SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE N21
September 15, 1989

YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all
its manifestations. YAWN welcomes responses from its readers, especially those of a critical
nature. Be forewarned that anything sentto YAWN may be considered for inclusion in a future
issue. Submissions are welcome and encouraged. Monetary donations are requested to help
defray costs. Subscriptions to YAWN are available for $10 (cash or unused stamps) for one
year gy first class mail. All content is archived at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

ART STRIKE
1990—1993

We call for all artists in the U.S. to put down their tools and cease to make, distribute, sell, exhibit
or discuss their work from January 1, 1990 to January 1, 1993. We call for all galleries, museums,
agencies, alternative spaces, periodicals, theaters, art schools efc., to cease all operations for the
same period.

Artis conceptually defined by a self-perpetuating elite and is marketed as an international commodity;
the activity of its production has been mystified and co-opted; its practitioners have become manipulable
and marginalized through self-identification with the term “artist” and all it implies.

To call one person an artistis fo deny another an equal gift of vision; thus the myth of “genius” becomes
an ideological justification for inequality, repression and famine. What an artist considers to
be his or her identity is simply a schooled set of attitudes; preconceptions which imprison humanity in
history. It is the roles derived from these identities, as much as the art products mined from this reification,
which we must reject.

Unlike Gustav Metzger's Art Strike of 1977 to 1980, our purpose is not fo destroy those institutions
which might be perceived as having a negative effect on artistic production. Instead, we intend o question
the role of the artist itself and its relation to the dynamics of power within our specific culture.

Everybody knows what's wrong

We call this Art Strike because, like any general strike, the real reasons being discussed are ones of
economics and self-determination. We call this Art Strike in order to make explicit the political and
ethical motivations for this attempted large-scale manipulation of alleged “esthetic” objects and
relationships. We call this Art Strike to connote and encourage active rather than passive engagement
with the issues at hand.

GET IT OUT OF YOUR SYSTEM

Art Strike will fail for many reasons, not the least of which is that it's a bad idea. But Art Strike raises
a number of questions worth asking. Is there an aftitude inherent in self-identification as an “artist”
which implies that art-making is in itself a sufficient response to cultural issues? Is there an implication
that the “artist” identity somehow absolves one from responsibility for cultural conditions? What are
the possibilities for real engagement? This is not meant primarily as a critique of “art for art’s sake”
but rather as a critique of the perception that a class of artists exists as an independent social class.
What are the priorities of the people who are calling for Art Strike? Does Art Strike, as a method for
prompting dialogue concerning issues of personal productivity, commodity dynamics and cultural
identity, conflict with the needs and priorities of artists who identify themselves primarily as feminists,
hispanics, blacks, gays, etc.2 Is Art Strike in any form a good idea?
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GIVE UP ART SAVE THE STARVING

Imagine a world in which art is forbidden! Art galleries would close. Books would
vanish. Pop stars would shed their glamour overnight. Advertising would cease,
television would die. We could refocus our vision not on a succession of false
images but on the world as it is. A stillness would fill the air. Art has provided us
with fantasy worlds, escapes from reality. For whatever else it is, art is not reality.
Soap operas, novels, movies, concerts, the theatre, poetry. None of these are real
as a starving child is real, as a town without water is real. Art is the glamorous
escape, the transformation that shields us from the world we live in. Injustice,
endemic disease, famine, war. These are real. Art has replaced religion as the
opiate of the people just as the artist has replaced the priest as the spokesman of
the spirit. Once men reached inside themselves to find God. Now they find art. We
are regulated by our addictions and art has become an addiction. We struggle
through life in a drugged dream, searching for escape, for brighter fantasies,
longer voyages of imagination, louder music. Another man's life is always more
interesting than our own. Itis only those who have given up art who can experience
the true nature of creation. Now a self-perpetuating elite market art as a commodity
for the wealthy who have everything while making the artists themselves rich
beyond their wildest dreams. Art is money. It is ironic that the myth of the artist
celebrates suffering while it is those who have never heard of art, the poor and
wretched of our earth, who truly suffer. To call one man an artist is to deny another
the equal right of vision. Paint all the painting black and celebrate the dead art,
there is no booze in hell. We turn away from mountains of food that rot in storage
while across the globe men grow too weak to eat because it is time for our favorite
TV program. We live up to our knees in blood, wasting not only hours but days—
whole lifetimes—in the blind belief that art is good, art is pure, art is its own
justification—and a nightmare scourges our planet. Until we end famine there will
be no peace. Artists are murderers! Artists are murderers just as surely as the soldier
who sights down the barrel of a gun to shoot an unarmed civilian. Without art, life
would be unendurable! We would have to transform this world. Overnight, one
man’s dream can become a nation’s future—but we do not seize power because
we are enchanted by art. Forbid art and revolution would follow: the withholding
of creative action is the only weapon left to men. Seeing and creating are the same
activity. Those who create art are also creating the starving. In a world in which
art is forbidden the deserts would flower. Give up art. Save the starving.

YAWN
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52319
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THE 1990-1993 ART STRIKE
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OF THE MOST DIFFICULT,
AWKWARD, & SEARCHING

QUESTIONS YOU COULD ASK ABOUT THE
ART STRIKE (1990-1993)

1. What is the Art Strike?
Art Strike is the total withdrawal of
all cultural production for a period
of 3 years. All artists will cease to
distribute, sell, exhibit, or discuss
their work between January 1, 1990
and January 1, 1993.

2. What art will be struck?
Art Strike is an assault upon all
cultural activity within the modern-
ist and postmodernist traditions.
3. Strike for what?

To dismantle the cultural apparatus.
4. Is this a joke?

Absolutely not. How can you have
shows when people don’t even
have shoes?

5. What is the Art Strike?
Art Strike is the rough undressing of
creativity. What an artist considers
to be his/her identity is nothing but
a divisive set of schooled, snotty
attitudes.

6. What's wrong with being
an artist?

To call one person an artist is to
deny another the equal gift of
vision.

7. What will 1 be if I'm not an
artist?

Think of how many people have
gotten laid without even talking
about making art.

8. What's wrong with mak-
ing art?

We're living in an isolation tank,
only instead of warm water we're
bathing in bullshit. Within the infor-
mation economy, opposition speeds
the flow, each statement creates its
own negation, context shifts con-
stantly, and the only principle that
emerges from the din is the prin-
ciple of flux itself: consumption.
9. What is the Art Strike?
Silence.

10. What do you expect to

accomplish?

We will step outside of history.
11.Why should | go on strike?
Selfinterest.

12. Is this a joke?

Sure: a joke, a fraud, the worst
idea ever.

13. What is the Art Strike?
In its origins, just another cocky
white-boy spectacle. Now, how-
ever, girls are playing too.

14. What’s in it for you?

We hope to promote our own ca-
reers. Of course, only the Strike’s
failure will accomplish this, so you
can't get out of it that way.

15. Why do so many people
hate this idea?

Because they stand to lose every-
thing they don’t have and wouldn't
deserve even if they did have.
16. Will sex be better in the
years without art?

It goes without saying.

17. What is the Art Strike?
Art Strike is the ceremonial mask of
a movement away from competi-
tive art and toward a culture with-
out curators.

18. Who's behind it?

Better a thousand movements fail
than one leader succeeds. Anyone
can organize the Art Strike,
many have.

19. Why 3 years?

In the first year, the world will be a
field of undifferentiated experience.
In the second year figures will
emerge from a background. In the
third year new perceptual methods
will arise.

20. Why must we stop mak-
ing art?

Because the refusal of artistic iden-
tity is the only weapon left fo us and
the demolition of serious culture
the only way ahead.

2058




SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE N3
September 29, 1989

YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all
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CONFESSION IN SUPPORT OF
THE 1990-1993 ART STRIKE
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You must decide for yourself whether or
not to join the Art Strike (1990-1993)!

Out of Culture and Into the World

After December 31 of this year, there won't be any more poetry
readings. Nobody will write poetry. Nobody will print pictures or
make artvideos. No dance performances will be held, no one will
mingle at art openings. Galleries will close or be converted to
other uses. A great calmness will settle over the world. Former
artists will have more time to cook, correspond. Creativity, freed
of traditional constraints, will be channeled into relationships,
work environments, community activities. People who never
thought of themselves as creative will no longer be intimidated by
talented bullies. Life will become increasingly delightful and
unpredictable. The rich will have only the art objects of the past
to signify their cultural superiority, and their sense of status will
grow more desperate and ironic with each passing day.

Plagiarism Made Easy

Plagiarism in late capitalist society articulates a semi-conscious
cultural condition: namely, that there is ‘nothing left to say,” a
feeling made more potent by the theoretical possibility of access
to all knowledge brought about by new technologies. The practi-
tioners of much of ‘postmodern’ theory have tended to proclaim
this feeling rather smugly; but if there is nothing to say, they yet
demonstrate that there will ‘always’ be something to sell. On the
other hand, there are practitioners active in many disciplines
who,recognizing the necessity for collective action demanded by
the media such as film and electronic tape, engage in Plagiarism in
an attempt to expose and explode once and for all the individu-
alistic attitudes which tend to make all human activity seem
redundant and increasingly alienated.
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YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all
its manifestations. YAWN welcomes responses from its readers, especially those of a critical
nature. Be forewarned that anything sentto YAWN may be considered for inclusion in a future
issue. Submissions are welcome and encouraged. Monetary donations are requested to help
defray costs. Subscriptions to YAWN are available for $10 (cash or unused stamps) for one
gy first class mail. All content is archived at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

OWVRAS90-93 (One Woman's Viewpoint
Regarding Art Strike 1990-1993)

Conceding many of the pointsin YAWN (particularly those self-evidentiary), and most
assuredly acknowledging the pompousness contai ned inthegenetic codeof artists, both past
present and future, and being awareof thegeneral relevance/irrel evanceof al art (depending
on who doesit, who sees it, who critiquesit, who throws up on it, etc.), OWVRAS90-93
wouldliketo brashly put forth another possibility. (After all, thisisn't 1990 yet, despitewhat
many of usbelievetothecontrary). Therefore, thereisSTILL TIMEto promoteanother way
of going about thiswhol ebusinessof trying to determinetheroleof (if thereisone) creativity
inany society (muchlesstoday’s), and whether or not creativity (i.e., art?[unsure]) hasany
potential for anything, such asideas to save the world, or to promote art outside of history
and thusif it solves anything, not to get the credit for so doing. Thus, it struck thiswoman
(yes) that instead of Art Strike 1990-1993, there should be Forced Art Participation 1990—
2001. Still basically undefined, FAP (even the acronym has a kind of strong sound [i.e.,
empowering] about it) would mean that people would not ditch their tvs, but instead have
to write their own shows. On any given night, people showing up at a Royal Shakespeare
(or other) production would have to bring substitute scripts and be prepared to play arole
or two. And so it would go. People couldn’t just go to a Stones concert, they would have
to bring their own lyrics, melodies or whatever (some might be interested in playing the
air guitar alaMick Jagger), and participate in the event itself. This meansthat there would
be no admission charges to anything, and thus capitalism’s head (ugly to some, not to
others), would be removed from the ‘ scene’ (art, in this case). Voila Overnight the profit
motivewould begone. Art would nolonger bemoney. All artists, whichwould beeveryone,
wouldbesharing equally inthenon-returnso everyone, i.e., al artists, would beequally poor
and suffering. And when famine was a true communal experience, art (through artists?)
would perhaps save the day with some creative response. But we would haveto stay on our
guard, etc.

“Thewholepointis
that life during the strike
Isgoing to be more
creative, not less”

no evident productive purpose. Resent-
ment would lead to extreme distaste for
“art” and its related activities. No doubt
this would lead more people to reject art,
and thus, consciously or un-, participate in
the Art Strike 1990-1993.

A Response to the
Proposal for Forced Art
Participation 1990-2001

Atfirstglance, FAP 1990-2001 may seem

like an appealing idea, inasmuch as itis an
aftempt to integrate the mental set “art”
into the daily routine of all individuals.
(Although it is difficult even at a first glance
to overlook the authoritarian quasi-Fascist
nature of the proposal itself.)

But it becomes very evident that the
theoretical incoherence of FAP would, in
effect, promote the opposite of its inten-
tions. ltwould in fact be of benefit to the Art
Strike in terms of the resentment it would
generate toward art on the part of the
general populace. The public would (and
rightly so!) resent any hierarchically im-
posed activity, especially one which serves

But let us look deeper. Upon any more
than the most casual reflection, it becomes
obvious that FAP is based on an implicit
and reactionary fear of liberation from the
hierarchically imposed vision of the world
as having neatly classifiable needs, along
with the commodities to answer to those
needs. In short, the proposer of FAP 1990~
2001 is afraid of losing everything she
doesn’thave, and wouldn’t deserve even if
she did.

“Art” isa commodity which “answers”
the “need” for escape on one hand, and
promulgation of social status on the other.
FAP suggests that, by making art a univer-

sal activity, the profit motive would be
removed from it. But there would still be
groups intent upon elevating themselves
above others, claiming they alone produce
the only “genuine” art. And their work
would continue to be overvalued by those
with excess money and the desire to invest
it in something which will realize a profit
and simultaneously enhance their status.

The whole point about the Art Strike
1990-1993 is that it is a means of inten-
sifying the class struggle within in the
cultural, economic, and political spheres
all at once. If the Art Strike succeeds in
demoralizing a small cross-section of the
bourgeois class, even if it's only the artists,
then it will have succeeded. FAP reads as
a very sorry attempt to lend support to the
hierarchically imposed ideal of the “value”
of art. YAWN rejects this ill-considered
proposal outright.
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2061



October 21, 1989

N°4

DEARHELOISE: I'm confused. Tell me, during
the years of the Art Strike (1990-1993), what
can | do with all the works of art | now have
hanging around? Won't they be considered
unsightly during thistime? What will my friends
think?

Confounded in Poughkeepsie
DEAR CONFOUNDED: You will never find
the world to be a good place to live until you
learn to think for yourself.
DEAR HELOISE: Asan artist, | realize that my
participation in the elite art world to date has
essentially rendered my activity complicitous
with the project of capitalism. But what will | do
withmy creativeenergiesduringthe Y earsWith-
out Art (1990-1993)?

Jaded in Jacksonville

DEAR JADED: You apparently still cling to
the myth that the artist “must” createin or-
der to “survive’. Such archaic notions are
har mlessy romanticat best, and at their wor <,
they are the mechanism by which cultural
workers are encouraged not to question the
motivationsand end resultsof thelarger proj-
ect in which they are engaged.

Creative energies can be channeled into
any activity you can imagine. Imagineit now:
this will take you some distance toward
disavowing art asan activity that is somehow
“gpecial”, somehow “ superior” toother human
activities. It must be obvious even to you that
art makingis, initself, aninsufficient response
to social crises. | suggest you get your act
together and strivefor anew level of activism
within cultureasawhole, instead of remaining
insular, debilitated, and self-referential.

DEAR HEL OI SE: How does someone who con-
stantly thinks in terms of art—such as myself—
participatein an Art Strike (1990-1993) in light
of the fact that they might consider an immense
number of practical, everyday objectsto be art?
After dl, is not a can opener a work of art?
And the clothes that we wear? The food that we
cook? Does creativity not enter into al human
activities?

All-encompassing in Anchorage
DEAR ALL-ENCOMPASSING: Do not be
mistaken: the Art Strike is directed against
art in the Modernist and Post-moder nist tra-
ditions, which brazenly proclaim that there
will always be something to sell—even in the
absence of thoughtful ideas or meaningful
work. These artists cynically hold to theidea
that theart which bringsthem themost money
and fameisthe best art.

Those objects which are the products of
human invention need not be branded with
theterm “art” to be valued and respected as
meaningful cultural acheivements, especially
when they do not participate in the subjuga-
tion of a class of individuals.

DEAR HELOISE: I'm with you! The Art Strike
(1990-1993) truly is the only way to show the
bastards of elitism what we're made of! Plus, |
finally have the time to paint that garage! The
wife's been after me for yearsto get it done!

Eager for Inaction in Albuquerque
HELOISE SAYS: Right you are, Eager! Sim-
ply making this challenge goes a long way
towardstakingapart themental set “art” and
undermining its position of hegemony within
contemporary culture, sincethesuccessof art
as a supposedly “superior form of knowl-
edge’ largely dependsupon itsstatusremain-
ing unquestioned. We need to abolish the
myths wher eby the power s-that-be focus the
image of their own moral superiority. Art is
the armchair in which these fat cats sit for
their own pleasure and self-assurance. Art
has degenerated into a sniveling sycophancy.
It isour duty toreject these models.

An Apology from
OWVRAS90-93, the
Proposer of Forced
Art Participation
1990-2001

| am sorry. It has only just dawned on me
how destructive the implementation of my
half-baked proposal of the Forced Art
Participation 1990-2001 might be. Sim-
ply forcing people to participate in the
making of art does nothing fo remove it
from the domain of the commodity, as |
once maintained. My reactionary pro-
posal would only serve o create pockets of
even more reactionary individuals who
would find it necessary to create a new
separation between themselves and those
who are forced to make art by FAP. These
cynical reactionaries would maintain that
only they themselves were the “real” art-
ists, and that “forced art” is not art. Since
art is a sub-culture that offen defines itself
in opposition fo culture, | now recognize
that artists have a vested interest in main-
taining the status quo. Therefore, far from
abolishing elitism, FAP would greatly
strengthen it, oppositionally and in direct
proportion to what it opposes. These reac-
tionary groups of individuals would no
doubt spend their time writing mutually
self-congratulatory texts and strutting about
the street as if they were better than every-
one else. In short, nothing would change.
Down with FAP! Forward with Art Strike
1990-1993!
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YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all
its manifestations. YAWN welcomes responses from its readers, especially those of a critical
nature. Be forewarned that anything sentto YAWN may be considered for inclusion in a future
issue. Submissions are welcome and encouraged. Monetary donations are requested to help
defray costs. Subscriptions to YAWN are available for $10 (cash or unused stamps) for one
year gy first class mail. All content is archived at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

DEMOLISH SERIOUS CULTURE

When the PRAXIS group declared their
intention to organize an Art Strike for the
three-year period 1990-1993, they fully
intenoﬁ/ad thatthis proposed (in)action would
create at least as many problems as it
resolved.

The importance of the Art Strike lies not
in its feasibility but in the possibilities it
opens up for intensifying the war between
the classes. The Art Strike addresses a
series of issues: most important among
these is the fact that the socially imposed
hierarchy of the arts can be actively and
aggressively challenged. Simply making
this challenge goes a considerable way
towards dismantling the mental set behind
art and undermining is position of hegem-

ony within contemporary culture, since the
success of art as a supposedly “superior
form of knowledge” largely depends upon
its status remaining unquestioned.

Other issues with which the Art Strike
is concerned include that series of “prob-
lems” centered on the question of “iden-
tity.” By focusing attention on the identity of
the artist, and the social and administrative

ractices an individual must pass through
Eefore such an identity becomes generaﬁy
recognized, the organizers of the Art Strike
intend to demonstrate that within this soci-
ety there is a general drift away from the
pleasure of play and stimulation; a drift
which leads, via codification, on into the
prison of the “real.”

“For the true and living equality we will give up everything. Let

the arts perish, if need be! But let us have real equality.”

—Sylvain Marechal, “Manifeste des Egaux,” published by the Tribun du Peuple, 1796, France

One Woman'’s Reaction to “A Response to the Proposal

for Forced Art Participation 1990-2001"

Oh godless, how could such error evolve (as-
suming evolution, not creativity). Did | not eat
that day? Did | read Hintsfrom Heloise? Run
out of unused stamps? No matter. Intherealm
of infinite possibilities something could have
gone. One woman (yes!) iswearing her wooly
mammoth shirt. Shedoesn’t, however, believe
it makes a difference. When the premise is
wrong, theend isinevitable. It’snot art that’s
illusory, it'sthe criticism.

YAWN responds: Because“art” isnothing but a
schooled set of attitudes, both practice and criti-

[YAWN #4]

cism are equally suspect from a motivational
standpoint. The artist, together with al of the
ancillary functionaries that her/his activity sup-
ports (curators, academics, critics, gallery own-
ers, their secretaries, janitors, spouses and off-
spring) have avested interest in keeping the prac-
ticeand criticism of art mystified. Thisisdone so
that everyoneel seperceivesartasa“ specia” (i.e.,
elite) sphereof activity. Thisperception isheight-
ened by themyth that art isan exclusive source of
certain types of knowledge. Defending “art” and
simultaneoudly attacking “art criticism” fails to

DEAR YAWN, |
My LIFE. 5
Thandh You, |
Pblls Picoow |

recognize that both are manifestations of essen-
tially the same attitude.

Thesensethat art and art criticism are some-
how at oddsis engendered by the practitioners of
each of those fields. This makes their respective
“achievements” seemobjectively “valid” because
of the constructed “challenge” each poses the
other; but in fact this false challenge is what
supports the entire construct of art and the atti-
tudes around it. Each creates the impression of
strength by knocking down straw men.

Furthermore, it was never YAWN's con-
tention that art is illusory. YAWN recognizes
that power isalwaysareality in capitalist society.
Art serves as an effective buttressto the power of
capital by fosteringtheillusion that theworld asit
isisabearable placeto live.

© o aovarwrs Srnancove 1987

“MFNESS" 1S THEN ALL
A coNTROLLED PoLiTICS qu
FASHION ¢
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¢¢I may be an art major,
but I know a little something
about economics.??

I’ ve done my homework. | know that
money is power. And | know that this
power is unevenly distributed in our un-
egalitarian society.

| also know that “High Art” helps
buttress this power. Through complicity.
Through cheering it on. Through partici-
pating in the investment game. And
through its snobbish, elitist treatment of
anything that failsto meet its arbitrary
standards.

Another thing | realize isthat the
division between “High” and “Low” art is
just areflection of what occursin society.
Namely the oppression of the “lower”
class by the moneyed bourgeoisie. They
feel that one class is “better” than another
because it can appreciate the “finer
things,” and the other cannot. Thisisa
way for the “upper” classto justify the
oppression required for it to remain the
“upper” class. Art fuelsthisin part by
being class specific—the sole domain of
the bourgeoisie. Make no mistake, “art” is
not the universal category it claimsto be:
every survey of attendances at art galleries
and museums demonstrates that an
“appreciation” of “art” is something
restricted almost exclusively to individuals
belonging to higher income groups. That
is, aside from the artists themselves.

The attitude that one class of peopleis
better than another is precisely the logic
which oversaw therise of the Nazisin the
Germany of the 1930s. You seg, I've
studied history, aswell.

| refuse to participate in this social
construct. That iswhy I’ ve turned my
canvas to the wall. But where can | turn
for an ideologically coherent discourse to
support my views?

The Art Strike 1990-1993, that’s
where,

The Art Strike offers the most
aggressive and consistent critique avail-
able of the status quo of production and
consumption and its power structure.
Before you make your final decision, write
one of the Art Strike Action Committees.
YAWN has an address list available.
Drop us a self-addressed, stamped

envelope today.

The Art Strike
1990-1993
The Right Choice.
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Four Billion
People Can’t
Be Wrong

It is not a matter of realizing the Art Strike,
or even building on every level of life
everything that hitherto could only be an art
strike memory, or anillusion, dreamed and
preserved unilaterally. The Art Strike can
only be realized by being suppressed. And
in suppressing it with the automatism of an
even more passive and hierarchical spec-
tacle, we freeze-dry its contents into some-
thing stable, quantifiable, investment wor-
thy, in short, homogeneous.

The Art Strike is not only a commodity
but also a symbolic representation of this
order, the justification of its concept of
reality.

There will be an empty space left by the
Art Strike as a comprehensive order bind-
ing everything, the social consensus will be
destroyed, we will have reached the end of
the great history of our common culture.
The empty space left by the Art Strike will be
occupied by another order, the economy.
The ideal of change as value, adopted by
our culture, has found its full significance in
the Art Strike.

The Art Strike in its honesty, says about
itself that in its state of exhaustion it is not
able to put forward values. It can only be a
description of the situation, the world of
exhausted values of our culture. It can only
be a quotation of history, a substitute for
something that has ceased to exist.

The Art Strike opposes the logical way
of mind which has led to this cultural dev-
astation. The Art Strike will be a resounding
stroke of the gong, its ringing will drown
out the squawks of the malingerers, their
strained voices will fade into thin air.

To speak of the Art Strike means to
speak of the unknown, to speak of a door
to a new world, to speak of a desire to
discover what one does not know. For how

can one know a desire without satisfying it
[ASAC-CA 1988

Artist Sucks

Most of Richard Serra’s commentary in “Art-
ists have rights to their work” (Des Moines
Sunday Register, October 29, 1989, page 1C,
3C) isirrelevant, because Serra s predicament
isnot aFirst Amendment issue. Serrahasevery
right toreconstruct hisrazedwork “ Tilted Arc”
using his own resources. The issue is whether
the government has the right to correct its
mistakes or not. YAWN believesthat it does.

When art participatesin culture asacom-
modity, asit now does, it should expect no less
than to be treated as such. Goebbel’s famous
quip “when| hear theword ‘ culture’ | reach for
my revolver” isaptly rephrased as“when| hear
theword ‘culture’ | reach for my checkbook”.
Serrasold“Tilted Arc” tothe US Government.
“Art” wastheobject of area estatetransaction.
It was decided that the property lacked the
value it was originaly thought to have. The
property was removed. It is very simple. And
absolutely consistent with the culturein which
welive.

Serra’s egotistical bellyaching does
nothing to change the facts of the case. He
created a work of limited cultural value. The
public, fed up with the irrelevance of
contemporary art, not to mention its manifest
hostility toward them, finally rebelled, and the
work “ Tilted Arc” wasquiteproperly removed.

Thereal issueiswhether or not art hasthe
responsibility to address the concerns of its
culture. Modernist and Postmodernist art, for
the bulk of thiscentury, hasbeen quitesmugin
itsinsular self-referentiality and cynical profi-
teering. This art really only appeals to other
artists, and their ancillary functionaries—crit-
ics, curators, and collectors. They seeart asan
investment for realizing aprofit, whilesimulta-
neously enhancing their social status. At the
sametime, they create and foster the myth that
“Art” and the “Artist” are wellsprings of spe-
cia knowledge. YAWN rejectsthismodel as
elitist and self-serving.

Letters from
Our Readers

Dear YAWN,

...here’s some info pertaining to the Boston
Institute of Contemporary Art's panel discussion of
the Situationist International. [I] challenged Greil
Marcus (art critic NYC Village Voice) and read the
Art Strike flyer. He interrupted, “I don’t believe
artists are murderers...” Oddly, no applause. He
continued, “Neoists and Stewart Home are only
using Art Strike to call attention to itself.” He
concluded, “Art Strike will faill” | counted “Of
course it will fail, but you've lost the entire point of
why Art Strike must happen.”...

Lebanon, New Hampshire

...I've been thinking about this Art Strike thang,
after reading a pamphlet about it, and this is how
I see it. I'm not going to go along w/any Art Strike,
because what's in it for me? Little ol me is sup-
posed to stop doing my measley art books with no
thanks from anyone while the people who put out
“Art Strike” pamphlets and manifestoes are going
to go right on doing it, keeping right on going with
their conceptual art project! Forget it!

San Francisco, California

YAWN says: The Art Stike is not seen by this
instigator as a collective [in]action having rules-to-
be-broken. There is no Art Strike dogma as such.
Instead, it is essential that each Art Strike partici-
pant construct their own set of activities in support
of the Art Strike. This may take as many forms as
there are participants.

The Art Strike will fail for many reasons, not
the least of which is that it's a bad idea. As a bad
idea, its chief objective is the collective rethinking
of the role of art in our culture. It is a constructive
response fo the hyprocritical smugness with which
most artists treat the public.

Life during the Art Strike should be more
creative, not less. As we will no longer have art to
fall back on to structure our leisure, we will need to
structure it ourselves. This will demand conscien-
tious discipline and awareness of the reality of our
surroundings. The rejection of hierarchically im-
posed collective illusions is merely a first step.

To the person who offered a critique of YAWN #5 by scribbling on a copy that was publicly posted: “This
degrades women. Down with YAWN!”: You sexist bigot! The battle against degradation must proceed upon
all fronts simultaneously. To see this image as primarily degrading to women is to miss that, if it degrades, then
it also degrades caucasians, blondes, art majors, people who wear glasses, and human beings in general.
When you fragment your reality into smaller “political issues”, you only make it easier for those in control to
control you. YAWN refuses fo toe the line of your dogmatic, outmoded, snotty feminism.

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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ART STRIKE

Karen Eliot Interviewed by Scott Macleod (1989)

Karen Eliot is not a specific, or identifiable, human
being. It is a name adopted by a variety of cultural
workers at various times in order to carry through
tasks related to building up a body of work ascribed
to ‘Karen Eliot’. One of the purposes of many different
individuals using the same name is to highlight the
problems thrown up by the various mental sets
pertaining to identity, individuality, originality, value
and truth. ‘Anybody’ can use the name Karen Eliot but
the extent to which it is used is limited by the fact that
‘multiple name concepts’ are neither widely known
nor understood. Since the Karen Eliot project was
launched in 1985 (at the same time as the proposal
for the 1990 to 1993 Art Strike), around one hundred
individuals have operated within the parameters of
the ‘identity/context’. Considering the difficulties in-
volved in persuading anyone to ‘invest’ their time in
something which is unlikely to bring them much
‘personal reward’ (in terms of cultural recognition,
etc.) this number is not without significance.

Scott MacLeod: Tell me about Art Strike.

Karen Eliot: The premise is that an Art Strike should
be held from January 1st, 1990 to January 1st,
1993. The strike will force the closure of galleries,
‘modern’ art museums, agencies, ‘alternative’ art
spaces, periodicals, theaters, art schools, etc. All
the educational, distributional, and critical mecha-
nisms by which art both as an ideology and as a
commodity is propagated.

SM: What do your artist friends think of this?

KE: Their reactionsare amirrorimage of the response
we got to an earlier project—the Festival of Plagia-
rism. With the Festival, everyone was initially con-
fused about the relationship between plagiarism
and what they were doing. Then they got very
excited by the idea and saw lots of possibilities in
it. With the Art Strike, most people’s initial re-
sponse is favorable, it’s only a bit later that funda-
mental disagreements arise.

SM: So you think the use of the word ‘strike’ could be
responsible for the initial enthusiasm?

KE: Yes | do. The term has certain connotations in
England which | don’t think it has here (i.e. in the
United States); there’s a very different experience
and perception of labor movements in Europe.

SM: Was there a conscious decision to use the
term ‘strike’ which was based on those connota-
tions?

KE: A conscious decision? Gustav Metzger used the
term ‘Art Strike’ in 1974. He called for a strike
between 1977 and 1980, so there’s a historical
precedent. However there are significant differ-
ences between that earlier Art Strike and our own;
Metzger’s activity was primarily directed towards
destroying those institutions, commercial galler-
ies and so on, which appeared to him to have an
adverse effect on artistic production. It was set up
in the classic hero/villain model. Which might

account for the difficulties Metzger had attracting
support for the strike. In fact, no one joined him!

SM: It must have been, must be, hard to convince
artists oranyone else that going on strike is a good
idea.

KE: Well, the Art Strike is not a good idea. It’s a bad
idea from the point of view of anyone trying to
make a career out of art. It's a bad idea from many
perspectives, and that does make things a bit more
difficult; eventhough ouraimsin organizing an Art
Strike are completely different from Metzger’s.
We’re addressing a far broader range of issues
than Metzger and unlike him we don’t necessarily
expect the mechanics of a strike to operate in the
same way within the realm of culture as they would
inthe economic sphere. Rather than attempting to
disruptand destroy those institutions which affect
production and distribution of art products, the
1990 Art Strike is principally focused on the role of
the artist. On how the artist defines her or his
identity, on how that identity affects the artist’s
ability to engage with the surrounding culture.

SM: So, Art Strike isa bad idea and it’s not really what
itsaysitis, it's not really a strike against the gallery
system or the commaodity system.

KE: We’ve had endless discussions about the appro-
priateness of the term ‘strike’, about its efficacy in
this situation. At one time we tried to change the
name to ‘Refusal of Creativity’ but this phrase just
didn’tcatch on. We found that people responded to
the term ‘Art Strike’ because it’s confrontational
and brings together ideas from what are tradition-
ally considered to be two autonomous realms—
the economic and cultural. In the syndicalist
tradition, which has had an influence on our think-
ing, the strike is ultimately the means of revolu-
tion—far more is at issue than a simple hourly-
wage increase.

As far as we’re concerned, the Art Strike is a
strike. It’s a denial of product and an denial of
labor. Like the syndicalist general strike, the issues
being discussed range from the economic to those
of revolution and self-determination. We’re trying
to achieve large-scale change in our relationships
with what the bourgeois art establishment alleges
are ‘esthetic’ objects and relationships. We de-
cided to describe our activities as a strike to make
our political, economic and moral motivations
explicit. And we hope the use of this term will
encourage active rather than passive engagement
with the issues.

SM: And yet you've said the Art Strike is a bad idea.

KE: It probably is a bad idea if one conceives of it as
taking the shape of the classic proletarian strike
within the economic sphere, and for several rea-
sons. If one were naive enough to attempt to
disable certaininstitutionalized forms of commod-
ity culture through the organization of artists along
trade union lines, then one would be bound to fail

because the vast majority of artists would scab.
Artists typically view themselves as isolated pro-
ducers who are in competition with each other,;
they lack any sense of the solidarity and self-
interest upon which successful strikes are built.
And even if all the artists in the world did withhold
labor for three years, or even ten or twenty years,
such a strike might still fail to have much impact
within the economic, or even cultural, sphere. The
denial of product will not change the fact that there
are those who have excess money and want to
investitin something which will realize a profitand
simultaneously enhance their status. As long as
capitalism survives there will always be entrepre-
neurial middle-men and hangers-on who seek to
increase their status and/or wealth by playing the
appropriate roles within a culture of acquisition.
Art is a product which, if withheld, can easily be
replaced by classic cars, artificial sex partners and
the like.

However I’'m not trying to suggest that art is a
mere appendage of economics. Anyone with halfa
brain can see that there is a dynamic interaction
between culture, economics and politics. All I'm
saying is that there are an almost infinite variety of
substitutes for the ideological and economic func-
tions with which art services capitalist society. The
whole point about the 1990 Art Strike is that itis a
means of intensifying the class struggle within the
cultural, economic and political spheres. If the Art
Strike succeeds in demoralizing a cross section of
the bourgeois class then it will have succeeded.

SM: Are you suggesting that artists form a faction
within the bourgeois class and that you’re hoping
to demoralize them?

KE: Yes, artists are one group our activities are
intended to demoralize. There’s an attitude among
artists that they’re in touch with a higher dis-
course, a meta-ethics if you will, which frames
their activities within different ethical standards
than those of other people. The National Socialist
Party in Germany became successful partly as a
result of encouraging this kind of attitude. So what
we’re trying to do with the Art Strike is call into
question this notion which artists hold, that they
are somehow exempt from the responsibilities of
engagement with the issues of their own culture.
The attitude that artists are engaged in a pursuit
which is somehow separate from other human
activities. This attitude creates an ideological jus-
tification for hierarchical divisions between human
beings. It will be difficult to convince art ‘produc-
ers’ to take an objective look at their own attitudes
and activities but this is no reason to be pessimis-
tic about our chances of significant success; black
propaganda might well prove sufficient to demor-
alize a sizeable proportion of artists to the extent
that they will abandon their present cultural pur-
suits.

ASAC (California), P.0. Box 170715, San Francisco CA 94117 USA
ASAC (Eastern USA), P.0. Box 22142, Baltimore MD 21203 USA
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1N 3XX, England
ASAC (Eire), c/o Tony Lowes, Allihies, Bantry, West Cork, Ireland
ASAC (Latin America), C. de Correos 1211, Montevideo Uruguay
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CENSORSHIP

Existence as Commodity and Strategies for its Negation

THE OLDEST OF SUPPRESSED TRADITIONS

It should come as no surprise that in a world dominated by apocalyptic illusions and the counter-real, that censorship
should be popularly misperceived as a form of social repression. The contradictions which support such an inversion
are manifest in every area of institutional life, they constitute the apparent “reality” of our “lives.” Despite the fact that
consciousness has been demonstrated time and time again by logic, philosophy, and science to be always the effect of
a closed system of exclusive focus, of censorship, “literate” consensus maintains that censorship and silence are the
negation of consciousness. It is clear that power has a vested interest in maintaining a monopoly on censorship so as
to control the necessary flow of images and behaviors which constitute “social” reality. In the political presence of
“free” press, “free” market, and “democratic” systems which form late capitalism, the “concept of freedom” becomes
an unreachable, collapsing absolute, coherent only in the regulation of its negation. Freedom means being unable to
experience the world. In “capitalist” culture, power materializes within a fragmented surface-reality, a surface which
conceals the abstractions of exchange-value that define its sophisticated totalitarianism. All experiences (nonmaterial
commodities) are indistinct and equal when exchanged via capital, with class “privilege” determining how much of
this worthless “equality” each person is entitled to. Over all visible things circulate the malign forms of work,
communication, participation, and play. As we desire the negation of the imposed surface “reality,” so too we make
visible the horrifying mechanism of exchange beneath the varnish of civilization. What is necessary is willingness on
our part to give up the “identity” and “productivity” which capital has forced us to invest in it. We are addicted to
production and to the consumption of identities to give our “lives” “value,” since exchange has effectively suppressed
the aspects of existing which would make it bearable. Nevertheless, in (fragmented) present time it would be useless to
conjecture about the freedom of subjectivity projected for post-capitalist utopia, since such projections would only
detract from the negative power of the present.

VARIETIES OF NEGATION

Anything can be censored for any reason, but the goal of revolutionary censorship is to censor everything for
every reason. The censors of the “left,” “right,” “center,” and all philosophies, theories, and religions all do their
collective part, despite the fact that they imagine themselves to be motivated by the very “beliefs” important to negate.
Do your part and start by censoring this text. There are of course such instances when questions arise relating to the
censorship of censorship, so-called “paradox,” and in such cases it is up to the “individual” censor to determine the
approach (s)he wishes to adopt. Some censorship requires the extremely temporary adoption of beliefs in order to
formulate a convincing negation of another belief, but in many cases it is possible to transcend this compromise
through apathy.

FROM ORIGINALITY TO ONTOLOGY, THE PAIN OF THE TEXT

Censorship is a more powerful, more revolutionary, and more populist form of subjectivity than “imagination”
because it requires only familiarity with dominant “reality,” rather than the production of other (“imagined”) redlities.
The possibilities for communal transformation of the world thus lie in the “negative” when one is capable of disconnecting
from imposed notions of economy. Plagiarism is the “beginning,” the negative point of culture which finds its justification
in the “unique.” Censorship supersedes plagiarism as an intelligent negation of “originality” because it suppresses not
only (“original”) production, but also the reproduction (plagiarism, appropriation, etc.) which revalues the “original”
and maintains its circulation in “reality.” Censorship is to the present what plagiarism is to herstory. Both go instantly
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beyond the empty siren-song of academic “deconstruction” (a philosophy “against language” [sic]), that capitalist
scam which pretends to talk about the negation of “reality” without ever mentioning it. “Deconstruction” and its
“critical” contemporaries become raw vital material for plagiarism and censorship. As a revolutionary practice, both
turn the tremendous waste of western “critical thought” info tools for the complete transformation of everything. We
rewrite the situationist slogan thus: “Everyone, one step less if you want to be revolutionaries!”

THE HEALING POWER OF DOUBT
“Take things one step farther by not doing them.”
—Charles Boyd, 1984

Experimental philosophy finds its coherence in the creation of situations. In order to practically examine questions
of truth it is necessary to suppress ideas which are initially believed, and then to observe popular reaction. Find
reasons to stop yourself from thinking or saying things, and to stop other people from thinking or saying things. At
least, try to get them to stop themselves from thinking or saying things by presenting them with ideas which make what
they are thinking or saying seem obviously incorrect, but which to not offer alternatives. Perhaps begin by focusing on
ideas, objects or actions which you are “against” and progress towards censoring things which you were previously
“for.” Kill your desires and live. Erase, destroy, and make useless recorded information. Physically and otherwise
attempt fo suppress expression in art, politics, and philosophy, and investigate the more technically difficult negations
of science, math, history, and so on. Resist culture and all other forms of institutional identity. Refuse to participate in
and suppress inferpersonal and mass social relationships. As you see fit, smash the “imagination,” “schizophrenia,”
“death,” “sexuality,” “values,” “time,” and other forms of seduction, propaganda, and abstraction which you are
capable of perceiving. Experimentally break down the frames of reference by which you organize non-valued perceptions
into valued entities: e.g., objects, ideas, means of self-perception, etc.

AN END TO SOCIAL RELATIONS

“Self-destruction” is an impossibility, a semantic swindle. The “self,” when reordered beyond dominant social
reality will always seem “destroyed,” but the “self” by definition always “is,” and its alteration beyond recognition is
nothing to worry about. Just as there is no opposite of “being” (what would it be?), the self transformed simply cannot
be perceived as what it was before. Thus the moralism against suicide is a reactionary resistance to change. Intrinsic
“rationality” is an economy of language which reconstructs the physical reality of military capitalism on a mental
plane. Given the total colonization of everyday life by capital, we are forced to speak the received languages of the
media. It seems that only complete opposition to everything is not reversible. If this polemic then seems contradictory
or absolutist, it is because it poses itself in opposition to a coherent totality, an absolute contradiction.

THE FESTIVAL OF CENSORSHIP
“There is no deprogramming, the only deprogramming is death, there is no death.”

The Festival of Censorship is a patanational, completely decentralized event which will take place in the Summer of
1988, two short years before the commencement of the ARTIST’S STRIKE, a period during which (at minimum) no
creative activity will take place. The Festival aims to begin on a limited and visible scope what will expand and
constitute a new and total organization of everyone’s life. Some events have already been planned for the festival,
including international performances on July 4th and other holidays during which participants will look into the
daylight sun for a full hour. A day of “cover-ups” is also planned, during which participants will go to rigorous lengths
to hide traces of their mundane activities. We are eager for people to come forward with contributions or to organize
other events to be presented under the banner of the festival, being free to organize events unconnected to the Festival
under its banner. The Festival is intended to involve research into the practice of censorship, in “culture” and beyond.
It is not important to us that participants agree with “our” polemic. We plan to stage manifestations in several major
European and American cities, including New York, Baltimore, Montréal, London, Berlin and San Francisco. We need
your help.
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Art Strike
as Art

The Artist as a Victim
of Toureite Syndrome

It's amusing to think that “art strikers” could
sovaluetheir work that they imagineitscessa-
tion would change the economic topography
of our country. If they actually saw Art Strike
as a practical solution to the problem of the
artist’s contribution to the perpetuation of an
oppressivesystem, they would beguilty of the
egotism and elitism they deplore. They would
be elevated to the status of tragic heroes, like
the lost Olympians, who sacrificed personal
glory to the dream of a greater good.

The participants have no del usions about
their (non-)action and yet, in the imagination
the ramifications of Art Strike are exhilarat-
ing. If cultural workers suddenly shut up and
could no longer view themselves as superior
beings, humanity would truly have the chance
to create itself new. What would this new
humanity rising like Phoenix fromtheashesof
itsown culture be like?

Art Strikeisa brilliant gesture.

Art Strike is symbolic, merely provoca-
tive. Itismeant to provokeconversationamong
artistslikeall the other insulated worksitrails
against. It is a piece of performance art that
will break down the boundaries between art
and non-art to focus on life.

Since Art Strikeisart, during Art Strike,
Art Strikeitself won't be possible. Conceptual
art in the wake of Art Strike would be redun-
dant and superficial. No single work of art
could approach the brilliant simplicity/com-
plexity of Art Strike. | imagine artistsspilling
out of the ship of culture like so many bewil-
dered rats, only to drown.

Sinceartwill beirrelevant after thestrike,
the strike will have accomplished its mission,
even though by definition thisisimpossible.

Art Strike isthe sound of one hand clap-
ping.

Thereforeitisthemostimportant work of
art of this century—make that this millen-
nium. [Karen Eliot

Artists. Can they help it2 Are they possessed with the uncontrollable urge to create, or is this
simply a pose designed to mystify the activity? Is the making of art a kind of obsession, the
suppression of which might lead to profound dissatisfaction with daily life and seamless
unhappiness? Do artists “require” expression in the same way you or | require food or water,
as a matter of survival, as many of them would have us believe2 Or are artists driven by
manipulated cultural forces of which they may be only dimly aware? If so, who pulls
the strings?

Presented with the possibility of giving up “art”, many artists will stare forward,
dumbstruck, mouth agape, with the hollow words “I couldn’t!” scarcely able to form at the
orbit of their lips. Sweat forms at their temples, their brains race in epicycles from their
panicked frenzy, faced at last with the possible obligation of confronting the prison of nude
reality. Is art an addiction, or is it much more?

Think of the absurdity of such a proposal: Artists can’t help it. This creates a subset of
the ‘human condition” which we should have to call the ‘artist condition’. Such artists are
little better off than the pitiable victims of Tourette syndrome, a medical condition
characterized by violent nervous tics and involuntary spasms of socially unacceptable
behavior. Victims of Tourette can’t help it. They tic like you or I blink our eyes or swallow
a mouthful of saliva.

Many of the things which so clearly characterize Tourette can also be applied to the
artist. The violent jerks and ejaculations of half- or fully-formed epithets, the flinging of the
arms, and the otherwise disturbing uncontrolled outbursts which would seem to be somehow
significant. The short attention span, the hyperactivity, the disruptiveness in school, the
obsessiveness, the compulsions. Or the slopping of large canvases with pigment. It is the
same.

If Tourette syndrome is the operative metaphor for what is here called the ‘artist
condition’, then it seems likely that there would be no cure. For those of us who are fortunate
enough to be wholly conscious of our every decision for taking action, all we can do is to
go on Art Strike and show these miserable sufferers exactly what's possible if you put your

mind fo it. [ASAC-IA

“The architects of the Art Strike want everyone to emulate their own
lack of success. They' re promoting lazy café intellectualism

asa political ideal.”
—Julian Schnabel, 1989

YAWN is o sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical
look at our culture in all its manifestations. YAWN  welcomes re-
sponses from its readers, especially observations of a critical nature. Be
forewarned that anything sent to YAWN may be considered for
inclusion in a future issue without specific prior notification. Submis-
sions are welcome and encouraged. It is the policy of YAWN not to
attribute work, unless the content benefits from such attribution. There-
fore, YAWN is a collective, mostly anonymous, effort. Contributors
receive 3 copies of the YAWN in which their work is used. Monetary
and material donations are welcome to he|p defray the costs of
publication. Subscriptions to YAWN by first class mail are available
(US/Canada/Mexico) for $10 (cash or unused stamps) for one year

(elsewhere: air mail $20 or equivalent foreign currency). Trades are
welcome, too. Issues are given away free by hand in lowa City and other
distribution points. Anyone wishing to be a distribution point for their
area should write for information. YAWN is interested in seeking
alternative forms of distribution. This edition appeared as part of
Artpaper and made use of that pre-existing distribution network for its
dissemination. This is part of an effort to reach as many people as
possible at minimal cost and effortto YAWN. Any publisher or reader
wishing to help in propagating this information should write: YAWN,
P.0O. Box 162, Oakdale 1A 52319. Camera ready masters customized
for any publication, or for standard letter-size paper can be made
uvui|agle at cost to anyone wishing to help in disseminating YAWN.

YAWN isnot art. Yes, it is. No, itisn't. Yes, it is. No, itisn’'t. Yes, it is. No, itisn't. Yes, it is. No, it isn’'t. Yes, it is. No, it isn't. Ye

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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How €COuLD we SToP MaKING ART wiyey ART

IS OUR ONLY WEAPIN IV OUR STRUSGLE 2

WHY wouLD WE THROW AV/AY OUR ARMS

c{w ::rz 4P ART, THE ESSENCE OF OUR LIFE
up wWE gy

BELIGVE N MT‘} KENOER e we Fikmacy

WE, FREE ARTISTS, WHY SHouLD BECOME ART STRIKERS

WHEN WE MAKE ART ONLY FOR THE SATISF
OUR owN Minp 3 : Herion oF

WHY WOULD Wig STRIKE WaEN WE ARE papPy
WITHOUT AMY CONNECTI0N TO THE ART SYSTEM2

AND WE  ESTRBLISHED ARTISTS 0F Fame AND MongY,
!

WY WOLLD wE STRIKE WHEN WE Haye ALREA
SATISFIED OUR DEIRES 2 Ve ALREARY

AND WE, WHO ACCEPTED THE CONCEPT oF "EvERymymg
IS ART “ SHALL WE KiLL OURSELVES T0 MANIFEST
OUR SYMPATHY WITH THE ART STRIKERS %

AND WE, WO BELIEVE THAT *EVERYBODY IS AN ARTISTY
SHOULD WE TRY T0 CONVINCE THE POLICE TQ !
J0IN THE ART STRINE2

Stop carrying the torch for art. Sit down. Take off your
shoes. Relax. Have a nice, hot cup of coffee.

Bob Black, in his essay “On the Art Strike” (Artpaper, Vol. 9 No. 4, p. 9-10) raises
some strong arguments supporting the idea that the Art Strike is, against its overt
intentions, an elitist (in)actionwhich“...only certifiesartistsastheexpertinterpreters
of what nobody but artistsdo.” Hedoesso by likeningtheArt Striketo“imperialism”
and suggests that it is“ Ostentatious renunciation [which] is greed in its warped and
most insidious form”. He also says that art-strikers engage in this (in)action because
they are “...some of the less commercially successful [among] contemporary art-
ists...” True, few of usare “successful” in these cynical terms—and to measure our
value as contributorsto culture based on how much money we makeisjust one of the
ridiculous attitudes the Art Strike seeks to combat. A Julian Schnabel could not
participatein an Art Strike. He hasfar too much to lose to be compl etely honest about
milieuinwhich heprospers. Other points: If “...only artistscanrefuseart...”, then art

|
|
|
Forget it. In a world where attitudes are com- |
modities to be bought with time, the price of |
freedom would be far too dear. You couldn’t |
afford to be withoutyour fear of starvation, the |
fear of the denial of shelter, and, perhaps most of |
all, the fear that someone might be able to take
away the banal comforts upon which you have |
grown to depend. |

isirrelevant to begin withhand - -
muﬂ be renouncw’ perhaps ’/\ ey | By 2N 1l S | o e 1] 4 14 Iyt bl d11] 7 4 L ey PN H I I of 4l 4 £ £ H -
even ostentatioudly. (Although  * b
even osealously. (Althoudh WHEN CENSORSHIP WORKS,YOU DON’T KNOW IT. 1
consumersmust refuseart, too.) rd DON'T FOOL YOURSELF INTO THINKING THAT THIS, OR ANYTHING ELSE YOU ARE EXPOSED TO, IS “UNCENSORED”. -
If “...art... becomes every- W THE CYNICAL AND NAIVE HACKS WHO PROMOTE “CULTURE” FOR THEIR OWN SELF-INTEREST USE THE IDEA OF jd
thing...” then the word has no th ANTI-CENSORSHIP TO LEND THEIR ADOPTED DISCOURSES CREDIBILITY, AND TO ONCE AGAIN MYSTIFY A PASSIVE _E‘,
meaning at all. (Art is not ev- tf} AUDIENCE. AN AUDIENCE CORRECTLY EXPECTED TO CONSUME ANY CONTROLLED SPECTACLE WHICH IS |-
erything, but a class- and gen- rd4  APPROPRIATELY FRAMED. PRODUCTION IS CENSORSHIP. ALL EVENTS TAKE THE PLACE OF SOMETHING ELSE. e
der-specific activity which t{ UNDESIRED, UNMENTIONED, UNIMAGINED. WHAT YOU WILL BE EXPOSED TO TODAY IS DESIGNED TO REINFORCE  pf
serves to justify an objection- C THE FUNCTIONING OF A PARTICULARLY NARROW IDENTITY—ONE WHICH IS NOT ONLY OUT OF TOUCH WITH Js
ableideology.) BobBlack does It} REALLY INTERESTING “HUMAN CULTURE”, BUT ALSO OBLIVIOUS TO THE UNMEDIATED UNITARY EXPERIENCES }9
culture a disservice by taking | WHICH LIE OUTSIDE OF IT. IN SHORT, A SET OF REDUNDANT GESTURES COMPLETELY IN SUPPORT OF THE STATUS  j
the Art Strike too seriously— td QUO, CREATING ANOTHER ILLUSION OF FREEDOM—REPRESSIVE TOLERANCE. [ASAC-MD |
andtisismuchthesameasnot 2 PARADISE STANDS IN THE SHADOW OF SWORDS Y

taking it half seriously enough.

v, UMM ool Dy o or co o O oS, CU w/vinny oTeY ST e ey 0!
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Bob Black on the Art Strike

Reprinted from Artpaper, vol. 9, no. 4, December 1989, Minneapolis, Minn.

RT ABSTRACTS from life. Abstraction
is deletion. When the first artist
painted an aurochs on a cave wall,

the first critic saw it and said, “That’s an
aurochs!” But it wasn’t an aurochs, it was
a painting. It's been downhill for art criti-
cism ever since. Art, like science, is illu-
mination through elimination. Artists re-
move in order to improve. In this sense,
minimalism is not just another school of
art, but its evolving essence, and all of
modern art can be seen as a process of
progressive self-destruction. Artists often
destroy themselves, occasionally each
other, but it was left to a relatively un-
known German artist, Gustav Metzger, to
give this artistic impulse its most succinct
articulation when in 1959 he announced
his theory of “auto-destructive art.” It's not
surprising, then, that Metzger also antici-
pated the proposed Art Strike 1990-1993.

On January 1, 1990—if they com-
ply with the directives of the PRAXIS
Group—all artists will put down their tools
for three years. There will be no openings,
no showings, no readings. “Cultural work-
ers,” unless they scab, will also walk out.
Galleries, museums, and “alternative”
spaces will all shut down or be converted
to serve more practical purposes. Accord-
ing to the Art Strike leadership, everybody
benefits. The artists, by stepping out from
under their burden of specialized creativ-
ity, get not only a breather but a chance to
get a life. And the plebeian masses, no
longer cowed by “talented bullies,” are in
turn expected to rush into art like fresh
air into a vacuum.

Although appearing at first as the
suppression of art, the Art Strike is in es-
sence its realization—the ultimate work
of art, the culmination of its felos. In the
Art Strike, artistic abnegation achieves its
final expression: art, having become noth-
ing, becomes everything. If art is what art-
ists don’t do, what isn’t art now? The Art
Strike thus becomes an exercise in impe-
rialism. After all, everyone else has been

on an Art Strike all along. With the Art
Strike, the leaders are given a chance to
catch up with their followers, who weren'’t
previously aware they had leaders, let
alone needed any.

Ostentatious renunciation is greed
in its most warped and insidious form. By
their noisy refusal of art, the Art Strikers
affirm its importance and thus their own,
not unlike alcoholics whose AA meetings
testify to the power of the drug and thus
to their own power in collectively renounc-
ing it. But there the analogy ends. The Art
Strikers liken their strike to the syndicalist
General Strike so as to appropriate the
glamor of this obsolete tactic. But a Par-
ticular Strike is not a General Strike; and
the Art Strike, since it doesn’t include the
refusal of work by waged or salaried work-
ers (artists being generally self-employed
freelancers or independent contractors), is
not a strike at all.

What remains after artists forswear
art? Artists, of course. The Art Strike mag-
nifies the importance of artists even as it
eliminates their toil. Disencumbered of the
obligation to create, the artist no longer
must try to inform or agitate or even en-
tertain. All pretense to being useful to
other people can be dropped. But that’s not
to say artists are about to disappear into
the crowd—if they did, nobody would ever
notice there even was an Art Strike. No,
artists must instead make a production out
of their refusal to produce, they must
clamor for attention over what they don't
do, even though their credentials for inac-
tivity are precisely their previous art. This
is what makes the refusal of art elitist. The
Art Strike is a vanguardist notion: only
artists can refuse art, an only artists can
flatter themselves that they stand in the
way of an outburst of popular creativity.

Actually, the reason the hoi-poloi
don’t create art is not because they’re in-
timidated by “talented bullies,” but be-
cause their creative power has been so
suppressed—above all, by work—that

they devote their leisure hours to consump-
tion not creation. School, work, the fam-
ily, religion, rightism and leftism—these
thwart creativity. The sort of “art” created
by the Art Strike leadership, its various
predictions and pronouncements, is much
more opaque to the proles than the repre-
sentational art of pre-modern times, and
no less so than modern art, which is too
remote from everyday experience for any-
body to be bullied by it, unless by its repu-
tation, which, of course, will grow during
the Years Without Art.

Art Strike theorists are ambiguous
about the scope of the strike. If it repre-
sents the refusal of “creativity” by special-
ists, it is only for artists. But if the Art
Strike seeks to close down museums, li-
braries, and galleries, it must include the
workers for whom it would then be a real
strike, the employees of the cultural ap-
paratus unable to refuse their creativity
since nobody has ever called for it in the
first place. The janitor would as soon mop
up the museum as a nuclear power plant,
especially since the activist intellectuals
will hound him out of there too if they can.
Such workers already know firsthand what
artists require outlandish antics to com-
prehend—working for the cultural indus-
try is still working. Only for the artist is
the Art Strike a work of art. Others who
get involved would be but the paint the
striking artists apply to the canvas, props
in a performance-art piece. Human lives
and livelihoods as the stuff of art... What
artist in his or her deepest inwardness
hasn’t longed to echo Nero’s cry, What an
artist dies in me!

Since the Years Without Income
hold no appeal for the art industry prole-
tariat or its bureaucracy, they will no doubt
remain on the job. The impact of the strike
will be very uneven. Curators and librar-
ians will be glad to be rid of the hardest
part of their task—keeping abreast of new
artworks and conjecturing which ones will
pass the test of time. Art has been piling

Archive at hﬁp://qun.defrifus.nef/
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up since before the Bronze Age; three years
will not be time enough to reassess and
rearrange and redistribute the existing in-
ventory. Still, budget pressures may ease.
Music, already all but completely given
over to “classic hits,” will be living in the
past too. In lieu of live music, disco will
come back—it pretty much already has.
Most people watch TV, not stage plays;
now everybody will. Are the artists going
on strike so that, after three years we beg
them to come back? If theirs was a place
of privilege before, how high then will their
seat be in 1993? The real inspiration for
the Art Strike is not, as is pretended, the
general strike of the proletariat, but rather
something already depicted in a work of
art—the general strike of the capitalists
in Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged.

But artists won't have to wait three
years to profit from the Art Strike. Returns
will be immediate and they will increase

like compound interest. The Art Strike
cunningly acts upon supply, not demand.
Existing art will appreciate in value since
there won't be anything coming into the
market to compete with it. In addition,
there’s the surcharge conferred by the
mystique of extinction; subsequently, re-
cent art will lead the price rise as the last
of its kind. In fact, it will stand not as the
last but as the culmination, since the ide-
ology of progress so sways the Western
mind that it regularly mistakes the latest
of anything for the final form of a supposed
evolutionary process. The last shall be
made first, or at least it’ll be priced that
way. No wonder some of the less commer-
cially successful contemporary artists are
leading the Art Strike, and no wonder oth-
ers follow them. They don't propose ex-
actly to destroy artworks (although, if done
selectively, that would have nearly the
same effect as an Art Strike). The Years

Without Art will include nothing of the
kind, even if everybody joins the strike.
Instead, the Art Strike will create a car-
tel—its inspiration isn’t the IWW or the
CNT, but rather OPEC.

The Art Strike is not, for all its pro-
letarian posturing, in any way indebted to
the workers movement, except for the theft
of what you’d expect artists to steal—its
imagery. It enables artists to invest their
exhaustion with importance. The refusal
of art only certifies artists as the expert
interpreters of what nobody but artists do.
The art of refusal, on the other hand, acts
against what everybody does but nobody
once did, against work and submission to
the state. The art of refusal is the art of
living, which begins with the general strike
that never ends. b 3

Bob Black is the author of The Aboli-
tion of Work and Other Essays.

Addendum to Smile Magazine no. 11

CRITICS PRAISE STEWART HOME!

“When Home realized that the small
number of cultural fuck-offs calling them-
selves ‘The Neoist Cultural Conspiracy”
were more interested in having a good time
disorienting each other than in pedalling a
‘coherent’ ideology to a purportedly pas-
sive social mass, he came to understand
that associating with them would never
make him the intransigent revolutionary
leader he had aspired to be since childhood.
He realized that by and large the Neoists
were more focused on the details and nu-
ances of altering social reality than in con-
structing inflexible but ‘coherent’ identities
through language. And while Home took
pleasure in disparaging the Neoists, this
was precisely to hide the embarrassing
similarities between his own methods and
those of Neoist strong man Istvan Kantor.
But Kantor and Home tried to rally the un-
cooperative Neoists around their programs
with limited success—since Neoists greatly
preferred ‘actually experiencing’ strange
behavior to abstract mystifications,
whether those of ‘social process’ or fascist
‘mythology.” Home’s frustration with such
types had much to do with the economics
of the situation—since the very ‘bohemian’

traits which made Neoism valuable ran con-
trary to the expectations of the academic
leftists whose financial support Home
hoped to gain. Neoism was blatantly ‘stu-
pid’ by the bourgeois standards of the aca-
demic art world, and involved pretending
to go crazy; an activity which Home found
distastefully unprofitable, though he la-
belled such activity elitist.

“For Home to attend the ICA under the
pretense of ‘getting his hands dirty,” and
then criticize Prigent for using the ICA’s
xerox is typical of the manipulations in
which he engages. It is a perfect example
of the lack of sympathy often displayed to-
wards those individuals who do not ‘rigor-
ously carry out’ their ideological programs
(to what would usually be debilitating con-
clusions) by other individuals with similar
‘failings.’” It remains to be known whether
Home’s ‘critical’ getting his hands dirty at
the ICA will turn up on his CV, as another
example of the blatant inconsistencies of
his approach—once justified with exactly
the same compromises used by those he
most strongly criticizes.

“Home’s assertion that Ais critical pro-
gram contains only negations and no alter-

natives is rubbish. Throughout his work we
are exposed to the programs of the redis-
tribution of wealth, polymorphous sexual-
ity, the unitary present and other reductive
neo-leftist claptrap. That Home should then
introduce Henry Flynt’s ‘Acognitive Cul-
ture’ (sic) is more incoherence. Flynt’s
ideas are based on philosophy and math-
ematics, two forms of bourgeois occultism
which have no place in the collective revo-
lution of the proletariat. Like Home’s,
Flynt’s textbook nihilism is saturated with
academic cliches and inconsistencies which
make proletarians recoil in boredom. Such
abstractions have the same function as
advertising or soap operas—to reify a con-
structed reality threatened by the negative
power of those who refuse to do anything
at all, the working class.

“They circled around the young Anar-
chist, their white robes blowing in the
breeze. Then the sandals went in—HARD!
The satisfying sound of splintering bone in
the parking lot. They were the shock troops
of the Moorish Science Temple and had no
sympathy for the lies of a satanic skinhead,
especially a ‘communist.” Each of them
knew in his heart that it was the devilish
white-tailed motherfuckers like this that
kept the power going despite whatever lies
they would tell you to the contrary—they
were THE ENEMY.”
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GET IT OUT OF YOUR SYSTEM

The following letters were lent to YAWN by PhotoStatic
Magazine, a publication which is participating in the Art
Strike 1990-1993. They can be considered as a cross
section of the responses to the Art Strike, and to some extent
typify the ways in which people interpret the action as
being counterproductive. Most of them, of course, miss the
point that it is the intent of the Art Stike to “create as least
as many problems as it solves.” Although it is not YAWN
’s intent to offer dogmatic “clarifications” of what the Art
Strike is “all about,” it does behoove us to offer some
response in an effort to stimulate dialog which will hope-
fully be a means of critiquing what art is “all about” in the
current mood of fin-de-millennium. The reader is encour-
aged to look beyond YAWN ‘s response to each letter, as
well as the letter itself, and formulate opinions and critiques
that point us in the direction of reconstructing creativity and

its role in culture.

Dear YAWN,

...Thanks for your YAWN. | had to

smile. It'susually the other way round....
London, England

im writing about this art strike— i
think it is a mistake— granted big busi-
ness takes (eventually) from the cutting
edge of visual art, music, literature &
twists it to their own service— but they
could probably do this w/outyou guys—
or perhaps, w/out you guys doing it,
they wouldnt even have to waste their
time w/it— they could use the same old
shit all over again— in say a ten to
twelve year cycle— sound familiar?

besides, dont all you people already
hold hands w/big business all the time?
i do. i think we all do. if you turn on yr
electric light you line the power
companys pocket— the fridge, the car,
the heat, buy anything from the super-
market or the dept store, any store, any
service (nearly)—its all a big cycle you
cantdo shitabout— dont fall prey to the
ideathat what clothes this system wears
has anything to do w/anything— they
dont mind changing clothes— in fact it
might be the book theyve been looking
for— more new styles to sell—

i am not a visual artist so excuse me
if im stupid but it seems there are many
good things that come from an active
underground culture— a culture that
usually revolves around the “arts”—
there are many people out in this coun-

try who dont believe in how its going &
relish the opportunity to see, hear, read
something that puts it all into a clear
picture for them so they dont think they
are the only ones & crazy—

as to whether story-tellers should
ceasetellingtheir stories forthree years,
it is ludicrous! sometimes i think the
only ones telling the truth on paper
anymore (ever?) are the micro-press
story-tellers (not ALL who claim to be
that, just the few who have honed their
ability to rid the vision)— i know people
need the stories i tell them— they say
so— i dont give a shit what hewlett-
packard or i.b.m. or honeywell think,
steal, care about my stories— in reality
i believe im invisible to them—

an art strike wont change the course
of events— it wont seal the hole in the
ozone layer (if you want to attempt to aid
that, stop driving yr cars & bury the
fridge out back & turn off the air-condi-
tioning...), itwont stop the war between
the banks & the mafiain central america,
it wont stop greed, hatred, selfishness,
abandonment of children to cruel gov-
ernmental systematic crushing, it wont
do any of that or anything at all, except
stop itself— & i’ll miss great pieces like
the ollie north full metal jerkoff piece &
lipface marilyn monroe & etc. i urge you
all to just stop taking yrselves so seri-
ously & CREATE... imagine, discuss,
describe for those millions out there
who have for whatever reasons lost their

ability to do this— these are the fucking
DARK NEW AGES— dont stop carrying
the light of the true universe— perse-
vere— fuck the outcome— fuck the
system— who cares?

ps. if football was gone for three
years, people would miss it. if baseball
was gone, people would miss that too. if
poetry motel or PhotoStatic Magazine
were gone for three years twenty people
would miss them for one year & then no
one.

pps. angry juveniles spit: im gonna
run away from home, and, and, and...
THEN THEYLL BE SORRY!

Duluth, Minnesota

YAWN says: By focusing on “big busi-
ness,” “underground culture,” “the
ozone,” and other pop culture buzz
words, you've neatly avoided the broader
issues raises by the Art Strike. Instead
you’ve focused on trying to make the Art
Strike look stupid. Well, Art Strike /s a
bad idea, but it is not, in fact, a stupid
one. It raises some real issues that can
yield practical benefits if honestly con-
fronted.

Art Strike has less to do with “...big
business tak[ing]... from the cutting
edge... twist[ing] it to their own ser-
vice...” and more to do with the so-
called “cutting edge” setting out from
the startto servenot just “big business”
(a banal and ultimately “easy” target)
but the status quo of culture and all that
represents it in daily life.

Of course Art Strike will be ineffective
in terms of its overt aims. This will be
one of its biggest successes. You sug-
gestinyour postscript that “art strikers”
are going to hold their collective breath
until they turn blue as a childish means
of getting attention. However, “art strik-
ers” quite fully expect no one to care!
This apathy would be proof that art as a
category and mindset is irrelevant and
discardable. The “art strikers” know and
understand that no one would miss art if
it were missing for three years. It would
be too easy to replace it with antique
cars, artificial sex partners, and, as you
suggest, organized athletics. This is a
large part of the point of the Art Strike. It
is merely the first step towards liberat-
ing creativity from the narrowness of
“Art.”

...I'msorry to hearthat you are shutting
down PhotoStatic Magazine for the
strike, although I know that’s not a very
interesting reaction. I'm still consider-
ing the issues involved. | certainly don’t

find the five reasons you give too con-
vincing. Reason #1 says thatyou’re strik-
ing because you support the motives
behind the Art Strike, but leaves it open
what you actually think of the strike
itself. Reasons #2 through #4 seem like
reasons to keep publishing PhotoStatic
Magazine, not to stop; you’re register-
ing a protest, ok, butin practice, it’ll just
make things worse. Also, in #5, you
imply that shutting down the magazine
is a good idea in and of itself, Art Strike
or no Art Strike. This all adds up to a
rather peculiar way of “supporting” the
strike. Finally, | have a lot of problems
with #2. | fail to see how observing Art
Strike in any way relates to the “larger
cultural context.” Face it, Art Strike is
specificto our “subculture,” and has no
chance of reaching almost anyone out-
side of it. I's intrinsically incomprehen-
sible to anyone outside the subculture.
(Admittedly, it may cause members of
that subculture to consider the larger
cultural context.) Ifound Art Strike more
interesting as a hypothetical proposal
(asitwas presentedin PhotoStatic Maga-
zine #34) than as an actual course of
action. Martyrdom for nothing. (Al-
though perhaps for you it’s not martyr-
dom, forthereasons givenabove.) [Don’t
print any of this, by the way. I’'m just
ruminating, | haven’t made up my mind
sufficiently to speak in print.]Wheaton,
[llinois

YAWN answers: Inthe case of the Art
Strike, supporting the means is the way
to support the motives. In principle, the
goal of the Art Strike is to get people (not
just artists) away from the notion of
subculturesthroughencouragingamore
pervasive activism. Why squander the
creative impulse on art when there’s a
world of problems to be solved? These
so-called subcultures only serve to dif-
fuse the energies of the creative public
so that they pose no collective threat to
establishment culture. Art Strike is a
lens, focusing rays of light to a fine
point, concentrating their power, caus-
ing whatever is examined under it to
burn into a fine, black ash that will blow
away with the first wind.

| don’t understand the art strike. Do
you long to believe in popular songs?
Why are we going to exchange whispers
while the media continues to scream?
Are you minding the media? It’s Christ-
mas again and | hear the mannequins
sing. It makes me forget something...
Atlanta, Georgia

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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YAWN counters: The Art Strike is a
call to stop whispering and start
screaming.

PhotoStatic Magazine is a weapon!
Don’tthrow away your arms! You strike
when you agitate! You strike when you
fight! or die! New York City

YAWN responds: Art Strike is a more
powerful weapon because it is
agitational, confrontational, and in fact
is a call for more activity, not less. Let us
reject useless “creativity” and instead
create something useful.

Forsome time now | have beentrying
to comprehend PhotoStatic Magazine.
Now that you are going “on strike” |
won’t have to try anymore. | hope you
have lots of free time to invent more
definitions for things, and will be able to
talk and think constantly about what art
“is,” what creativity “is,” and make up a
lot of new things that you think they
mean.

It would be interesting if saying a
thing /s something actually made it so,
like if you said “art is important” or “art
is bullshit,” and then it was. Taking
subjective experience for objective real-
ity, and trying to sell it to someone,
provides a great deal of diversity and
interest in daily life.

| like to imagine that there are people
who read PhotoStatic Magazineand say
“Yes! This is all true! These ideas are all
very important!” And | wonder what that
sort of person will do when they have to
have ideas of their own, ornone atall, for
3 years.

Send me a dollar and | will pray for
you. Cambridge, Massachusetts

YAWN concurs: Right you are, Cam-
bridge! Lacking real reference points in
the terrain of everyday life leaves most
of us to adopt those coordinates only
too eagerly provided by mass commu-
nication, consumer politics, and pro-
duction-line ideology. To suggest that
what’s handed down to us by our par-
ents (or our college art professors) is
somehow “correct” is as lazy as it is
dangerous. YAWN sincerely hopes
that the hole left in the followers of
PhotoStatic Magazine's lives is spack-
led in by an intense examination of the
world around them with an eye toward
determining whether or not life as it is is
at all acceptable.

So sad that PhotoStatic Magazine will
be taking a 3 year absence. I'll miss your
great reviews.... Herndon, Virginia

YAWN suggests: It’s time to do your
own reviews!

| received the news of your participa-
tioninthe “Art Strike” with some feeling.

| guess, finally, | don’t dispute the deci-
sion, but | doubt the motives. Person-
ally, Ifind the art strike somewhat threat-
ening. To what? To expression. To my
work. | hope no one objects if | do not
participate in the strike.

...| think art is already a strike. I'm
just getting rolling on what art is, espe-
cially in relation to society. If something
is wrong in society, that is occasion for
more, not less, art. To me, an art strike
would mean increased activity not a
shutting down. If society is bad, it is the
artists’ responsibility. They should get
off their asses not sit down on them. |
though of doing some “art scab” pieces,
butthatisn’treally the point | don’tthink.

PhotoStatic Magazine was doing so
well these past half dozen issues or so.
| am surprised you are so willing to
suspend publication. Nevertheless, ...of
allpeople, I thinkyou have the rightto go
on strike. You have published a lot of
other people’s work and perhaps owe it
to yourself to take a break and do some-
thing strictly for yourself. That | can
understand. With thatin mind | wishyou
well in whatever you do. | look forward
to your newsletter or comment letter. |
wonder who will take up the slack left by
PhotoStatic Magazine’s hiatus. Are you
directing contributors anywhere?

I hope you will find reasons to keep in
touch. Perhaps you will issues a strike
newsletter with work from familiar con-
tributors....

With some sense of an important
passing, | am

Sincerely, Wichita, Kansas
YAWN responds: A response to this
letter would be redundant; these issues
have been dealt with above. But let us
simply belabor one point: No one will
mind ifyou do notjoin the Art Strike. The
decision is entirely up to you. The Art
Strike springs from multiple sources,
and Art Strike dogma as such is not
handed down from on high. Keep con-
sidering the issues. That is the most
important part.

...I'd like to comment on the Art
Strike. | don’t quite know what to make
of it. Yes, attention should be drawn to
the unfortunate fact that art has been
amalgamated with advertising and the
commodity, and that the culture indus-
try should be dismantled. However, in-
sofar as it is the commodification of art
and the reification of social relations
which is being addressed in the Art
Strike, and insofar as those artists who
serve as specialists for the spectacle will
not be in any way affected by the Art
Strike, it seems unfortunate to me that
those who consciously recognize the
problems of ourtime and attempt to deal
with them, albeit in an esthetic man-
ner..., are those who are going to stop

doing so for three years. Certainly, art
cannot negate art, and | commend the
Art Strike for seeking to go beyond “anti-
art” to address problems of life. How-
ever, have you completely given up the
idea that art can, possibly, communi-
cate a need to go beyond itself—es-
thetic self-negation, asitwere? ...Again,
while | agree that “more needs to
be done,” | wonder if Art Strike is really
thismore, and | wonderifitisn’t perhaps
less....

In a way, doesn’t Art Strike give the
esthetic specialists of the spectacle ev-
erything by no longer challenging them
on esthetic grounds? The problem with
Art Strike is that it does not ... delineate
how art is to be determinately
overcome,it rather ... leaves the terrain
of esthetics to the practitioners of banal-
ity, i.e., it doesn’t fight for the kernel of
truth which is in Dada and surrealist
oriented esthetics and which needs to
be realized on the terrain of everyday
life. It seems that to advocate the sup-
pression of art as such, for three years
... is what in Hegelian philosophy we
would call an “undialectical” movement,
one that does not supersede, i.e., does
not realize and suppress, art. | would
arguethatakernel of truth must be taken
out of artand the false shellin which itis
encased must be discarded, this, rather
than art as a whole being trashed.

In other words, Art Strike, it seems to
me, implicitly poses a false dichotomy
between life and art. As | see it, the
choice is between life (free subjectivity)
and the reification of life one lives in the
spectacle (and in the workplace), with
spectacularization being only one mo-
ment of art. Thus, it is not art as such
which, if forbidden, would be followed
by revolution, but the use of art in the
spectacle which, because of its function
of mystifying the populace, if abolished,
would be followed by revolution. ...
“The established meaninglessness and
separation give rise to the general crisis
of traditional artistic means—a crisis
linked to the experience of alternative
ways of living or to the demand for such
experience. Revolutionary artists are
those who call for intervention; and who
have themselves intervened in the spec-
tacle to disrupt and destroy it.” The
question is, does Art Strike do this, or
does it do it better than say, some other
type of activity, which at this point I leave
unspecified? lowa City, lowa

YAWN maintains: Art Strike does in-
deed “...supercede, i.e. realize andsup-
press art.” If you think of Art Strike as
art, then it is evident that Art Strike is
impossible: for in it, fo give up art is to
realize it. If Art Strike is art, during Art
Strike, Art Strike itself won’t be possible.
Further, what Art Strike suggests about
revolutionary intervention is that

nonparticipation in the status quo is one
way to take the needed time to invent
and decide how the world should be,
and work for it. The participation which
the system demands of each individual
creates the collective illusion of consen-
sus; because “everyone doesit,” “it must
be right.” Art Strike could aim at propa-
gating to all spheres, so that the refusal
of the system by significant numbers of
peopleis whatbringsitdown. Of course,
that still leaves the problem of what to
replace it with. We should all help to
decide that one.

...Artis a safe, a very safe word. The
big mask. Atlanta, Georgia

YAWN responds: Indeed itis, Atlanta.
Haven’t we had enough of insults mas-
querading as cultural achievements and
sources of knowledge?

...Art Strike is a test.

| like the Art Strike more and more
because people mustexpresstheir opin-
ions about it—even those who feign
apathy mustinform you that they don’t
care. | never liked Christo until I read his
statement that if doesn’t matter what
you think about his work. If you think
about it, you're thinking about art and
that's what matters. That statement
changed a lot of things for me. | can
paint my little pictures, or not, and |
don’t have tobe an artist or do art or
make a statement. | can have fun and
goof around, without defining it.

And | don’t have to decide whether or
not to join the Art Strike or even write
(1990-1993). I can just think about it or
not. Master control programming inten-
sifies the status quo and demoralizes
the class struggle! You are what you
hate! Cambridge, Massachusetts

YAWN says: I'mwithyou, Cambridge!
The refusal of creativity (as itis conven-
tionally constituted) is the affirmation of
the value of our lived lives! You've al-
ready been on Art Strike, and pleasantly
conscious of the fact! Keep up the great
work! And don’t participate in the Art
Strike (1990-1993)!

YAWN welcomes letters fromits read-
ers. Please be advised that anything sent
to YAWN may be used for publication
without specific prior consent being
given by the senders. Also, be it known
that YAWN will not attribute work,
unless the content of the work benefits
from such attribution. Inasmuch as this
is an interactive information sheet,
YAWN depends on its readers for
suport in the form of responses and
work created forits sporadically appear-
ing output. You need notaddress the Art
Strike in your work: there are many
problems to be solved. Tackle one.
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Broken Promises

My position on the Art Strike (i.e.: one white
boy’s knee-jerk materialist anaysis): it seemsto
me that easy access to the means of artistic
(re)production (photocopiers & cassette tapes)
altered the material relations between some cul-
tural workers & the commodities they produce.
Thisresultsin (or co-occurswith) achanged set of
social relations. Since access to the means of
production is no longer necessarily controlled/
mediated by a hierarchical class of “owners’
(including editors/galleries/critics, viatheir “ own-
ership” of cultural validation), a network of cul-
tural workershasevolved, producing & exchang-
ing their work amongst themselves, and creating
asub-culture: that of mail art and “ Networking.”

In reaction to the hierarchical control system
inthemass-mediated dominant “ art” culture, some
confused ideas appear in the mail art sub-culture.
Oneisthat al participantshaveequal accesstothe
“network.” Weareall affirmed ascreativebeings,
and offered a completely open venue of expres-
sion, to bejudged only on the merits of our work.
A similar ideaisthat al product of the“ network”
areinsomeway of equal value—theperennial “no
rejections/documentation to all” mail art show.
Ideally, thiswould put the responsihility for criti-
cal response on each individual viewer; but in
reality, the role of cultural consumer hasn’t kept
pace with changed roles of cultural producer.
Folksstill seemtowait for validation of their work
by some outside arbiter—Factsheet Five, for in-
stance. Hence the endl ess bitch when your favor-
ite’ zine pansyour | atest cassette. The situationis
self-imposed, though—by complaining about

unfavorable reviews, the artist gives the power of validation to that
reviewer. | believe that folks must learn to make their own critical
judgements, and that intelligent reviews by other folks can help with
that, if folkscan read them asonly one person’ s opinion instead of

gospel.

I think of that process(peoplelearningtothink for themsel ves)
asrevolutionary. Likewise, it srevolutionary whenfolkstry to
break out the mold of “received culture” and act (asin “take
action,” not as in “pretend”) creatively and freely. The
unfulfilled promise of the “Network” as one venue for
that kind of activity issomething that should beaddressed
and criticized—but just because much of what is
produced is shit doesn’t mean that the processis a
failure. Wefail if we aren’t critical enough in our

judgements (of self and others), if we don't
take responsibility for doing good (honest,
relevant, communicative, fun) work. So,
I’'m happy to spout Art Strike propaganda
as an excuse to provoke discussion of al
theseissues, evenas| continueto “make
art.” Pretty consistently, these
discussions are honest, relevant,
communicative and fun.
[Cleveland, Ohio

PRETENTIOUS DRIVEL STRIKE (1990-1993)

Inasubjectivesurvey conducted by YAWN, the
following data were collected from 67 letters,
notes, and postcards sent to this address, each by
a different correspondent. In a follow-up, each
was asked their opinion about the Art Strike
(1990-1993). YAWN has determined that:

Social revolution

contains al the possihilities of culture, real-
ized rather than depicted. Culture, initscur-
rent forms, serves either to oppress and stu-
pefy the “lower” classes, or to glorify the
personalitiesand mystificationsof theruling
elite. Art which criticizes the establishment
is reintegrated into it, defusing useful com-
prehensionofitshorror. TheimpossibleClass,
opentoall, whichlivesoutsidethemoralisms
of work, speech, art and participation, re-
fuses the world of appearances. Goals are
unmediated criticism, sabotage, and the es-
tablishment of impossible utopias. The sepa-
rations which deny life dissolve in non-par-

ticipation. [ASAC

48%

12%

Dear YAWN: | think the Art Strike should be
extended to include all ideological discourse, es-

15% approved of the Art Strike pecially such overworked figurative phrases as
12% approved of its goals, but not the means | *€/8ss struggle.” Then—who knows—we might
7%  approved of the means, but not the goals | St&t ?uﬁ%%tv’vslttt])g?cazg:;eﬂ
48% didn’'t know
1%  wereindifferent YAWN says: You'reright Dallal.?s.al Vl\/a:s?w-gﬁ?csi
17% disapproved '

talk to each other. Next time you have some-
thing to say, try sending a letter with some

This survey is not scientific. substance instead of a sarcastic postcard.

ERIMES EOMMISSION

Millions Spent

to keep the population of the Western Alliance
passive and bored. In the arena of opiation,
“security” is sold by the uneasy state in an
unending quest for greater public sacrifice
to build up useless military arsenals. Tele-
vision crimes are committed interna-
tionally, with ideological condition-
ing sessions occurring unrelentingly.
The end result: a culture based
“on waste, a people pathetic-
ally apathetic. Cut the eye-

(=}

chains. Pop the tube. Cool
the cathode. Shut it off.

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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Last Gasp of the ASAC East Coast USA

Thistextwasdraftedimmediately before 1990 andisbeing distributed from
P.O. Box 22142, Baltimore MD 21203. The Art Strike Action Committee
which operated fromthisP.O. Box hasceased to “exist” with the beginning
of thestrikeand will suspend itsactionsof public agitation and debate over
“political” and “cultural” questions. The P.O. Box will remain open and
revert to use by its former owners who will mail one copy of thistext and
one Art Strike flyer to anyone who writes concerning the Art Strike. This
is basically to get such correspondents off their backs. The primary
functions of the Art Strike, asformulated by the various groupsinvolved,
weretoincreasethepresenceof critical political attitudesin certainsections
of the palitical and art communities, make the cynical positions of certain
careerist hacks less tenable, and to demoralize any naive “artists’ who
might otherwise go their entire lives without having the content of their
religious/ruling classattitudescalled into question. On al these counts, the
pre-strike response has shown hilarious success. On the other hand, there
has been an unfortunate momentum, internal and external, to mystify the
strike by comparisons with other cultural events (of course, in a certain
sense the strikeisa“cultural event,” albeit one which reverses the values
put forth by nearly al other “culture”). Themost typical formationisto see

“conceptual art piece.” The mystifying actions of some organizers have
tended to promotethisreading, most notably thosewho have acted without
anonymity and those who have “assthetically elaborated” the Strike,
fetishizing it. It is apparent that the socially constructed attitudes which
surround “ Art” arewell reinforced in certain popul ations and many people
find it difficult to shift away from them.

USE NON-PARTICIPATION

the Strike' sprimary organizersas*“ Artists’ for whom the public strikeisa

What Would Be the Role
of the University?

Education in general and the university in particular are part of the
web of domination and have to be destroyed if we are to be free.
As technology, the systematic science of relating to the world
through artifice, has developed, artificial “knowledge” has come
to replace experiential knowledge. We “learn” by reading or
listening to the words of experts or performing a set of prescribed
rituals called experiments in a totally artificial environment called
a laboratory (and this only after we've taken in enough of the
words of the experts). In fact, we are taught to believe that what
we “know” is what authority tells us is true and that this is more
trustworthy than our own experience.

Sothe university is nothing more than an indoctrination center
for training us to accept authority and the dominant ideology.
There may, indeed, be material in a university that can be used in
the undermining of authority, but it has to be used in a way that
utterly undermines the university itself, a way that counters the
dominant ideology with the knowledge that comes from direct
lived experience. And ultimately, that means destroying all
universities and schools along with the rest of the web of

domination. )
omination [Karen Eliot
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A Sentence for the Culture Industry

We cannot get out of your shadow and we know that; and we know that we
love the shadowy pleasures of your dominion—not the way you do, taking
your own products as omens of liberty, but loving helplessly, entranced,
loving theleversof your control; also, we know that we arethe same asyou
because we are of you, born of your rib, inconceivable without you, that is,
we know that we are corrupt, paranoid, and parasitic; and finally we know
that we want more than anything else to oppose you and that iswhy we are
creating this conceptual suicide, this passionate act of love. [ASAC-CA

pposeyou could takeaway thetics,
what would there be left? | consist
f tics—there' d be nothing left

A sufferer of Tourette Syndrome

GIVE THE ART WORD TO THE ART WORLD

GlIVE UP

JOIN THE

WORD STRIKE
1991-1993

From January 1, 1991 to December 31, 1993, dont say “art” uniess you mesn “money.”
Wite: WORD STRIKE ACTION COMMITTEE PO Box 1500 New York, NY 10009 U.S.A.

Art Strike Action Committees (ASACs)
ASAC (California), P.O. Box 170715, San Francisco CA 94117 USA

ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WCTN 3XX, England
ASAC (Eire), c/o Tony Lowes, Allihies, Bantry, West Cork, Ireland
2076 ASAC (Latin America), C. de Correos 1211, Montevideo Uruguay
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I CAN'T TAKE IT IN. THEY MUST HAVE BEEN
LYING TO ME ALL ALONG. THEY ALWAYS
SAID THEY ONLY WANTED ME TO HAVE A
HAPPY LIFE... BUT THEY WOULDN'T INSIST
ON TAKING SO MUCH IF THEIR INTERESTS *
WERE REALLY THE SAME AS MINE...

o
DID | REALLY MEAN SO LITTLE TO YOU THAT .+«
YOU COULD USE ME UP, LIKE A TUBE OF
TOOTHPASTE, AND THROW ME AWAY, FOR
THE SAKE OF CAPITAL ADVANCEMENT? =

I'M SORRY, BOSS. BUT WHEN | REALIZED THAT MY %
'hk 'h,. LIFE IS LIMITED BY OPTIONS IMPOSED BY AN
QUTSIDE POWER, | KNEW | HAD TO TAKE
CONTROL. YOU WERE JUST USING ME TO GET
ON. BUT I'M NOT SO VERY DIFFERENT, IN A WAY.
I—I"VE BEEN USING YOU, TOO. | CANNOT .
PARTICIPATE IN THIS ANY LONGER. IT MAKES
. COWARDS AND BEGGARS OF US ALL...

Why | Invented Art Strike (1990- 1993)

Art Strike (1990-1993) is a NET, of fine mesh, to capture those with heads TOO LARGE.
Suspended by the net of Art Strike (1990-1993) they hang together discussing, analyzing,
rehashing, criticizing Art Strike (1990-1993), those who have been caught in it, those who
have slipped through, and their opinions about them and everything. The NET cleans out
the lightweights, the weaklings, the BIG-HEADED ones, shunting them into a quiet cul-de-
sac of permanent artisticism, Artist-Club members reading the minutes of dll previous
meetings fo each other over and over again, perpetually rewriting their constitution,
rejustifying themselves and the World Artisticists’ Party. Art Strike (1990-1993) causes non-
contributors, windbags, perpetual theoreticians, to become SELF-PURGING, clearing the
path for those who are artists by virtue of their actions, removing those who are Artists By
Self-Proclamation. Producers and contributors have free rein, no more encumbered by jaw-
flappers and ideologues. Art is Demythicised by removal of the mythicists and redefiners,
manifestoists and movement-joiners. Art Strike can only be a complete success if it becomes
PERMANENT, or induces all participants to suicide. Cambridge, Massachusetts

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

What decision

will YOU
make?

FﬁGUS
FOTOS

by Mark Forbes

It' s been said that the purpose of a pictureis “to inform
peopleabout theworld.” But how muchof theinformation
gleaned from a photograph is a result of the cold, fact-
oriented, perspectival nature of the process itself, and
how much of it depends on the motivations of the
individual making or presenting the photograph?

Thecameraisamechanical de-contextualizer, tearing
off pieces of the whole picture. Y et every such shred of
verity seems completein and of itself. Thisisthereason
for our warning: one cannot trust even the most
“objective” datumif itiscollected by thebiased operative
of an enterprisedevoted to either commerceor ideol ogy.
The ends of each are the same: the control of materials
and thus power by controlling peoples’ attitudes.

Photojournalism, often seenasa*“noble” profession,
lendsmuch credibility andimmediacy tothereporting of
the news, the global gossip that serves to reinforce
institutionally imposed collective attitudes. Journalism
puts the “prop” in propaganda. Advertising is its
alter-ego.

Photography is responsible for replacing lived
experience with a strange, boring, irreality that is al
surface, nosubstrate. Part of thesi cknessof contemporary
social lifecomesfromtheimagesinthe massmediathat
many of usaspireto. That weareat al willing to aspire
tomereimagesistelling. But the problem liesnotin the
depiction of role models for people to follow (athough
onewould likely take exception to those choosing these
models: ad men and the corporatefantasiesthey become
mouthpieces for). The rea problem lies in peoples
willingness to follow any models that are thrown up in
front of them. It would seem that, “That which appears
is good, that which is good appears.” Therefore people
aspire to afantasy designed to sell beer, detergent, and
thelike. Not that these commoditiesarewithout use, itis
simply that focusing on them obsessively is of benefit
only to their sellers. It isthe gulf between the perceived
irreality of corporate fantasy and the poverty of daily
existence itself that causes people to be dissatisfied.

People must be made to know that their daily lifeis
athousand times moreinteresting than anything thrown
uponaTV screen or depicted in magazines.
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VOICES/Would it bother you if artists ceased p
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Aylesa Singly, 30
Account manager
Chicago, Ill.

It wouldn’t bother me
aslongasl knew everyone
stopped creating—and not
just becauseeveryoneelse
wasdoingit, but becausea
belief that it would makea
real differenceinpeoples
lives. Wereally dohaveto
protect our cultural integ-
rity. If museums, art
schools, and advertising
agencies would close
down for threeyears| be-
lieveit would makeared
difference.

Karl Rosen, 45
Corporate travel director
Anaheim, Calif.

Yes.Itisadisregardfor
my right to experiencethe
fine arts in the public in-
stitution of my choice.
Museums are supposed to
beplaceswhereyoucanget
away from all the hassles.
Whoistosay that“they”—
the art police, concerned
artists—will stop at only
three years without art?
Also, if artistruly for the
people,itshouldbefreeand
opentoanyonewhowants
to encounter it.

Pinky Gilbert, 46
Real estate agent
Smyrna, Ga.

| have nothing to hide,
the last time | created any-
thing was when | turned a
high school cafeteria lunch
tray into an abstract kind of
sculpture, so it wouldn’t
bother me if other people
wanted to give up such ause-
less activity like making art.
You could check up on me
anytimeduring the art strike,
but you'd be wasting your
time. My life is an open
book—and during the art
strike you can bet I'll be do-
ing more productive and
more meaningful thingswith
my time.

Dave Hall, 63
Retired boilermaker
Gibbstown, N. J.

No. | support what the
art strike hasto do to pro-
tect our cultural progress.
If any Art Strike Action
Committeeweretocall on
me for support through
artisticinaction, | wouldnot
hesitate. Youaren’t going
to find my name ascribed
to any artistic production
for 3 years—or 30 years
even! Itsdefinitely theright
choicefor Americanartists.
Foreign artists, too.

Joy Corbett, 38
Diamond saleswoman
Coon Rapids, Minn.

Yes, | shouldn'tfedl that Big
Brother is watching while |
check out a Van Gogh. Just
because artistic expression is
something you feel inside, a
burning inner passion, doesn’t
mean you're reinforcing the
stereotype of artists as flaky
visionaries. Toomany artistsare
discriminated against because
nonartists who promote 3
years—or even one day!—
without art act concerned about
the state of art in aworld gone
med. Real artistsknowwhat real
lifeis. Their surveillancewould
only promote discrimination.
Artstrikers are Artcriminals.

1990: THE END

T.he E.ntire P.opulation

OF ART (IFICE)

supports the ART STRIKE

Bordeaux, France—Lapolicea
démantelé un réseau trafiquants, en
arrétant 13 personnes, aqui 278 Kg
d artont étésaisis. Il s'agitd unedes
plus importantes prises d'art en
France apréscellequi avait eulieua
Paris (1 tonne) en 1988 et les 300
kilos découverts a Brest. La bande
serait liéeal’ un desprincipaux deal -
ers du monde de I'art... L'art était
camouflé dans des armoires
d’ appartements d’ une zone résiden-
tielle de laville. Il se trouvait dans
des sacs contenant chacun un kilo
d'art, avec cette inscription: “ Pureté
100 pour 100.” C’est bienfait. [LD5

(Thepolicehavedisbanded anet-
work of traffickers, arresting 13 per-
sons, fromwhom 278 Kg of art were
seized. The raid was one of the most
important seizures of art ever to oc-
cur in France, after the ones which
took place in Paris (1 ton) in 1988,
and the 300 Kg discovered on board
aboatlast MayinBrest. Thetraffick-
erswerelinked tooneof themainart
dealersin the world... The art was
hidden away inside the closets of
apartments in a residential area of
the city. It was found in bags, each
containing 1 Kg of art, marked “ Pu-
rity: 100%” . Well done.)

Anticopyright is a distribution service for agitational and generally scurrilous art/
flyposters. The basic idea is this: | provide a photocopier and a central address.
Anyone who has any work they want sticking up here, there and everywhere sends
in a few copies which | will reproduce. Anyone who wants posters to stick up will
write in and ask for them. A catalog will be provided as soon as it's off the ground.
| want posters from everyone who can hold a pen in their hand, and for everyone
who can hold a glue pot or use their eyes. A good distribution service, as well as
plastering the walls of the world with unbuyable art is a good way of exchanging
and developing work. Everyone is invited to contribute in whatever way they think
suitable. | need people to send in work, people to place the posters, and | also need
donations to run the project. If enough people get involved it is hoped to publish
the first catalogue and fully launch the project early in 1990. All correspondence
is welcome. Anticopyright, P.O. Box 368, Cardiff CF2 1SQ Wales UK.
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ART PRESS REVIEW

by GRANT KESTER

self with those publications that represent

the institutionalized art world. SMILE
magazine might be said to represent the de-in-
stitutionalized art world.

SMILE emerged out of the Neoist “ Cultural
Conspiracy,” an obscure pseudo-movement that
was initiated in Canada in 1977 by a Hungar-
ian correspondence and performance artist
named Istvan Kantor. Kantor, at the suggestion
of fellow mail artist David Zack, assumed the
name Monty Cantsin and for the next fiveyears
produced work under thisname. Zack retrieved
the concept of the“ multiplename” asacritique
of bourgeois notions of individuality from the
Berlin Dada movement. In theory anyone who
wanted to could produce work (publications,
music, performances, etc.) using the Cantsin
identity. In fact, for several years only Kantor
used the name and it became associated prima-
rily with his activities. This led to the creation
in 1984 of a second “multiple identity,” Karen
Eliot. Around the same time Stewart Home, an
English Neoist, suggested the creation of amul-
tiple identity magazine to be called SMILE.
There are now a number of different versions
of SMILE magazine being published, through-
out Europe, England, and the U.S. The Eliot
and Cantsin names, as well as SVIILE maga-
Zine, are available and open for any and al to
use.

Neoismisof particular importance because
it engages many of the same issues treated by
recent Postmodern work. Thecritique of “origi-
nality” or commodification taken up by artists
like Sherrie Levine and Jeff Koons, however, is
waged from within the art world itself, through
the production of art objects. Neoism, coming
out of Fluxusand Situationist rootswhich privi-
lege non-object activities, offers a valuable al-
ternative model. Neoism managesto advance a
cornvincing critique of commodified art produc-
tion, while at the same time sustaining a sup-
port system that allows for an ongoing process
of theoretical and practical dialogue.

Neoist practiceis characterized by an often
deliberate confusion of meaning, intention, and
identity. For them, to be artists in a society in
which “culture” inall itsforms (fine art, televi-
sion, advertising) is a primary agent of politi-
cal domination is an inherently contradictory
act. Art privilegesthe very values of “individu-
aity” and “creativity” that are constantly de-

Typically the art press review concerns it

For Neoists, to be artists in a society in which
“culture” inall itsformsisa primary agent of
political domination is an inherently
contradictory act.

nied by the economic reality of capitalism.
Thus, their relationship to their own “creativ-
ity” can only be equivocal: “ Today we are no
longer stupid enough to imagine that what we
do isnew, or even that such an assertion does
not imply a progression and hence a certain
‘newness.” Wewill continueto repeat the same
old gestures with increasing unoriginality.”
Neoism elaborates its cultural critique
through three interrelated projects devel oped
specifically in SMILE magazine: multiple
identities, plagiarism, and the“art strike.” The
multiple identity concept is aimed at under-
mining the false individualism of capitalist
society: “...capitalism controlsby naming and
describing ... by rendering names meaning-
lesswe make control impossible” SMILE also
engages in a process of rampant plagiarism.
They steal material not only from outside

sources (Henry Flynt’'s Blueprint for a Higher
Civilization, for example) but from other issues
and version of SMILE as well. Plagiarism is
linked with the “art strike.” This is a concept
developed by “Praxis,” a faction of Neoism.
According to Praxis, al previous attempts at
“revolutionary” art were inevitably subject to
bourgeois recuperation. The solution, then, isa
“refusal of creativity”: “from 1990 to 1993 ...
artistswill not produce work, sell work, permit
work to go on exhibition ... This total with-
drawal of labour isthe most extreme collective
challenge that artists can make to the state.”
Neoism and SMILE draw on both Fluxus
and Situationist art, sources of aesthetic prac-
tice which have been largely ignored or sup-
pressed in most conventional histories of mod-
ern art. Situationism emerged in 1957 asan off-
shoot of “Lettrism,” arelatively unknown move-

Archive at hﬁp://qun.defritus.net/
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ment that revolved primarily around the activi-
tiesof Isidore I sou, aRoumanianlivingin Paris.
The “Situationist International” survived, in
various forms, until 1971. During its 14-year
history it functioned asan art movement aswell
as a semi-underground political body. Its ma-
jor project involved the production of the jour-
nal International Stuationniste and the publi-
cation of numerous manifestos, pamphlets, and
posters. Situationist publications often made use
of “detournement,” a process of manipulating
existing cultural formsthat prefigures Postmod-
ern appropriation.

Situationist involvement in French cultural
life reached a high point during the events of
May 1968, in which students and workersled a
general strike that briefly paralysed the coun-
try. Situationists participated by organizing
strike committees, spreading graffiti, and releas-
ing lists of “approved” slogans (“Humanity
won't be happy till the last bureaucrat is hung
with the guts of the last capitalist”). The Situ-
ationists' major critical contribution was their
theorization of “alienated consumption.” The
basicideawasthat in contemporary society we
have become passive consumers of life rather
than active participants. Consumption has be-
come as alienating as work in the traditional
Marxist scenario.

Issues of SMILE frequently use Situation-
ist-inspired slogansand fragments of their texts.
The cultural and political analysis developed
by certain Neoists also borrows heavily from
Situationism, although they usually claim to
have superseded it. The Situationistswere also
an important resource for the Neoists because
of the way they were able to maintain a self-
critical relationship to their own authority asa
“movement.” SMILE magazines often employ
an audacious, mock-militant tone that is remi-
niscent of Situationist writing.

While Fluxus artists generally didn’t share
thepolitical aspirations of the Situationists, they
have been at least asimportant for Neoism asa
model of aesthetic practice. Fluxus, which
emerged out of the avant-garde milieu of New
York during the early '60s, was conceived, in
part, as a reaction against the intellectual and
creative containment of the art “movement.”
Fluxus sought to elude this process of identifi-
cations through constant change, or flux. The
Fluxusartist Dick Higgins coined theterm “in-
ter-media’ to describe work within or between
traditional media, in defiance of the
Greenbergian-Modernist reduction of art to the
intrinsic characteristics of asingular medium.

Fluxuswasinstrumental ininitiating numer-
ous"“experimental” aesthetic activitiesthat have
become Neoist mainstays (i.e. mail art, per-
formance art, artists' books, and video art).
Neoist “apartment festivals,” which have been
held in Germany, Italy, and Canada, come di-

rectly out of the Fluxus Festivals of the early
"60s. The “look” of SMILE owes a great deal
to the Fluxus/mail art aesthetic of Xerox, ap-
propriation, and montage. In fact, the SMILE
nameisin aline of descent from FILE, Gen-
eral |ded ssemina mail-art publication, which
inspired VILE, and then BILE. SMILE itself
has been published as MILES, SLIME, and
even LIMES (an issues which included a free
packet of lime tea). If Fluxus was conceived
as acritique of Modernist “movement” as ac-
tual stasis, Neoism (“Neo-fluxus’?) is meant
in large measure as a critique of the very no-
tion of the art “movement.”

The Neoist network stopped producing
SMILE in 1985. Most subsequent issues of
SMILE have been generated by several differ-
ent post-Neoist groupings, collectively re-
ferred to as “Praxis” Theseinclude “Genera-
tion Positive” inthe U.K. and the U.S,, “Anti-
Neoism” in France, and the“ Pregroperativistic
Movement” in Holland. The amoeba-like
transformations of Neoism, while confusing,
are entirely consistent with the deliberate ef-
fort to critique and parody the concept of the
art “movement.” A comment in arecent issue
of SMILE produced by an “ex-Neoist” sug-
gests the logic behind their methodology:
“Splits and schisms are essential to my con-
ception of Neoism and any public slanging
match between an ex-Neoist and the remain-
ing members of the movement isworth twelve
dozen great works of art. Ultimately, what all
Neoists should aim for isan acrimonious split
with the movement. To leave Neoismisto re-
dizeit”

Issues of SMILE produced before the ad-
vent of Praxiswere often small in size (around
5"X7") and were relatively indistinguishable
from other low-budget, peripheral art publi-
cations. Their content ranged widely. Depend-
ing on who produced a given issue it might
consist of a personal reminiscence of Istvan
Kantor's early daysin Montreal, Xeroxed re-
productions of neo-“Lettrist” works, or long
running dialogues about the current state of
mail-art. With Praxis-era SMILEs this is still
the case, anyone who wants can and does con-
tinue to produce SMILE, but the Generation
Positive faction of Praxis began to produce a
seriesthat isfar more consistent in format and
content than earlier versions. These SMILES
are less like Neoist network clearinghouses,
and more like a recognizable “magazine.”
They are larger, feature slick covers, and use
an amost identical layout. To a certain extent
they represent a bid to make SMILE more
available and “ acceptable’ outside of the Ne-
oist network. Where earlier editions seldom
ran above 500 copies, these SMILEs are being
published in editions of 3,000. SMILEs are
beginning to enjoy an increasingly wide dis-

tribution throughout Europe and North
America. While many issues continue to be
given away, they can also be found in book
shops, record stores, and galleries.

The content in the three (“Praxis’) issues
I’ve seen isremarkably similar. Each issue be-
gins with a manifesto-like statement of Praxis
purpose, explaining, for instance, the idea be-
hind the multiple identity concept, or plagia-
rism. Thisisfollowed by an art-historical analy-
sisthat examinesthelegacy of similar concepts
in past aesthetic practice. These capsule histo-
riesof art, from aPraxis point of view, are use-
ful sources of information on the development
of European avant-garde art, particularly those
segmentsthat devel oped after World War |1 and
were largely obscured by the academic he-
gemony of American Abstract Expressionism.
The center of the publicationsincludes along-
running tabloid-style narrative that usually fea-
tures a parodic treatment of “avant-garde” art,
junkies, or “class’ war. Interspersed are neo-
Situationist slogans and examples of photo-
graphic “detournement.”

It is the constant oscillation between prac-
tical engagement and detached specul ation that
definesthe paradox of Neoism, yetitisapara-
dox to which they willingly submit. The iden-
tity as an art “movement” that they so studi-
ously undermine is at the same time a neces-
sary prerequisite if their gestures (art strike,
plagiarism, etc.) are to have any significance.
While the Neoist “network” is an encouraging
model for artists hard pressed by an art world
that is heavily capitalized and increasingly hi-
erarchical, it can also become an intellectual
ghetto.

The decision to produce a slicker, more
consistent version of SMILE could only have
been made with ambivalence. Thevery changes
that will allow SMILE to reach beyond the Ne-
oist network will, at the same time, endanger
its critical function as a magazine of “multiple
origins.” Readerswill begin to identify SVIILE
with only oneparticular version. A Neoist friend
has defined Neoism as “an attempt to create a
totally alien and referential culture,” that is, a
culture which can act as a critical paradigm of
art production in general. So long as SMILE
circulates primarily within the Neoist network
it can perform its critical project (the confu-
sion of identities and authors) with little diffi-
culty. As it moves outside this network, how-
ever, itscritical “purity” isplaced at risk. Neo-
ism is, indeed, an “dlien culture” Whether it
can survive the immune system of the main-
stream art world is not the issue so much as
whether it should even try.

Grant Kester is the Washington, D.C., edi-
tor of the New Art Examiner.
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YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all its manifestations.
We welcome responses from readers, especially observations of a critical nature. Be forewarned that anything
sent may be considered for inclusion in a future issue without specific prior nofification. Submissions are
welcome and encouraged. Itis our policy notto attribute work, unless the content benefits from such attribution.
YAWN is a collective, mostly anonymous, effort. Contributors receive a copy of the YAWN in which their
work is used. Monetary donations are requested to help defray the costs of publication. Subscriptions are
available for $10 (cash or unused stamps) for 25 issues. Archive at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

N212

[ ] [ ] o
Quitting Time
Relatively speaking, theArt Strike (1990-1993) canonly affect those people
who chooseto be affected by it. The Art Strikeis, in this sense, asimpotent
asany other action of art. For thosewhoignoreit, it might just aswell have
gone away.

The Art StrikeisaMoment of Art; the logical terminus of atrajectory
begun when artists began alienating themselves from the culture of which
they were, in fact, apart. Perhapsthey did thisin an effort to gain aspecial
and unfair credibility for themselves. This attempt was made in part by
raisingthelevel of discussionabout theartstoanartinand of itself, aprivate
codetowhich only theinitiated could enjoy access. It mattersnot whenyou
pinpoint the beginning of thistrajectory. It mattersonly that it has, toalarge
degree, succeeded in not only alienating the bulk of the popul ation fromthe
arts, but also in alienating the arts from culture generally. The more art has
rejected itsculture, thelessit hasfoundit canlivewithitself. Thefinal auto-
destructive act of art isthe Art Strike.

Analysisof theArt Strikegoeson and on. Wecannot liveinaworldwith
an Art Strikewithout speaking about it. It behoovesusto comment at length
in afutile attempt to justify our position with regard to the Art Strike, and
usually thisamountsto an attempt at justifying our continued “creativity.”
What remains obscurein al thisisthat werequire no justification; beingis
enough. The ache to express oneself is the most dire act of insecurity.
Through it, one seeks to connect to others in ways that one otherwise has
become unabl e (for any number of reasons). Itisthiscraving for connection
that drivesart. But how much real connection between artist and audience,
or between people, can art foster when the alienation between it and its
culture is so complete?

Weall wanttobeliked. But artisuselessinthisquest. YAWN demands
that the Art Strike be made permanent.

Bitch, Bitch, Bitch
YAWN, “Art Strike Questions’ has been written and published by the
LOWER EAST SIDE NEOIST FRONT and we demand that you reprint it
inyour next YAWN, theentirepage, or, if you useonly partsof it, youmake
anote of the FRONT's name, it is not because we want any rights to our
statements but we want people to know about our existence, if you don’t
make this correction in your next issue you'll be charged with suppression
of information, mutilation of ideas, and you will be hanged in the Museum

elementary poetry

STOP

STOP THE MUSIC NOW
STOP THAT NOISE

STOP THE POETRY NOW
STOP

THAT ART

of Modern Art, between two
Picassos,inroom 16 weareserious
like an orgasm fuck neocism now,
but really hard [Monty Cantsin (tel.
514/273-3412); Neoist Embassy;
1020 Lajoie Ave; Outremont,
Québec H2V 1N4; Canada]

Art
Art
Art
Art
Art
Art
Art
Art
Art
Art
Art

Talent
Sales
Talk
Skill
Effort
Sacrifice
Size

New Support

92 December 1989
Dear YAWN:
You've convinced me!
I'm going to observe the
1990-1993 Art Strike 100%!
Sincerely yours,
A Fellow artist
[Port Charlotte, Florida

Materials
Desire
Clever

Nothing

) WD U U W U R U U N

BECOME NOTHING

[Amherst, Mass.

The Dangers of Cockteasing

What is more difficult to possess becomes more desirable, more fashionable.
An object which refuses to become duplicated becomes more valuable, more
desirable.
fashion, prevailing commodities, prevailing cultural values becomes
fashionable, desirable, assimilated, violated, discarded.

An artistic stance which mocks and rejects commoditization becomes
desirable and fashionable. Proponents of such stances become legitimized,
are offered positions, jobs, opportunities within a community which belches
with pleasure during post-engorgement detumescence, during each brief
respite from its perpetually ridiculous self-ingestion.

We sit around vyellow formica tables picking the bones of our
magazines, festivals, and performances; licking the grease from our
grinning quivering lips.

A culture or sub-culture which mocks and rejects prevailing

[San Francisco

Reaction to the Art Strike

eJean-René Lassalle, student, Berlin, 12/24/89: “This art strike is hysterical, really.

...One might say that it's like the graffiti of May 68;
sentences...which were made up o provoke (thought, among other
things), while perhaps their immediate significance is not so very
important. The mystique of the Artist bothers me some. On the other
hand, if one creates, he gives of himself...and this is worthy of some
recognition.” [Translated from the French. ]

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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February 7, 1990
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Attention Art-Strikers/Art scabs/Art whatevers:

You are invited to participate in an Anti-Art Performance Festival,
Propaganda Bazaar & Exhibition, to be held Saturday, March 31st, at the
Artichoke in Cleveland.

This Anti-Art Festival will present non-artistic work by unknown art-
strikers of no global and regional significance whatsoever. Here are the
guidelines: NO ART!!!

Inaddition, thefestival will adheretothefollowing underlying principles:

NO CENSORSHIP

NO ENTRANCE FEES

NO PANEL OF DISTINGUISHED JUDGESTO
ACCEPT OR REJECT ANYONE’'SWORK

NO STIPENDS FOR ANY PARTICIPANTS—ALL
PROCEEDSAFTER EXPENSESWILL GO TO
THE NORTHEAST OHIO TASK FORCE ON AIDS

NO PRE-FESTIVAL COCKTAIL PARTIESWITH
MEDIA GAD-FLIES

NO BORING CRITIQUE SESSIONS

NO CORPORATE SPONSORSHIP

To participate:

1) Do NOT send aresume or any documentation of prior work such as
photographs, newspaper articles, audio or video tapes, etc. Nobody
cares what you' ve done in the past.

2) Do NOT fill out any application forms. Paper is a precious natural
resource. Why waste it on collecting inconsequential details?

3) Anyonewho would liketo perform, need only call (216) 762-5018 by
March 15 to reserve a space on the performance agenda. Thisisonly
to devise a schedule so that performers will know who's up next.
Remember, no one will be turned away!

4) Art-strikers who wish to display/trade/barter their propaganda no
matter what medium (2-dimensional, 3-dimensional, zines, records,
tapes, posters, etc.) need only show up that night. No cals are
necessary.

This art-strike action instigated by:

Theatre of Sorts, P.O. Box 80083, Akron OH 44308

Regarding the Great Art Strike
(1990-1993) and its Relative Effects

As the movement and the direction are self-explained, cliché of felinic history
will be negated at thistime, relativeto the quantified ratio of analickslocated in
thejello-sector of Minnteasobautaruins, asilent burp reverberating off itself, a
laughter in the Forest Without Trees. Some would be required to commit the
ultimateact, remaining naked inthetraffic of fordian Cyperuick speech patterns,
smiling incessantly at the shopkeeper’ s chit-chat and nauseajokes, awaiting the
dlip (asall thetimein artislost) to come up the chutes of dynamic verbiage, eh?
Reality ontheplanet sucksanyway, soall chimed thekarmic-philosophicditties,
Rot, Reality, Rot. At that time, the Enervation Factors elevated the adult
endgamesinto Karl Fesser’ s sassafras cocktail mimics, tucked and sucked only
inpromotional wienersof gravity, alack of answersand unscientificindecence.
A strike, what a bright idea, he blurts to himself. What brazen and brilliant
negative! So thelittle stir begins. We'll be adjusting the perimeters, giving the
so-called straight “art” world the credence it didn’'t deserve in the first place!
We'll set up another wall! Another artsy-fartsy division line, another pointifas
of “Usand Them,” but thistimethe blur will comeinthe“Us,” communication
isIsm-stained again! The solemn tones and endless trots of useless maddened
theories, out of themouth like burbling brooks, producing aninfinite gas-bubble
of foul smelling silent wealth, cookbooks! | just want to go Home and turn on
the gas, watch “ The Mechanic” for the ninth time and have that spot of teagrow
into a negative, even thinking beings need some rest from thisjob, this drudge,
this creative process—jeez, | need avacation, he saysto himself? He opensthe
cookieandfindsheawaysbelieved everything They trotted out, alittlejeal ous-
bug earwigs through his cranial, the wel come-weakness of the idea, ohmy, this
creating process and “art” is such abitch, never stops, and I’ ve set up the Here
and Therefor thisarea, too. It’ snot all bad, it has stimulated discussion and self-
examination (well that wasthe Big Something). A breakfast isalwayseuphoric,
thetentativesupport of glimmering hunches, toverify hispositioninsmall ways,
if it comestothat! We'll tailor the tailsand make every creator wag ' em! Those
fibrous nerdsthat feel that the process has no separation, but yet (hee-hee) we'll
set upawhole’ nother ball of ElImer’ sl Eh! Another templeof didactics! Another
solid mounting of academical bullshit! Asthemovement and direction proceeds,
thecopsbust inthedoor and scream “freeze! you meaninglessvoidal! Y ou have
theright to remain slick and be an agent for societal change! But any work that
remains obscure and obtuse will be held against you, like slimy maggot guts?
Y ou have the right to remain marginal and live the rules that don’t exist for
yourself and | know what | mean, cuff him Dainioh.” Across the wide expanse
of crumbling cells, the 1% ask themselves—"Oh, tis closet, this atomizing
musty, | speak to thismind, 'tisthe Isnessthat only is, let’s start arevolution?
Duh?’ Theaircraft over the stadium, pagesturning aloneand fear. God. Do you
think this one does for aggrandizement alone? Eh? Guns don't kill. Only the
assholes that own "em do. June 19, 1987, the atomization process began on
Earth. The noticeable evidence will ensue in 2002. Eh.

[Waukau, Wisconsin
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SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE N°13
March 15, 1990

YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a crifical look at our culture in all its manifestations.
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THINK ABOUT ART

(put an x if you did)
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We are the hole in the body of the
serious culture. The nost
danger ous opposition is that one
whi ch does not exist.W are the
hole in the body of the serious
cul ture. The nost dangerous
opposition is that one which does
not exist.We are the hole in the
body of the serious culture. The
nost dangerous opposition is that
one which does not exist.W are
the hole in the body of the
serious culture. The nost
danger ous opposition is that one
whi ch does not exi st.
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publication. Subscriptions are

Real Life

Now that the Art Strike has begun, what is
needed most isto renounce it. The thought
that such an (in)action can be treated by
some as a “work of art” is reason enough.
This fetishization through aestheticsis one
of the tendencies the Art Strike had hoped
to discredit. The best thing to do now is
simply to stop referring to the Art Strike,
whichis, after al, just another plaything to
make the mind do somersaullts.

From this point we might now turn our
attention to rea life. What is required in
doingthisisstill aspoorly understood asthe
reality that makes it necessary. In spite of
this, we can cometo fedl, intuitively, that a
life lived is a concrete expression of a
personal aggregate of ideas and beliefs,
most of which comefrom outside of us, yet
which result in a persona and subjective
synthesis. It is in this synthesis that what
each of ustruly wantsinlifecanberealized.
This is ultimately much more satisfying

gain from having entire populations
engaged in futile quests. The cycle of
production and consumption, which most
of us think we understand so well yet
whichisfilled with so many metaphysical
subtleties, is perpetuated effectively by
meansof encouraging humanbeingsto act
likemachines. Therearemany mechanisms
in place for squelching those who fail to
comply. Mindfulnessisthething we need
most now in the world.

What's at stake in this is our own
ability to listen to ourselves. We need to
acquiretheability to shut out many external
forces for long enough to figure out what
we expect of ourselves, and the culture
that we all tacitly support simply by
functioninginit. All too often, thepersonal
synthesis we construct from the external
forcesof peer group pressure, massmedia,
and theresultsof parenting and education,
reside in us, dormant or hypnotized, to
such an extent that many of us go to the
grave without considering the real nature
of our endless search for fulfillment.

70 BE

10 BE |
SEEN. |
Tht To TA
G aalion ( YAWN ).

Okolen 25,1989
J/

“This is a particular example of a more

All thereisto it isto live. The redl, general problem: the separation of thought

than any art form, or even therefusal of an
art form, for that matter. honest things we feel (and constantly
What isitthat wewantinlife?Muchof suppress) must not be prohibited. The
human lifeisaquest for satisfaction. Lack forbidden practices of non-productivity
is engineered into our hiology. We crave and refusing to participate are what we
food, shelter, companionship,andsex. Each must alow ourselves. Never again must
of these fit into empty spaces left in we feel obliged to perform meaningless
ourselves. There are many chemical and repetitive tasks that only exacerbate the
mechanical reasonsfor this,whichneednot waste built into the system and which
interest ushere. Sufficeittosay, many of us servetonumbus. Thecreativechangeswe
spend our lives fitting square pegs into feel like making must be made. We must
round holes, trying to fill one of these sore liberate the power of whim. We must
voidsin uswith amismatch, ineffectively. carefully listen to what is said to us, and
A morbidly obese person, for example, then invite further communication by
might be trying to answer a lack of commenting meaningfully. Our honest,
companionshipwithfood. Thisisobviously insistent attempts to do these things can
counterproductive. only result in an improvement of our
Themass cultureindustry hasmuchto collective condition.

ART

should be

and action in our society. We are living in a
time when systematically—though without
our wanting it so—action and thought are
being separated. In our society, he who
thinks can no longer act for himself; he
must act through the agency of others, and
in many cases he cannot act at all. He who
acts cannot think out his action, either
because of lack of time and the burden of his
personal problems, or because society’s plan
demands that he translate others’thoughts
into action. And we see the same division
within the individual himself. For he can
use his mind only outside the area of his
job—in order to find himself, to use his
leisure to better himself, to discover what
best suits him, and thus to individualize

himself; whereas in the context of his work

We have an abstraction he yields to the common necessity, the

which is the abstraction
of an art abstraction:

common method, the need to incorporate
his own work into the overall plan. Escape

into dreams is suggested to him while he
&

Nobody’s Business
1990-1993

I am talking about the art strike. performs wholly mechanized actions.”
Propaganda by Jacques Elull [1962].

(Annette WOOlf) New York: Vintage Books, 1973. pp. 27-28.
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IMPOTENCE

Reaction to the Art Strike, Part 2

e Jacques Abeille, novelist, Bordeaux, 12/31/
89: “What a silly ideq, this Art Strike... it's a
logical paradox; that is to say, a statement
which involves a contradiction, a proposition
which negates itself. To choose to do this strike
assumes in the first place that you are what you
pretend to end: one must first be an artist in order to quit being
one. It follows from this that all who during these three years who
present themselves as non-artists will be artists, and that all those
who present themselves as artists won't be....(1).

By this formal logic one will allege that its proposals are
universals that do not pertain: the Art Strike doesn’t apply to
everyone, but only to those who are already manifested as artists.
One should not say ‘all who...,” butinstead only ‘those who..." or
‘certain...”. So the proposal of an Art Strike doesn’t entail the
advancement of a universal proposition, therefore it holds to the
official and mercantile distinctions between artists and the rest of
the human population. In other words, to subvert this distinction,
you accept the basis of what you're trying to subvert, and end up
prolonging itby adding on a new criterion: from now on the artists
will be the ones participating in the Art Strike during these three
years. (2) ... [LD N2%6

M W

We have a censorship

which is the censorship

of a self-censorship

I am not talking about art strike.

(Annette Woolf)
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Confession in Support of
the 1990-1993 Art Strike

I may as well admit it from the start. They’ve been right all along.
I'm useless. Totally worthless.

Butthen, chances are, so are you or you probably wouldn't be
wasting your time reading this publication. Not really wasting
your time. Wasting the precious air that your excuse for a body
is breathing. When you should be rotting in a rapidly disappear-
ing Amazonian jungle, or a woods somewhere,—performing the
only function thatyou’re probably good for. As compost. After all,
isn’t it about time that you did something for the trees after having
deforested them for so long for the sake of making paper to put
your silly, egotistical drawings on?

No, not really wasting your time. This publication might even
be damn “good” for your lowly, conniving, pseudo-sensitive
pollutions you so ludicrously glorify as ART. Face it. You're a
careerist of the most parasitic sort. At least admit that this slop in
printed form is no more than a sort of “True Crimes” manual with
pretensions of superiority. | have. When | realized that useful
people like car mechanics, wet nurses, and mad bombers have
good reason to scorn my “flights of the imagination” and
“abstract” thinking | was brave enough to blurt out o the world
to see that I'm just another con artist. Just out for an unfairly easy
living and a free meal. JUST LIKE YOU! (dirty scribbler) Do you
have the guts to spill it out as honestly as | have? Or are you just
going to snivel and complain in that cushy Bolton Hill (or
wherever) apartment that your parents pay for because you're
incapable of facing harsh reality long enough to support your-
selfe —Or maybe you're too busy being duped into gentrifying
someplace like Hollins Market so that the rich can get richer and
the you-know-what can get you-know-whater. Ever notice how
many of your non-artist neighbors are going to prison2
Avant-garde = gentrification. Be it of the soul or of the city.
When the artists come, there goes the neighborhood.

Not that I'm any better than you are. That's why this
is a confession. As my parent set is infamous for
having written, “Artists are only good for three
things: making glasses, basket-weaving, and
counterfeiting money.” Well put—but, with all
due respect, not going far enough.

Have you ever asked yourself why you're
reading this publication2 Probably not. So
let me rub itin your mug. Oh, I'd say half
of your motivation lies with your
scummy need to pick up those little
tricks of the trade like how to pre-
tend to convince the government
and corporations that you just
might be smart enough [over

The Good of TV

It seemed stupidto mefor thosetwo mento break thetwotelevisionsinorder
to turn them off. Didn’t they know the television has a knob to turn of the
trash and undesirable?

I'minmy middle 80s. | turn off most sports, all movies (unlessthey are
true stories) and all comedies, and lots of other trash.

In my arm chair and by my television | have explored the Arctic and
Antarctic, and climbed to the top of Mount Everest and skied down with a
parachute.

Tonight I’'m going two and an half milesto the ocean bottom and have
abrief tour of the Titanic that sank so tragically in 1912. | have taken tours
of most countries of the world, to see the animalsin their own habitat, to
meet some of the people, see how they dress, what crops they raise, what
they eat and their religious beliefs.

| havevisited museums, cathedrals, historical places, | wasat King Tut’s
tomb when they opened it. | have swum over coral beds and seen the
creaturesliving there, aswell aslarger fish and whales and the cunning sea
ottersin the kelp beds.

| have seen the devastation of volcano, tornadoes and earthquakes. But
it is too bad that most people like to be entertained by trash instead of
watching the better programming. TVs are wonderful if used in the right
way. [lowa City Press-Citizen, 4/28/90, 9A, “Letters to the Editor”

People living in an imaginary world
are cesthetes.

An cesthetic world is a victim of a
totalitarianism.

Is art strike an imagination only?

(Annette Woolf)

IRINES EOMMISSION

No Custom Culture

The corporate establishment teases us with cassefte
recorders and VCRs, suggesting that we have free
choice that we can create our own “custom culture.”
In fact what this offers is further blind following of the
poorest of aesthetic artifacts through the illusion
that we, as consumers sitting athome, have some
“control” over what we watch. In a world of
limited choices, the strongest control is ex-
erted over the content of culture productions
by the producers through selective pro-
duction.
Issues concerning the au-
tonomy of the individual must be of
primary concern at all times. We
only become capable of thinking
for ourselves if we exercise the

ability to do so.
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Loosen your
company tie.
Plan a retirement

CONFESSION, from other side] to be able to bad-mouth them if they
don’t give you the payola to support your addle-brained pot habit—all
so that they can pretend to be doing something socially useful by keeping
you dlive. And as for the other half2 Your pathetic need to qualm your
microscopic conscience with that big fat mutual pat on the back. “Gee,
you're sooooo talented! | just love the way you take that palette knife and
squiggle it around like that! Oooohh! That really is great! That prick and
pussy horse tongue collage would really shock your mom and dad! Better
not let them see it! (giggle)”

So what's the ball point of all this2 The ART STRIKE. The only answer
to a problem we should've gotten rid of with the bubonic plague. In fact,
why stop for just three years2 Take a good look at yourself, stop exercising
solely to get your mouth between your legs, and give up art altogether.
Do you want to be so ashamed of yourself that when you're fifty-five and
your grandchildren come o visit you in the nursing home you can’t even
look them in the eye2 Don't forget, if even they hate you, you won't even
be able to bum your fucking cigarette money off of them.

Don't be more of a scab than you already are. SUPPORT THE ART
STRIKE. [Tim Ore

date o 1990-1993.

Please send me further details on confidential pensions

Name

Address

The Abolition of Art

The primary function of the “abolition of art” is to destroy all the cultural
mythologies whereby the powers-that-be crystallize the image of their
superiority, their own intelligence; art is the armchair in which the State
sits for its own pleasure.

Now, it is quite clear that the difference between the Abolition of Art
and all the previous attempts at ideological destruction (Dada in particu-
lar) is that | consciously and deliberately allied the elimination of aesthetic
values to the necessity and possibility of social revolution.

Let us have no illusions about it: most “art critics” are going to carry
on as if art were not abolished, as if art couldn’t be abolished; most
“artists” are going fo continue to believe in the “artistic” character of their
production; most gallery-goers, art lovers and, of course, buyers are
going to ignore the fact that the abolition of art can really occur in the
actual time and space of a pre-revolutionary situation like that of May
1968. It is essential that the minority advocate the necessity of going on
an active art strike, using the “machines” of the culture industry so that we
can more effectively set it in total contradiction with itself. The intention is
not fo end the rule of production, but to change the most adventurous part
of “artistic” production into the production of revolutionary ideas, forms
and techniques. [Alain Jouffroy, What' sto be done about Art?, published
in“Art and Confrontation”, New Y ork Graphic Society Ltd., 1968]

People taking motives for results
are idealists.

They are victims of a philosophy.
Is art strike a good motive only?

(Annette Woolf)

“When machine production was new, it gradually created an envi-
ronment whose content was the old environment of agrarian life and the
arts and crafts. This older environment was elevated to an art form by
the new mechanical environment. The machine turned Nature into an
art form. For the first time men began to regard Nature as a source of
ceesthetic and spiritual values. They began to marvel that earlier ages
had been so unaware of the world of Nature as Ari. Each new technol-
ogy creates an environment that is itself regarded as corrupt or degrad-
ing. Yet the new one turns its predecessor into an art form.”

[Marshall McLuhan

Art Strike Action Committees (ASACs)
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On the Use of “Paradox”’

as a Philosophical “Electric Prod”

& EmBEDded Ulterior Motives as

Trickster of the SubConscious
in the Writings of Tim Ore

19901993 ART STRIKE” (printed in YAWN no. 15) & the prob-

able controversy surrounding its seemingly vituperative nature,
I’ve decided to attempt to analyze a few of his writings in order to
expose their deviously disguised CON/tENT—since said CON/tENT
often seems to go under-noticed or unnoticed altogether.

The above-mentioned text has two key trick statementsin the first
paragraph written in first person by the author: “1’m useless. Totally
worthless.” How tricky this is, however, does not become apparent
until we delve further into the text. After this seemingly self-effacing
beginning of this supposed “confession,” the reader issoundly insulted
for being asworthless asthe author (&, in some respects, more so) but
the emotionally charged style of the writing placesthe criticism so far
beyond reasonableness that the reader seems to be under attack from
someone placing himself in a superior, self righteous & indignant
position & spitting venomously at the worms beneath him. This is
exaggerated by the division between the“1” of the author & the“you”
of the reader—never is there a “we” which would make Mr. Ore's
implied position of shared cul pability believably sincere—despite, e.g.,
after the longest paragraph of defamation of the reader’s character,
such statements as: “Not that I'm any better than you are.” If the au-
thor is so worthless, why does he separate himself from his “worth-
less” readership & make claim to superior bravery? Why doesn’t he
mention his own neighborhood (Charles Village) in the same breath
that he mentions Bolton Hill & Hollins Market?

Theinattentive or easily emotionally manipul ated reader may sim-
ply write off Ore as a hypocritical shit & completely miss the thor-
oughness of the “paradoxes” in histext. In the second paragraph, Ore
suggests that artists using paper should die & be used as compost to
regenerate forests as recompense for having destroyed so many trees
for their own petty purposes. But, to the discerning reader, the irony
of this should be readily apparent—uviz.: Tim Oreis spreading & pre-
senting his text on the very same medium—thusly wasting paper as
much as anyone! Could he possibly be obliviousto this? | don’t think
so—& thisarticleis partialy in support of that position.

To digresstemporarily to atext recently printed in aCoBalt news-
letter, | refer to the “C.O.G.S.” manifesto &/or petition. In this, Ore
claims to represent the “joint N.E.A. (National Endowment for the
Arts) & C.C. (Canada Council) Division” of the“ Continuity of Gov-
ernment Sponsorship” (i.e.: C.0.G.S.) group. This fictitious group
offers to “continue with their/our radical representations of potential
utopias after the wholesale rendering of the environment unsuitable
for the average person.” Such a“generous” offer “only” expects pay-
ment from the other survivors for “services’ rendered. The pseudo-

I nspired by Tim Ore’s recent text “ Confession in Support of the

humbleness of this offer is one of the clearest cases of Ore's satire—
& yet people have been known to've believed it at face value nonethe-
less.

Accepting that this manifesto/petition is really a parody of one of
T. Ore’s pet peeves, we begin to approach the obliqueness of his pre-
sentation of CON/LENT. |.e.: Ore never sayswhat he means—or, rather,
his meaning is not a one-sided answer in away which, following his
own “logic,” will lead the reader to realize that the original layer of
apparent meaning isnot the“real” (or only) meaning at all. In asense,
this creates a“paradox” because if the secondary meaning is reached
viathe“logic” of thefirst meaning & the second meaning refutes the
“logic” of the first meaning then the first meaning’s leading to the
second meaning isrefuted & the reader isback at the beginning again
without the ability to seriously accept either.

SERIOUSLY. Here we are at another key concept. As tENTA-
TIVELY, acONVENIENCE haswritten (with luminous paint no less)
“Seriousness is Death” (more about him & his relation to Tim Ore
later). Humor often tendsto juxtapose seemingly “unrelated” itemsto
arouse laughter with the unexpected. In asimilar way, zen koans tend
to juxtapose seemingly contradictory elementsto inspire the perceiver
to contemplate a possibility transcendent of simplistic pigeon-holing.
Humor & zen. Both subvert the quick-draw of presupposition by de-
liberately “setting up” the perceiver with their all too predictable ex-
pectations & then not conforming to them.

How is this done? Through “paradox.” As previously mentioned,
the “Confession” seems hypocritical. But the “hypocrisy” is actually,
asindicated by the last two paragraphs of thisanalysis, ahumorous“I
am lying” “paradox.” In zen, (to quote Gary Zukav's The Dancing Wu
Li Masters)

A koan isapuzzle which cannot be answered in ordinary ways because it
is paradoxical. What is the sound of one hand clapping? is a zen koan.
Zen students are told to think unceasingly about a particular koan until
they know the answer. There is no single correct answer to a koan. It
depends upon the psychological state of the student.

Note the hierarchy of “masters’ & “students’ in Zukav’'s (& most
people’s) presentation of zen. The “paradox” here is that if there is
“no single correct answer” then can there be a “master”? |.e.: can
there be a “superior” person when typical ideas of “superiority” are
rooted in the“ superior” teacher’s having more“ correct answers’ than
the student?

Tim Ore’'s “C.0.G.S.” statement makes fun of the contradiction
“intrinsic” in“revolutionaries’ using money extorted from the masses
to complain about how the masses are pushed around. It laughs at the

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

2089



YAWN

May 21, 1990

N°e16

self-servingness of people who pretend to have the interests of “oth-
ers’ in mind without acknowledging that we are all one to begin with.
As such, it jokes about the pretense that any hierarchy/elitism can be
anything other than afraud perpetrated on the insecure &/or gullible.

How isthe issue of the “master”/“student” hierarchy related to &
subverted in the “ Confession”? Through what I've chosen to call the
“Philosophical ‘Electric Prod’.” Ore'stext isobviously addressed to a
specific audience. Having been written for the CoBalt magazine, it
addressesitself to said magazine's presumed readership. Knowing that
the CoBalt officeislocated on the premises of the Maryland Institute
of Art, that CoBalt meetings occur on the premises, & that the annual
CoBadlt festival isheld nearby, Oreissafein assuming that most CoBalt
readerswill be Maryland Institute students & /or faculty & their friends.
Thus his “low blows” are aimed at potentially touchy spots of that
particular constituency. Given that it's common for studentsto be sup-
ported by their parents & given that Bolton Hill isthefairly expensive
neighborhood adjacent to the school where many of the studentslive,
Ore writes “are you just going to snivel & complain in that cushy
Bolton Hill (or wherever) apartment that your parents pay for because
you're incapable of facing harsh reality long enough to support your-
self?” On the surface, thisis atotal attack on the integrity & courage
of the student. No corner isgiven to theideathat students should have
slack from practical responsibility to enable them to concentrate on
studying. The text implicitly states that having such slack isan unde-
served privilege (usually bought with ill-gained wealth)—further im-
plying that the experiential type of learning that results from a less
privileged position in this society is a type of learning much more
worthy of respect. A learning approaching a social equality. An anar-
chistic learning in which experience itself is the teacher rather than
another individual higher in an institutionalized hierarchy.

But, onceagain, we're confronted with the“I’mlying” “ paradox” —
in this instance serving fairly clearly as a “Philosophical ‘Electric
Prod’” Knowing that he's addressing students, Ore shocks & prods
their potential ability to philosophize with hiselectrically charged blud-
geoning prose—but, his blows are so low that they miss the genitals
& hit the ground harmlessly. The electrical ground. Theirony hereis
that in order for the student to understand that these apparently heated
insults are harmless, the student must accept them as being “true” &
then rgject them as being “false” asthe next logical step. Just asin the
“l am lying” “paradox” the perceiver can’t logically accept the state-
ment as being either “true” or “false,” soitisthat if Oreissincerein
his critique of the hierarchy of privilege then the student can’t logi-
cally accept Ore's apparent opinion base of the “masterful teacher”
insulting the “lowly student”—& vice versa. A hint at thisirony is
contained in the sign-off of “sincerely”—such a signature preceder
usually follows an even-tempered text—it's a politeness. Ore'stextis
anything but polite.

Tim Oreisacon artist. In hisopen letter proposing that New York
city trade names with Bal TimOre, dated Dec. 15, 1982, Ore justifies
the desirability of this proposal in various ways. His main thrust is
presented as being that NY C's reputation as a cultural center tends to
bias the thoughtless critic unfairly in favor of anything that comes
from New York & cause the same critics to completely ignore any-
thing from Bal TimOre. Anyone familiar with being an artist in
BalTimOre can certainly identify with this. But is such a concern re-
ally behind Ore’s motives? Those of us familiar with Ore's obsession
with sex & somewhat secret desire to impregnate one thousand womyn
before dying know that what underlies his every action isjust strate-

giesfor “getting laid.” There are two main reasons why Tim Ore re-
sides in BalTimOre first: the name of the city serves as a constant
subliminal stimulus to fuck with him (i e.: to “Bal(l)” with him) &
second: Bal TimOre is one of the unwed mother capitals of the world.
BalTimore's population is too small compared to New York—if they
were to exchange names, Ore's sexual advertising for himself would
reach many millions more people! Such isthe real motive.

Tim Ore is a con artist in more ways than one. In the “ART
STRIKE” text, herefersto tENTATIVELY, acONVENIENCE as his
“parent set.” A peculiar expression—& one that’s so unobtrusively
inserted that | suspect that the average reader would glide over it
unnoticingly. Thisis another key expression. A set is something that
contains something—an array of thingsorganized in aparticular way—
a unified group. If tENTATIVELY, a cONVENIENCE is Tim Ore's
parent set, then Tim Ore is a smaller set within tENT-a-cON—
Tim Ore is a part of a greater coN/tENT. Does this mean that
tENTATIVELY, acONVENIENCE & Tim Ore are the same person?
Ore has called himself “tENTATIVELY, a cONVENIENCE's post-
Frame-of-Reference public relations person.” This obscure reference
refers to a box/puppet-theater made by cONVENIENCE as his last
act before becoming a self-declared schizophrenic with too personal
a language to be comprehensible to anyone outside his own world
anymore. tENT, knowing that he faced unbearable loneliness, opted
in favor of having multiple personalities to keep each other company.
Asoneof them, Tim Ore choseto stay in touch with the “ outer world”
as an interface—partialy as a survivalistic-measure. Here, another
philosophical question appears. Isthere an “outer world”?1.e.: ISthe
perceiver inevitably the center of their own universe—in which all
other existence can't be “proven” to be anything other than a subjec-
tive creation? If one answers this question YES, then Ore is no more
or less a creature separate from tENTATIVELY than | am. The name
tENTATIVELY, acONVENIENCE, when taken as a self-description,
can be easily interpreted to “define” a flexible entity boundary—a
boundary which recognizes that everything is interconnected except
for that which is not. What any given communicating consciousness
declares itself to be depends on the consciousness's limitations. Lo-
calized absence of depth perception. Not willing to expand, for the
purposes of brevity, my own lack of depth perception made apparent
by the extremely simple-minded treatment of this philosophy, this sub-
ject (& paragraph) stops here.

Ore's interpenetration with tENT’s schizophrenia is hinted at by
his tastes in clothing. Always wearing the same “clashing” plaids,
most observers typecast Tim as a street person. This is a conscious
affectation on Ore’s part—a choosing to be an “outsider artist” rather
than associate with & be accepted by a society so inclined to such
simple-minded stereotyping.

To return to the zen parallels, | quote John Cage (from Indetermi-
nacy) telling a story about his zen teacher D.T. Suzuki,

Before studying zen, men are men & mountains are mountains. While
studying zen, things become confused. After studying zen, men are men
& mountainsare mountains. After telling this, Dr. Suzuki was asked “ What
isthe difference between before & after?’ He said, “ No difference—only
the feet are alittle bit off the ground.”

To paraphrase this, | write: Before studying Ore, womyn are womyn
& men are men. While studying Ore, things become confused. After
studying Ore, men are men & womyn are womyn, only Ore’s dick is
pointing up at the sky. [E.G. Head
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The modes of discourse

create their own (pseudo) answers. Only illusionary movement can take place within the
existing frameworks. Consequently, our actionstowardsrevol utionary movement must find
their basisintheundermining of existing (i.e., accepted) formsof discourse. Tothisend, we
formulate (meta)nihilism asapoint of departure, not becausewe ‘believe’ init, but because
itisatentatively convenient position on the self-reflexive extreme of the mode of discourse
(the ‘contradictory’). We will ‘progress ‘beyond’ this ‘reference’ point only in that we
intend to deconstruct the underlying capitalist power relations which caused its materiali-
zation (from the historical negation of radical inertiawith pseudo-leisurein thefirst place).
We have no illusions that meaning can continue in some way to ‘ progress or can be done
away with instantaneously—we impassively address the illusionary ‘progress of the
“human condition’ and ‘desire’ its cessation. We aim for an (in)active refusal of the
suppression of (in)activerefusal. And clearly, the reason that these ideas seem negative or
empty is that they are articulated in a self-supporting context which they attempt to
undermine, and which, by itsintrinsic nature cannot tolerate their attachment to the ‘ value'
of “‘meaning’ (linguistically, logically or otherwise). Thisintrinsic suppression of radicality,
when fully understood, provides the motivating ‘level’ of speculation which supports our
critique of the modes of discourse. But all ‘levels’ of separation areillusionary, returnsto
the sphere of bourgeois power-relations. [SMILE

FRACTURED SOULS UNITE!

The business at hand of stabbing repeatedly the ugly vipers of our ECONOMIC SLAVERY will of
necessity be our ongoing anguish. Butwhat s the purpose for drive but the actions that this anguish
produces. Itis true that we add fuel to the very system we oppose, by using their paper, inks, postal
system, etc. But we must take into account what systems are really servicing a truncating
bureaucracy and what is neutral to serve all purposes.

It is our responsibility to make that distinction, to be constant in making no sacrifice to the
ECO-GLUTTONS.

The essence of revolution does not come directly from the heart, but rather from somewhere
in the primordial brain. Our primal instincts warn us when we cannot function well in our
surrounds. Therefore the ART STRIKE must strike out and kill that disease around that threatens to
kill us. A strike of actions is what we demand. GO FORTH AND KILL BAD KARMA!

Statement Regarding
the Art Strike 1990-1993

Now that | have learned the reasons for the

international Art Strike 1990-1993 | declare

that | will support it, but in Yugoslavia, country
where | am living and making art, an Art Strike
would have no sense because:

1. There is no art market here yet.

2. Prices of artworks are so low that you don’t
sell at all. You make art for pleasure,
philosophical and creative reasons

3. We have only few art critics and curators,
and they have no power or influence upon
artists.

4. You don’t have to pay the galleries for
having your own exhibition, but galleries
pay you for that. Shows are not commer-
cial at all, so alternative artists can exhibit
in official gallery spaces.

5. The serious culture hardly exists here. It is
repressed by the primitive, peasant culture,
soouraimisto develop and support culture
here.

So | am suggesting dll art strikers to come and

settle in Yugoslavia during the period 1990-

1993 and continue making art and exhibitions.

[Andrej Tisma, Novi Sad, 11 December1989
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FRIDAY, JUNE 1, 1990

ARIES(March21-April 19) Stay
within your own energy and
rhythm and you will be indomi-
table. Investinginartisn't likely
to bring you the desired results.
Get aneeded change of scenery.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Y our expectations of art may be
too high. If you have to perform
or speak publicly, and then ref-
use, you can make a lasting im-
pression. L etfriendsdemonstrate
their worth to you.

GEMINI (May 21-June21) You
may have a need to ponder the
deeper issues of life. An art mat-
ter could involve mere property
or a business transaction. You
get money from somewhere.
CANCER (June 23-duly 22)
Handling responsibilities can be
hard when you’'d rather be out
playing. Youd do well in
boycotting art. Keep track of
every penny.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) You
should work through problems
and disagreements so you can
empower yourselves. Once you
giveyour word about something,
follow it through to theend. Y ou
get the inspiration to act boldly
by refusing to act.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) It
might be time to give your life
more attention. If somebody
rejects your ideas, take it in
stride; there will be others.
A truly extraordinary imagina-
tion cycle begins.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 23)
Y ou’ re swamped with ideas, but
how many of themaretruly work-
able? Your partner may need to
bring you back down to earth.
Y ou can recoup aloss of time.
SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21)
Analyzing your feelings will al-
ways be productive. You have
amazing powersto pull yourself
back together with some time
off. Giving up art can heal you.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21) You have strong powers of
self-expression today and you
don't need at to be truly
creative. Keep tabs on your
phone bill; it could be adding
up faster than you think. Give
Virgos the right of way.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Expect a positive change in
your artistic condition. You're
better off saying too little than
too much. Handle fewer of
the details yourself.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Art expenditures may seem nec-
essary, but someone elsewill get
investment value from them in-
stead of you. Making art brings
practical responsibilities with it.
Taking care of your healthisre-
aly important.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
Your art life may seem to be on
hold, but don't push the panic
button. Give your thoughts care-
ful loving guidance. You'reable
to relax at home.

“I was particularly disgusted by the articles in Bloatstick for San
Francisco, e.g. the one that said Art Strike was white males in the
service industry, etc. Well, ASAC Baltimore was 4 women and 5
men—all “white”: 2 bisexual men, all bisexual women, and a gay
man, 2 of whom have been unemployed (by “radical” [sic] choice)
for over a year, with an extremely varied class composition—from
low to high; we are all starting a collective business together and in
my case, working in the service industry (i.e. photocopies) has been
central to my participation in the strike via use of services which
potentially could get me fired for the last 2 years! And Stewart Home,
who has unfortunately become totally associated with these projects
to their conceptual detriment, is a lower-middle class person who has
been practically unemployed the entire time I've known him. Neither
he nor | have ever encouraged anyone to work. Nonetheless, despite
all that, we all consider ourselves members of privileged classes and
are agitating for our own suicide.”

[excerpt from aletter from Karen Eliot
This particular letter suggests the need for a somewhat demographic
study of the make-up of the population interested in the Art Strike. To
that end, YAWN requests that each person reading this send in a
postcard containing the following information: 1) your sex; 2) your
sexual orientation, 3) years completed in school, 4) years completed
in college, 5) your age, é) your race, 7)
your total approximate income for calen-
daryear 1989, 8) the major city you live in
ornearestto, and 9) whether or notyou are
participating in the Art Strike. You need not
answer any question you choose not fo.
Please answer truthfully. Do not use your
name or your return address. All informa-
tion received by August 31, 1990 will be
tabulated and published in YAWN.

‘COUNCIL

KEW ART STRIKE

“Against al thisthe cultural worker hasonly onegreat remedy: | call
it Russian fatalism, that fatalismwithout revolt whichisexemplified
by aRussian soldier who, finding acampaign too strenuous, finally
liesdowninthe snow. No longer to accept anything at all, no longer
to take anything, no longer to absorb anything—to cease reacting
atogether.

Thisfatalismisnot always merely the courageto die; it can also
preserve life under the most perilous conditions by reducing the
metabolism, slowingit down, asakind of will to hibernate. Carrying
this logic afew steps further, we arrive at the fakir who sleeps for
weeksin agrave.” [Nietsche

Art Strike Action Committees (ASACs)
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Reprinted from the Village Voice, November 14, 1989

Just Say No

n a display of anachronistic cultural

militance, artists and activists in

London, Baltimore, and San

Francisco are planning an “art

strike” to last three years beginning
January 1, 1990. “We call on all cultural
workers to put down their tools and cease
to make, distribute, sell, exhibit, or discuss
their work from January 1st 1990 to Janu-
ary 1st 1993,” begins a 40-page Art Strike
Handbook, published last spring. “We call
for all galleries, museums, agencies, ‘al-
ternative’ spaces, periodicals, theaters, art
schools &c., to cease all operations for the
same period.” While it’s unlikely that the
luxury market called art will collapse from
lack of product early next years, the im-
portance of the art strike lies in the nobil-
ity of its gesture—a calmly strategic “no”
that Herbert Marcuse called “the great re-
fusal.”

Though the strikers claim to have fel-
low travelers as far dispersed as Uruguay
and Ireland, none to date have stepped for-
ward in New York. Here in the capital and
Babylon of artistic ambition, artists won't
sabotage their future by abstaining from
the race toward the big time.

Stewart Home, a member of the Lon-
don committee, says that on January 1, “I
will stop doing things publicly that will
make people think of me as a creative per-
son.” Home has published a novel and a
book of essays, plays in a punk band called
King Mob, organizes conferences, and
teaches occasionally at London Polytech-
nic—all of which activities he will cease.
For three years, he plans to sell his labor
“in ways that no one would normally inter-
pret as my individual creative act,” for ex-
ample as a clerk or in construction work.

The art strikers believe that art is not
the residue of some enchanted crusade, but
merely another product of human labor,
like meals or computer chips. Their flat

mercantilism places the refusenik activists
oddly in sync with current standards, by
which all asthetic objects are commodi-
ties, plain and simple. By their (in)action,
the strikers seek to force the recognition
of artists as laborers who can, if they
choose, shut down the production line that
serves the senses.

“The Art Strike has a Zen quality of
tearing down a logic, but leaving nothing
inits place,” says John Berndt of the Balti-
more Art Strike Action Committee of 100,
which has a handful of members. Berndt
has helped stage art-strike pickets by the
Maryland Institute of Art and Baltimore
art openings, and has disseminated 10,000
strike fliers. In January, he plans to stop
his work as an experimental musician and
performance artist. “I believe in helping
institutions to self-destruct and trying to
get as much information out of that pro-
cess as possible.”

“Any way that I can sabotage commod-
ity culture attracts me,” says an art striker
in San Francisco who, in the venerable
spirit of the anonymous collective, declined
to be identified. According to another
striker, when top-selling New York
minimalist Carl Andre apparently heard
word of their actions he wrote the Bay Area
group to denounce them as “reactionaries.”
The 10-member San Francisco committee
is planning a New Year’s Eve action at
Artist’s Television Access Gallery to inau-
gurate the strike.

Recently, the editors of Photostatic, a
marginal art magazine out of Iowa City,
stated their intention to stop publication
in January as an art-strike action. Stewart
Home recently spoke about the work stop-
page at the prestigious Institute of Con-
temporary Arts in London, an appearance
that might be likened to an atheist lectur-
ingin a convent. “It’s not important to have
hundreds of people stop work,” he says,

“but to disturb and demoralize those who
endorse the system of artistic production
and distribution.”

No well-known artists have aligned
themselves with the strike, and cultural
life will go forward largely unperturbed,
but to look for names is certainly to miss
the point. New York is full of artists who
are also waiters. By canceling their
persone as creative individuals, those who
strike are choosing a real and immeasur-
able sacrifice. The art strikers seem to have
studied the old modernist history of épater
les bourgeois, espoused by such ace propa-
gandists as Richard Huelsenbeck. In 1920,
the German Dadaist wrote, “The bourgeois
must be deprived of the opportunity to buy
up art for his justification.” But it remains
to be seen whether the art strike is truly a
work stoppage or merely another piece of
performance—more art, or less.

—Edward Ball

REMEMBER THOSE

WHO CAN

NOT SPEAK

ART STRIKE

1990 - 1993

IRISH ART STRIKE ACTION COMMITTEE

FO BOX 73025 ALLIHIES CO. CORK. IRL.

Archive at hﬁp://qun.defrifus.nef/
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San Francisco Art Institute
800 Chestnut Street

San Francisco, CA 94133-2299
(415) 771-7020

FOR | MVEDI ATE RELEASE 12/ 13/ 89
TO ALL STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND FRI ENDS OF SFAI
Re: bservance of the International Artists Strike

At the | ast neeting of the board of trustees it was deci ded, by a vote
of 28 to 8, wth 2 abstentions, that SFAI, with its tradition of comm tnent
tothe fine arts, freedomof expression, and social justice, has an
i nescapabl e ethical obligationto observe the Art Strike.

Moreover, it is felt by the majority of the board that during the
Reagan/ Bush years t he repression of the poor, wonen, gays, people of col or
and of the di senfranchi sed groups by the ruling class has intensified to
such a point that, particularly in light of recent devel opnents in Eastern
Eur ope and t he Sovi et Union, the Unites States of America can nowfairly be
call ed the nost repressive industrialized nation in the world, and t hough
the Art Strike is international, Anerican artists, for so long participants
inthis destructive culture --truly the road to hell is paved with good
i ntentions!-- have a special obligations to step back, be quiet, and |isten
to the voices of the people they have for so | ong presuned to represent.

As arts admi nistrators, patrons of the arts, and artists ourselves, we
confess that we cannot predict the results of our withdrawal. W only know
that we cannot go on as we have been, pursuing our own careers, pronoting a
circunscribed vi ew of sel f-expression as the province of an elite group of
“tal ented” individuals, and believing that the practise of art is virtuous
initself.

Ther ef ore, begi nni ng January 1st, 1990, all artnaki ng at SFAl wil |
cease for a period of three years. However, we will not cl ose our doors.
The prenises of the art institute will be nade available to all as a center
for direct denocracy. What happens then is up to you.

Faculty will continue to drawtheir salaries as | ong as funds are
available. Al available financial aid will be divided equally anbng t he
currently registered students.

We fully expect that the adventure of the next three years will be
anong t he nost chal | engi ng and profoundly creative experiences of our
lives; we wel cone you as conpani ons and equal s; and we | ook forward to
getting to know you for the first tine.

Si ncerely yours,
Board of Trustees
SFAI
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N°18

Let’s Go Bowling with Art Strike!

erhaps years of
neglect can pro-
duce dictatorial

desires in even the most
stalwart of the usualy
egalitarian underground.
Somebody out there (in
here) came up with the
idea that for the next 3
years(1990-1993) artists
refrain from producing
art. The idea, known as
Art Strike, has been dis-
cussed in a surprising
number of journals, con-
sideringitsimpossihility,
authoritarian high-
handedness, and ultimate
disposability asideasgo.
In fact it was a cute no-
tionthat should havebeen
disposed of, but wasn’t.
And so we will be doing
without the work of
avowed strikersfor three
years.

The issue touches me
in a sensitive spot and
deserves to be exhumed,
because it goes well beyond just “fun and games’ in the artistic under-
ground. If Art Strike benot awhispered vicioustrick of some swift-tongued
disembodied enemy of creativity, let usassumeit has devel oped out of the
sense of despair and powerlessness which grips those of usin the midst of
creative working in aworld of recycled artistic idolatry.

Art Strike is anegative power feeding on the despair experienced from
time to time by those who have chosen not to join the ready-made
bandwagon of success in a very unsane surface world. This despair is a

burden which is, aswe speak, slowing down the progress of athing which
could becomefar morereal and far morestrong. To adopt aposeof cynicism
or nihilism is an understandable response to the great beast of mass-
produced culture, but it is an uneducated and unproductive response.

| certainly congratulate the perpetrator of this idea virus called Art
Strike. As a meme it has gone very far. It has changed peoples plans;
stopped their progress dead in itstracks: it demonstrates the power awell-
placed idea can have, even coming from the “powerless’ underground.
Somewould say that that isprecisely the point of Art Strike. If so, let’ sstart
planting seeds of artistic fecundity instead of spraying herbicides or expo-
nentially-increasing barrenness. The harnessing of this power of ideas
(verbal and non-verbal) is, ultimately, the greatest responsibility an artist
will ever have.

Thereis an alchemy where art and daily life meet, are one, are swest,
effortless, and closer to the existential bone than thirteen billion printed
words on Art Strike (or, for that matter, thirteen billion scatalogical album
titles, misanthropic song lyrics, or other by-products of despair). Thereisa
realization, which can be cultivated, wherein one can cal cul ate the effect of
Good that one’s creation will have upon the planet. Perhaps these intan-
gibles present avast and uncharted challenge, but their reward is sweeter
than upsetting a corporate board meeting with free jazz. Thereisaream
where oneis shown thetruth (transitional or penultimate though it may be)
in statements like, “God is afoot, Magic is alive” (and art is footwork—
proper placement of one's“dogs’ and aminimumof howling at the moon—
footwork and fortuitous event). Divorce the shamanistic function of the
artist and you get artifice: the glamour we know all too well which
dominates the media (Garfield vs. Zippy). We need good art. Better, far
better than we're getting. The medicine we' ve been collectively brewing
isn't strongenoughyet. AndyouArt Strikersareurging voluntary lobotomy
for three years? My bardic muse writes, “Methinks you have been quelled
by mutant formswho, from the spirit world, cast a pointless dare your way
in order to destabilize a Goodness.”

With these words beyond me, let me resume my usual cheery counte-
nance and wish well to al participantsor even semi-participantsinthegreat
Art Strike 1990-1993. | do see the whimsy and the irony in your flurry of
non-activity. Enjoy your vacation, and choose your bowling ball carefully.
It'sall in the heft. [Reprinted from The Void-Post #6

Critigque of the Art Strike

The Bible narrates that the Jews conquered Jericho by
playing the trumpets with such an intensity that the walls
tumbled. Today, agroup of artistshaverepeated thisstorywith
acertain difference. They want to destroy thewal s of powerful
artinstitutionsby meansof radical silence: by therefusal of all
activities of art.

total Art Strike has been suggested by Stewart Home and the
PRAXIS Group for the three-year period of 1990-1993. ThisArt
Strikeis being organized by Art Strike Action Committeesresid-
ing mostly in Americaand England. Several monthsafter thestart of the Art

Strike, | received documents of the following kinds: statements and letters
fromartists, declarationsby magazine editorsactiveinthestrike, and pages
of discussion fromtheunderground and seriouspressalike. Thesereactions
portrayed afrustrated group of people. Mgjor institutionsdid not takemuch
notice of this strike, which was being directed against them. Furthermore,
adebateraged among the organizersand other artistsconcerned withtheart
strike: does such a strike make any sense at all?

| took al the art strike documents available to me since the start of this
action, and | tried to find out thereasonsfor thisdisturbance and frustration.

Stewart Home' sreferenceto the successful “strike” of the Polish artists
intheperiod after 1981 wasan error and astarting point for anumber of later
mistakes.

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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A strikeis A) an organized extortion; B) for aconcrete purpose; C) by
peoplewho stand in oppositiontotheir employer. Therewasnot any artists’
strikein Poland because A) it arose spontaneously and amorphously; B) for
no concrete result; C) by independent careerists who took part in ageneral
boycott against amilitary takeover. It was part of anational resistanceina
desperate situation; an attempt to demoralizetheauthorities. It was combat;
that is, arevolutionary act completely in the spirit of classical history.

The other action, Metzger’s art strike (1977—-1980), was planned as an
economic strike; however, it failed because theindividual producersfailed
toorganize. Their personal intentsvary sogreatly that every member of such
a social group became scabs (even in the situations where some large
institutions are acting as “employers.”) Furthermore, Metzger could not
offer any concrete agendato theindividual participantsin hisstrike, and no
concrete organization was brought forth to formulate and administer pos-
sibleindividual declarations.

In contrast, the current (second) Art Strike was planned as a political
resistance and not as an economic strike. But a resistance is a genera
movement supported by awhole population, and its precondition isakind
of extremeemergency; thatistosay, a“revolutionary situation” isrequired.
Toimaginethat intellectuals or artists would take part in such aresistance
at any time (likeawalk-out) because of their unique problems (asan attempt
to break themonopoly of theinstitutions of theartsor to destroy the present
cultural hierarchy) issimply not realistic. It is possible to build an admini-
stration corpsfor thisjob and propagandacan bedistributed, aswell; but one
cannot create arevolutionary situation complete with the required general
“desperation.” Therefore, this attempt remains simply an advertisement, a
campaign for something “like a strike” with the usual mixed echoes that
normally goes with a campaign among the intellectual elite (indeed, such
internal affairsareawayshysterical and turbulent, but the culturegenerally
has trouble taking it serioudly).

However there is another important fact of this strike. Thisisthe very
“metaphysical” natureof theattempt: thestrikewasthought tobetherefusal
of all kinds of creative activity; that is, aradical form of silence. Let us say
no more about the difficult question of reaching an audience with this
silence; an audience that’s been ignoring you all along anyway. We till
have another question: how should artistswho stop their activity act? What
should they do?

Thehuman being who goeson strikeinterruptshisprofessional activity.
But the creativework of an artist doesn’t work that way. Creativity cantake
different forms (not just artistic, but also such forms as being a mother, a
politician, or agambler, for example) but it is never a profession. Instead,
itisan existential question for each individual.

The artist can be forced to fulfill their work asa“job”, but it will only
last if one can succeed in“changing their identity” aswell. It'sevident that
theresult would be enormousresi stance agai nst the attempt. An atmosphere
similar to general desperationwould needtobecreated, onlyitisnotinfavor
of the idea but against it. All energy would be turned against it. The
prevailing mood would be characterized by uncooperative aggressiveness,
caused by the fear of losing one' sidentity.

Inanoptimum stateit can haveavery useful effect. ThePolishresistance
after the declaration of the state of war in 1981 had thefollowing interesting
result: the artists produced more art than before—but thisart was explicitly
samizdat art, an aggressive expression turned against theruling elite. These
artistswould lose their identity only if they continued their earlier profes-
sional work in the style of “fine art” (a highly interesting situation).

| visited some artist friends in Kracow and Wroclaw ayear and a half
after thetakeover, and thisunderground activity had at that timejust reached
its peak. Some older “constructivist” artists—real “museum” artists—Ieft
behind their abstract style and made small graphics and text designsin the
form of leaflets, sometimes in a bruta realistic style. It was not the
expression of aculture but of aprimary demand of vital interests. Thiswas
avery strange form for an agitative “postmodernism” to take, considering
it came after avery assthetic abstract art period.

I think thisfeature of thehuman being and the nature of creativity wasn't

taken into consideration in the present art strike. The ASAC in California
treated it in abetter way: it took up initsprogram theideathat artistswhose
art was turned against serious culture and elite institutions should expand
their activity. Also other publications emphasized that creativity should
grow and not decrease during the strike. These concepts should function as
aresistance and could ensure that the coherence of the network remains
intact, no matter if the strike has any success or not.

But anyway this notion collapsed at the start. A different concept took
its place, onewhich | attribute to the initiator of the strike, Stewart Home.
Hecallsfor thetotal refusal of al kindsof creativity during thestrike. Some
activiststook thiscall so seriously that they decided to stop thepolitical and
review activities and al kinds of public interventions, as well.

One might talk about the possibility that this rigorousness was a
manifestation of astrong radicalisminthespirit of the classstruggle. There
is no reason to deny it. But we can also consider another, more personal
motivation with a philosophical background.

It seems that for Stewart home, the feasibility of a strike is of minor
importance. Hepostul atestheuse of underground cultureasatesting ground
for hisidea. Thisprogramisthestrategic negation of all creativeforms, seen
as the current strategy of the artistic individual and art activity.

The various forms for such a negation that Home proposes (multiple
names, plagiarism, Art Strike) are al excellently conceived, and deserve
appreciation. Following from these ideas, | can see an opposition to the
monopolistic nature of art institutions, which was caused by making the
underground reflect upon theseissues. This philosophy had exerted agreat
influence on the underground and the alternative art scene long before the
Art Strike became current. Of course, such concepts, built with such
virtuosity, have little to do with a palitical program. It isarather ordinary
cultural accomplishment.

To combine it with politics is dangerous. Since a few people have
adopted the opinion that only active negation can be the strategy of true
creativity, theimport of thishighly abstract philosophy into the arenaof the
strikeresultedinthestrike (whichwashopel ess anyway) losing its creative
energy from the start.

Another question is: to what extent was Home aware of the fact that he
himself with this conception had brought into being an instrument which
could be suitablefor buttressing authority? This authority would be able to
disciplineapart of theartistic subculture. (Itisinfact much easier to control
anegation that a production.) Home was very narrow-minded concerning
productiveactivity ingeneral andtheformsof independent art activity inthe
alternative scenein particular (seetherecent issue of Smilemagazineor his
book, The Assault on Culture).

Home had the enormous gall to postulate ageneral validity for hisown
ideas. | don’t know if herealized at all that in case of thetotal participation
of the underground in astrike which lasted three years, the whol e network
would decay. Or is there not much to regret? (Maybe this egomaniais an
element taken from Neoism. But Stewart Home had this mentality before
hisNeoist period began: hisfirst known project wasaband hewasin called
White Colours. His aim was to have all bands in England call themselves
White Colours.)

Even when | pay respect to the expression of Home's opinions, | must
say: thisisnot anexplicitly | eftist mentality, and asapolitical activity, it has
nothing at all to do with the emancipation of humanity. It is much more an
aristocratic phenomenon or—in the microcosm of the alternative scene—
astandardizing of all opinions according to the model of totalitarianism.

We can also say that we have to face the problem of the difference
between intellectual abstraction and practical thought. We can thank
Stewart Home that the second Art Strike was begun at all, but inreality the
views and ambitions which initiated the strike were major causes for
frustration, aswell. But, thefirst monthsof the strike demonstrated that alot
of problemscould not besolved without thiscrisis. What these problemsare
beginsto becomeclearer now, andthisisapositiveresult. But good motives
need better and more professional instruments. Maybe because of this
lesson the Art Strike was worth the trouble. [ Géza Perneczky
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Report from the Anti-Art Festival

March 31st of thisyear. This event was inspired by the Art Strike

propaganda | had been handed over ayear ago, so therefore | had
been thinking about Art Strikeand itsimplicationsfor quite sometime. The
Anti-Art Festival was an attempt to put some of those thoughtsinto action.
The concept was to set up a performance/exhibit situation upon non-
hierarchical lines. Therewould beno panel of distinguished judgesto accept
or reject anyone’ swork. All that had to be done was sign up by adeadline.
Announcements of the event were sent forth resulting in 16 various
performance acts committing themselves to the event. In addition, anyone
who wanted to exhibit or distribute their work in whatever media was
invited to simply show up that night.

One of themost interesting (for me) aspects of Art Strikeisthe concept
of notdoing“art,” becausethereistheessential question: just whatisartand
what is not art? By eliminating curators of this event, it was left up to the
individual to decide what was not art and then present it for others. Would
the audience/viewers agree or disagree as to whether what they were
experiencing was not art? My hope was that such an event would lead to
some lively discussion and a sharing of a whole spectrum of ideas and
viewpoints. The anti-art festival was not limited to art-strikers, for | have
met many people who oppose Art Strike or support some of itstenets, and
limiting the event in any way would be an act of censorship.

Another aspect of thefestival wasto seehow littlemoney coul d be spent.
Many people in the arts community are currently up in arms about the
stranglehold put onthe National Endowment for the Arts. My own personal
feelingsabout government funding arethat it 1) isbest tolearn to do without
government funding; 2) leads to dependency and ultimately influences
choicesin what it produced (oneis not likely to takerisksif that will lead
tolossof funds); and 3) created unfair competition between various groups
and individuals since the decision as to who gets the money is left up to
bureaucrats who will fund the established and conventiona art groups
beforeanything new andinnovative. | spent about $50 on publicity, postage
and long-distance phone calls. The Artichoke was made available for $85
to cover cost of rent and cleaning, and Kevin Williams, the manager of that
space, was kind enough to take arisk and let us pay after the box office
receiptswerein. Inaddition, asound system and sound man were found for
an amazingly low $25 for that night. Admission was $3, this being my
estimate asto the cheapest price that would still cover expensesalong with
the hope that we would draw at least 50 paying customers. Any additional
money takenin at thedoor would begiventothe Northeast Ohio Task Force
on AIDS so that any profit would benefit aworthy cause.

Wepulledin$145at thedoor. Thisisnot amultipleof threeastherewere
people who showed up with less than $3 in pocket and they were asked to

T heatre of Sortsinstigated an Anti-Art Festival, held in Cleveland on

contribute what they
could. The actual num-
ber of people in atten-
dance was undoubtedly
twicetheamount whoac-
tually paid to get in and
that includes al the per-
formers and exhibitors,
and the various people who volunteered as stage crew throughout the
evening. My estimate is that at one point or another there were about 100
peopleinvolvedintheevent. At any rate, | wasableto pay Kevinthe sound
man. | gave therest of the “ profits’ to the AIDS task force and Theatre of
Sorts absorbed the publicity expenses, which since the money had long
since been spent did not seem like any real big loss!

My critique of this event centers upon its duration. It was quite long:
doorsopenedfor viewingat 6 p.m., anart trial began at 7:00, agay wedding
took placeat 7:30 and then the performancesbegan at 8. Since | had noidea
what the response would be, | had put no time limit on any of the
performances, hoping that it would somehow all work out. Most people
signed up for 15 to 20 minutesworth of time, though sometook ahalf hour.
In addition, two people called me after the deadline and had good reasons
astowhy they hadn’t contacted me sooner. Softiethat | am, | said that they
could go on at the end of the evening. For the order of therest of the acts—
| drew names out of a hat and that was the performance schedule. The last
performance wasfinished by 1 am. and so it was an endurance test of sorts
for those who stuck around until the end. If | wereto do thisevent again, |
would wait until the deadline, count up the number of actsthen divide the
time equally among them. Then if three people had signed up, they’d each
get an hour. If 50 people had signed up?| probably would havefainted from
amazement, then realized that something this popular should go on for an
entireweek, goneforradioand TV advertisingand madeabundleof money!

Now, astothework presented, well, | overheard anumber of discussions
as to whether any particular act was art or not. | am not going to offer a
critique. In my opinion, there are far too many art critiques in the world
already. And as for anti-art critiques, | am inviting all the participants to
sharetheir opinionsinthenextissuesof my zine, TheDumpster Times. | will
say that my impression of theevening wasthat it wasnot boring, that people
were engaged in lively discourse throughout the night, and that it was a
success in at least one area—it is very possible to have a performance or
exhibition without government or corporate funding and in fact for very
little money whatsoever. Therefore, | would encourage people to consider
stealing this event, or adapting it and making it better.

[Theatre of Sorts, Cleveland

A Personal Statement by Philippe Billé
would like to criticize several points in this Art Strike (1990-1993)
project. First, | disagree with some of the opinions formulated in its
promoter’s texts. For example, | do not believe that various forms of
mischievousness, as greed, might be suppressed with the hypothetical
abolition of the “capitalist system” of production; nor that the “unendur-
able” aspectsof the human condition, that art would hel p usto bear, depend
on our economic organization; nor that it is unjust to designate with a
particular word: “artist.” those who manifest certain particular talents; nor
that it isdeplorablethefact that “ creativity” isunequally spread among the
people. Moreover, it isimpossible for meto consider, in the private sphere
of my “artistic creation” activity, any ideaof prohibition (just as| reject the
ideaof any obligationto create, such asit often appearsintheactivity of the
profession artists and of the apprentices who aim at becoming so).
Neverthel ess, thereiswithout doubt muchtodeplore, and sotocriticize,
in the present sate of arts, culture and civilization: at least enough, | think,

to makeit possibleto consider thisunrealisticideaof the Art Strike (1990—
1993) as opportune, even if only as a curse, or an invitation to reflection.
Becausethepoaintis, first of all, to ascertain and to assert thenotabledistance
which separates us pretty distinctly from the“art world.” So, with the same
meaning with which | declared in last June, at my 33rd birthday, that |
wanted to “retire” asan artist, | accept to follow this (in)action movement:
by refusing in advance, for this period, any new exhibition project; by
limiting my publicationsto the minimum; by associatingtoit my collection,
lately begun, of unopened mail, which gathers postal objects coming from
theofficial, associational or commercial institutions, so asvarious|ettersof
shabby canvassing; by studying the evolution of the debates raised in the
American, free, and anonymousnewsl etter Y AWN. Onewill allegeagainst
me that thisistoo easy. Thisis partly right. And then?
[Translated by Ph. Billé; reprinted from
Lettre Documentaire, Bordeaux, December 1989
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The Strike Within a Strike

betrays/Their enormous simple grief. The logic of an “art strike”
both helps us notice “their” logic and shows us that “we’ have
learned it all too well.

“Their” logicismorefundamentally an orienting and spatial feeling, and
inthat way itisinstrumental: itisaformof defenseinwhich“l” am“inhere”
andyouare“outthere” and“achair” istomy “left.” | know whereeverything
is, so I'm okay over here. There might be other possible ways to conceptu-
alize feelings about being where you are; this particular thought-protection
isabit anxious about where we all are and who istoo close to whom.

Inside/outside is of course part of awhole chain of dualismswhich rest
onthefundamental switch (theon/off) of Aristotle' slogic: A cannot be both
A and not-A at the sametime. Either/or. The enormous simple grief Auden
mentionsistoo seriousto trivialize by chatting about it but consider one bit
of Western sorrow, that feeling you seein everyone' sface but which no one
ever talks about, as caused by this continual sorting: inside me/outside me.
Thus, before everything else, distance.

Thisproblem of instrumental reasonisthefamiliar target of critiquesby
awhole tradition of European writers from Neitzsche onward; Habermas
sums up their point this way: “reason denounces and undermines all
unconcealed forms of suppression and exploitation, of degradation and
alienation, only to set up in their place the unassailable domination of
rationality.” That is, reason, which liberates us from our spiritual tradition
(infinitely corruptible and oppressive, as Western history continues to
demonstrate) also confines us in a dry and loveless self-consciousness in
which objects and predictable forces act in calculable ways and spirituality
ismocked by artistsand talk-show hosts alike (anot-so surprising aliance).
“Because this regime of a subjectivity puffed up into a false absolute
transformsthe meansof consciousness-raising and emancipationinto just so
many instruments of objectification and control, it fashions for itself an
uncanny immunity in the form of athoroughly concealed domination.” Itis
S0 busy exposing the empty claims and phoney forms of exploitation that it
createsapervasiveimage, asubstituteworld: a“world” full of thingswhich
need to be unmasked and which automatically lose their claim on us once
unmasked by reason’s cackle. The world isnot only objectified, it isfull of
shamsand cheatsonly reason can saveusfrom. Inthismagic“world,” where
unmasking is the hocus-pocus, paradise would be a place where everything
wasfinaly clear: “the opacity of the iron cage of areason that has become
positivedisappearsasif in theglittering brightness of acompl etely transpar-
ent crystal palace.”

Theart “world” is completely pervaded with this attitude, transfixed as
it is by a culture it imagines it can successfully overmaster simply by
unmasking it—often enough, this urge to unmask the other isitself a mask
for an urge to partake: either to gaze unhampered by a guilty conscience
(“1"m collecting images for athorough critique later so leave me alone”) or
to enjoy the apparent rewards it pretends to despise by further hypnotizing
an aready bored and hypnotized audience. Hey—not only can you look at
thistoo, but it ismore cool to look at thisthan that trash you usually look at
and someday it’ [l be worth, like...

In such circumstances, to call a*“strike” points up many of the unpleas-
antly tainted (thereforerepressed) aspectsof “artmaking” : therecognition of
consumersashosses, the expectation of pay, theurgeto be part of the system
it pretends to criticize and so on.

But to think in this way—that is, to imagine “art” as an objectified
product or object or event which | can control and withhold—is to learn
their—our—Iogicall toowell. Likeall ascesis, itisuseful to makeoneaware
of thefeeling of the activity: to give up or renounce something isagood way
to become conscious of what before might have been merely automatic and
habitual. Not only that, to beconsciousof thecraving asaprotection. Against
what? This practice is another perhaps less dreamy way of working on the
same dilemma addressed by the philosophers since their target is“ desire,”

Q uden once wrote, Learn their logic, but notice/How its subtlety

insofar asby theterm“ desire” we can identify not the pleasurein something
really occurring here and now but rather the imaginary enjoyment of
something in an imaginary time (the future or the past). Imaginary pleasure
taken in some imaginary timeis nothing but a substitute for and an evasion
of thelifethat might really exist (but floats past unrealized) during thetime
of theillusion. And in this culture theindividual’ s stock of pleasure-images
is pervaded by advertising of one form or another, al of which requires an
unrealisticincomein order to berealized, aswell asabrand new imaginary
ego chock-full of essentially bizarre but well respected qualitieslikedishon-
esty, toadyism, hard-heartedness, and other sociopathic attributes. It's no
wonder the face of a daydreamer is so often grim or sad.

Itisagood ideanot to be too caught up in theideathat some unmasking
project of “ours” means we have once and for al found a place of moral
elevation. And safety: they, the deluded, are over there, we are here.
Idea=idea. Asthewriter they used to think wascalled Dionysius (now called
Pseudo-Dionysius) put it: “God hates ideas.” Obvioudly, since thinking is
just something we do so as to have opinions among our possessions, an
activity not to be confused with meaning, which is something to be lived,
somehow, if possible, tentatively and stubbornly or maybe patiently (how
should | know?) Meister Eckhart said, “ God actswithout instrumentality and
without ideas. And thefreer you arefromideasthe more sensitiveyou areto
inward action.”

“Art” isnot aseparate “thing” one choosesto do or not do but aform of
“inward action” if you like which you naturally express or communicatein
some way. A disciplined attention to that is simply a more disciplined
attentionto one’ sexistence. Inaway, tothink of it as“art” and get thingsfor
it isaready the result of aprevious art strike or tantrum of some sort. The
Greek term “hecatomb” for example doesn't mean the sacrifice of one
hundred oxen, it meansthat by thismagical act | will get ahundred oxenfrom
the godsin return. Who did the bargaining there, we wonder, and is he still
available?

Joseph Beuys in an interview was asked about the series of Christian
images he pursued for atimeand hisresponsewasthat he gradually realized
that such traditional motifs were already achieved and not what he himself
needed to do; therefollowsalong mysteriousdiscussion of theneed to suffer
“thisprocessof crucifixion and completeincarnation in the material world”
before working through to an achieved spirituality. Neitzsche talked about
something like this a so, of the death of sacred ideas, loss of faith in the old
names, and then a movement from the material level of the senses back
towardsthespiritual. “1 desirefor myself andfor all wholive...without being
tormented by a puritanical conscience, an ever-greater spiritualization and
multiplication of the senses; indeed we should be grateful to the senses for
their subtlety, plenitude, and power, and of fer theminreturnthebest wehave
in the way of spirit.”

Thepointisthat “art”isaready therein the way one seesor listensto or
moves across the world. As we notice or don’t notice something, we are
already in the life we are making all the time at alevel so fundamental we
can’'t even be aware of its workings much less try to stop them. We can
always offer more in the way of spirit. Or we can reject much of this
experience in favor of what might be called art simply by devaluing the
former—after all you can't make a career out of it and nobody gets famous
for just going down the street with eyes open, ears open. | approve of “art
strike” asaway to annoy ourselves and cut into our sleeping time. But itis
also the logic of our shining and heartless utopiathat investsin/thinks there
issomething out there (both holy and laughable) called “art” or asKrazy Kat
caledit“ott.” Thetroubleisprovocationisanindividua matter; for example
“gpiritual” isan essential term for something—what (thefuck) elseto cal it,
eh?—but it drives me crazy every time | say it so | make myself say it,
especially in cool art publications. Pretty soon I’ Il try to gli pm into one
of them (he crossed it out, didn’'t he?) because there's a strike inside the
strike. Don't tell anyone. [Pseudo-Karen Eliot
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R E S P O N S

TO QUESTIONS AND OPINIONS
STRIKE

ABOUT THE ART

1 —How can one participate in the Art
Strike (1990-1993)?

—Sure, suchadistressing perspectiveis
disorienting to some. As for the art strikers,
thelir tactics vary.

Stewart Homein London (who thought
uptheArt Strike), seemsto havechosenatotal
strikeof creativity, whichincludesall activity
related to the Art Strike (1990-1993). He is
limiting hisactivity to dispatching only docu-
ments concerning the Art Strike that were
produced before January 1, 1990, to whom-
ever asks for them. He explains (in a letter
dated November 8, 1989): “...Setting up an
ASAC simply means providing the public
with an address from which they can get
information about the Art Strike and organi-
singany other activitieswhichyouthink might
help spread theidea....”

Inlowa, LIoyd Dunn hasinterrupted the
publication of his magazine PhotoStatic for
threeyears. Instead, he publishesthe sporadic
and quasi-anonymous newsletter YAWN,
almosttotally dedicatedtotheArt Strike (1990-
1993). | have found certain of the proposals
advanced therein to be excessive, such asits
characterization of “The Artist asaVictim of
Tourette Syndrome,” which suggeststhat the
artist is pathologically dependent on their
needtocreate, likeanervoustic(#7,12/31/89).
On the other hand, | notice this declaration:
“There is no Art Strike dogma as such. In-
stead, itisessential that each Art strikepartici-
pant construct their own set of activities in
support of the Art Strike.” (#6, 11/24/89)

2  —ltconsistsof a paradox.

—Sure, the proposition of an Art Strike
(1990-1993) isparadoxical, incredible, illogi-
cal, bizarre, incoherent, extremist, masochis-
tic, unrealistic, and pretentious, but it is a
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“Every desire must be confronted with this
question: what will happen to me, if the
object of my desire is accomplished and
what if it is notg”

—Epicurus, Fragment LXX

E S

socia action that has asits primary goal the
deliberate provocation of annoyance.

3  —Ilsn't this pious Art Strike (1990-
1993) doomed to failur e by lack of impact?

—Sure, thisisapossibility. INnYAWN
itsays, “the Art Strike (1990-1993) can only
affect those people who choose to be af-
fected by it....” (#11, 3/1/90). Butin Cicero
it says. “...Even if the goodness [that we
seek] were not recognized, it would still be
good; for whatever we can say inall truthis
commended by its own good nature, even if
not approved by any manliving.” [OnMoral
Obligation, 1.4.14]

4  —Artisalready astrike.

—Sure, there is something to this. On
this subject, Lloyd Dunn proposed in the
40th and last issue of PhotoSatic (Decem-
ber, 1989): “...the Art Strikeis not so much
acall for doing nothingasitisacall for doing
something else. Now, it is quite plausible,
according to my interpretation of the intent
of the Art Strike, for aperson (whether they
think they are doing “art” or not) to partici-
patein the Art Strike and yet continue to do
what they were doing before! Asfar asl can
tell, the Art Strike lashes out at a set of
attitudes about art; not “art” as such. To
clarify my position on this, it is perhaps
necessary for usto have two definitions for
theword “art”. 1) art: virtually any creative
activity, definable by the user of the term
themself; and 2) Art: a class and gender-
specific activity devoted to the creation of
mar ketable objects....The Art Strike simul-
taneously calls for a rejection of Art, and
are-evaluation of art. To be effective, the
Art Strike must demoralize Artists, and
encourage artists.”

[Lettre Documentaire n°9, 4/25/90

ANY PART OF YAWN MAY BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WHATSOEVER, EVEN WITHOUT PERMISSION
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YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all its manifestations.
We welcome responses from readers, especially observations of a critical nature. Be forewarned that anything
sent may be considered for inclusion in a future issue without specific prior nofification. Submissions are
welcome and encouraged. Itis our policy notto attribute work, unless the content benefits from such attribution.
YAWN is a collective, mostly anonymous, effort. Contributors receive a copy of the YAWN in which their
work is used. Monetary donations are requested to help defray the costs of publication. Subscriptions are
available for $10 (cash or unused stamps) for 25 issues. Archive at http://yawn.detritus.net/.
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Anti-art is art because it has entered into a
dialectical dialogue with art, re-exposing
contradictions that art has tried to conceal.
To think that anti-art raises everything to the

level of art is quite wrong. Anti-art exists only
within the boundaries of art. Outside these
boundaries it exists not as anti-art but as

[SMILE

madness, bottle-racks and urinals.

S OME OPINIONS

ABOUT THE ART STRIKE

eAlexandre Iskra, non-union pastry chef, Marseille, January
1990: “They talk about an art strike (1990-
1993)!... | swear that this voluntary public
castration exasperates me! Even worse, I'm
indifferent to it. In reading the various docu-
ments which you [Lettre Documentaire n°4]
have collected and carefully translated, alas,
inspires lassitude.... In its time, the dada manifesto had scope;
this is out looking for a point.”
*Jacques Massa, pataphysician, Paris,
January 1990: “The Art Strike makes me
oscillate between indifference and perplexity.
I've discussed it only with Mark Bloch
(Panpost) who is rather in agreement as far
as perplexity goes.”
e Jean-Francois Robic, photocopier, Strasbourg, January 17,
1990: “As you can see, | am not participating
in the Art Strike. | find it a bit naive. It would be
necessary for me to do the strike by myself, and
for me that's impossible. Even if art is a social
practice—all right!—art is already a strike.”
[Lettre Documentaire n°6, February 1990

MAIL ORDER INFO — The anonymous pamphlet CONFES-
SION IN SUPPORT OF THE 1990-1993 ART STRIKE, whichfirst
appeared in English, and which has been translated into French by
LettreDocumentaire: CONFESSION EN FAVEURDELA GREVE
DEL’ART (1990-1993), isnow also availablein aSpanish version:
CONFESION EN APOYO A LA HUELGA DE ARTE (1990-
1993) and a German version: GESTANDNIS ZUGUNSTEN DES
KUNSTSTREIKS 1990-1993. Thiscleverly plagiarized cartoonis
offered free to those who want it, but we hereby inform those
scrupul ous soulsthat the cost of production and mailing comesto 5
francs per copy. Inreturn, there are no rights reserved and it can be
re-photocopied at will. We'd aso liketo point out that the German
editionisalsodistributed by CASH Versand, PLK 133117 C, 1000
Berlin 12, West Germany. This distributor also offers a catalog of
publicationsin English and German, notably devotedto Neoismand
the Art Strike (1990-1993).

In addition: ANTICOPYRIGHT, P.O. Box 368, Cardiff Wales
CF21SQ, isafreeservicefor the (re)distribution of fly-postersof a
seditiousnature. Copiesof thesefly-postersare sent out tothosewho
want them, to be re-photocopied and posted wherever the recipient
has the opportunity. This seems dangerousto us, but interesting. A
catalog summarizing what’s offered (around 200 fly-posters) is

available. [Lettre Documentaire #9

DOTTING THE ‘i'S AND CROSSING THE ‘t'S

Lettre Documentaire, not having a dogmatic concept of the Art
Strike (1990-1993), findsit opportune to offer it minimum service,
inpartially maintainingitsactivity of observation and description of
certain particular artistic forms, which would in any case be a
legitimate part of itslarger activity of observation and description of
various forms of reality in general. We force ourselves however to
holdtothistask, aimingfor acertain editorial seriousness, inthat we
don’'t value the effusiveness and the ill-considered foaming at the
mouth that seemsto characterize not only much of thebabble of the
official and mercantile realms, but also much of the babble coming
from the underground. Besides, Lettre Documentaire (from the
L atin documentum: that which servesto instruct) intendsto pursue,
as it grows, its didactic project of observation and description of
certainnon-artisticformsof reality, if not for the purposeof studying
theirintrinsic psychotropic qualities, thenmoregenerally for dealing
with the sincere sense of wonder for “the totality of things that
happen.” Nevertheless, we do not disregard the virtues of an Art
Strike (1990-1993) as a vow of artistic chastity: it seemsto us that
an Art Strike has the beneficial power of afast. But we simply feel
that the Art Strike (1990-1993) ismore useful asarumour than asa
catechism. [Lettre Documentaire #9

Art Strike Action Committees (ASACs)

ASAC (California), P.O. Box 170715, San Francisco CA 94117 USA
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1N 3XX, England
ASAC (Eire), c/o Tony Lowes, Allihies, Bantry, West Cork, Ireland
ASAC (Latin America), C. de Correos 1211, Montevideo Uruguay

Lettre Documentaire, B.P. 249, 33012 Bordeaux Cedex France
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A MANIFESTO OF
COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY COMMUNISM

1. The concept of “revolution” is inherently “religious” and refers
to an unrealizable abstraction. Those who act for the collective
transformation of the world must reject the concept of revolution
and all other concepts which locate change in an undefined and
distant future. Until we have crushed the concept of revolution
we will be slaves to history.

2. Dialectics are mystification. It is naive to assume that the inter-
action of ideas within social process will mechanically resolve
social contradictions. The concept of historical inevitability is
completely laughable. An understanding of “history” shows the
accumulation of “contradiction,” the identity of which is pro-
duced by the logical habits of the observer.

3. The emotional desires which are expressed as “social theories”
have never been rigorously “scientific,” and it is the worst
mystification for revolutionaries to couch their agendas in a
“scientific” context. That a “revolutionary” would want to is
indicative of the general lack of critical engagement towards
“scientific thought” present in “revolutionary” culture. Science is
a fascist ideology which perpetuates itself through a technical
elite that produces “truth” in support of capitalism. It is based
on a variety of false premises which remain relatively unchal-
lenged. Most notable is science’s reliance on “cause and ef-
fect,” a warped version of the capitalist ideology of “individu-
ality,” positing “individual causes” directly linked to individual
“effects” within a coherent universe. Though this concept is in
practice highly elaborated, it has its roots in the fragmentary
worldview transmitted by capitalism. Communists should at-
tempt to collectivize “truth” and overthrow the scientific “knowl-
edge” which has brought destructive technology and industrial
slavery.

4. “Revolutionaries” tend to engage the system only within their
own minds, creating separate identities which “self-manage”
their alienation. To be a “revolutionary” is to engage in a
nostalgic fascist mythology, part of the entertaining stage set of
the “western world.” To achieve change it is imperative that all
separate identities be destroyed along with the institutions and
attitudes that support them.

5. “Community” is the abstraction by which ethnocentrism is reified
on a local scale. The concept of the community, as an abstrac-
tion, further situates human life within the comprehensibility of
a productive, receptive discourse outside of its own control. To
be part of a “community” is to reinforce an identity as alienated
as “individual” identity. The resolution of the collectivization of
power stands outside the existence of banal and comprehen-
sible cultures.

6. Massive change on a local or total level is possible and in
process. [SMILE

GENDER STRIKE

1990—0C0

“People have become way too comfortable with the established
differences between men and women. Any refusal to recognize these can
jeopardize comfort; the closer the affront to these divisions, the more
threatened they become. The breakdown of sexual rolesleadsto a natural
breakdown of the mystique of heterosexuality; homophobia prevents the
elimination of separate gendersin favor of one common one. Biology has
little to do with what we do, whereas socialization has a | ot to do with our

biology.”

Civilization operates by virtue of the energy that is harnessed from the
splitting of certain entities which would otherwise exist in a complex interre-
lation. These are split into separate and dualistic categories. In the process

of splitting these entities apart, they are redefined by civilization,

their

meaning and value being obtained from their social context. They are defined
as opposite halves which are opposed to one another yet must have one
another in order to exist. Extreme tension between the halves is created,
which civilization utilizes to fuel its engines of oppression and destruction in
its eternal alignment with death. Parent/child, thinking/feeling, work/play are
examples of this process. These are entities which do exist separately, but
their relational unity has been destroyed. We are interested in how these
entities have been confused and mystified into concepts which control the
behavior or function of the entity in its relation to other beings or functions

with which it has contact.

D

of codified behavior.

The categories of female and male have little real bearing on
an individual’s personal inclinations, or on a person’s biological
differences from others, and forces per to adopt certain kinds of
behavior based on the type of genitals pe has, rather than
according to per internal feelings, desires, needs.

We intend to question the role of gender itself and its
relation to the dynamics of power within patriarchal society. We
call on all those participating in this contrived fiasco to put down
their roles, costumes, and masks, their assumptions, notions
and standards of gender-oriented behavior. It will be necessary
to adopt appearances and behavior which is contrary to one’s
personal gender history. This will constitute the early part of the
strike. It must not remain in this stage, however. It must begin
to continually shift in a puzzling and dizzying conglomeration of
behavior and appearances that will disorient the observer’s
gender-based judgments, and eventually those of the strikers
themselves, until the gender role loses its meaning as a criterion
for reality assessment. This action is intended to shake patriar-
chal civilization to its very foundations.

THE EMPIRE NEVER ENDE

One of the most fundamental and insidious of these dichotomies
is female/male, as imposed by gender roles. It divides humanity into
two halves which then begin to battle one another, with those in power
reaping the benefits of the confusion and pain. Asinall other instances,
the dichotomized entities have been created and defined by a ruling
elite. It is they who create the language, control the mass media, and,
with patriarchal society, keep atight control of us through the strictures
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READ *CONTRIBUTE*EXPERIENCE

YAWN cares to make little distinction between its “readers”
and its “contributors” as such, and would like to bring about an
interaction among all such participants and cultural workers. In
addition, the issues of concern to YAWN are substantially
more general than previous output would tend to suggest. That
isto say, YAWN is very interested in publically exposing ideas
and discussion well beyond what is dealt with in the Art Strike.
Culture generally is the target of our collective discourse. The
potential is vast. This is all part of an effort on our part to bring

about a critique of culture that tests the basic assumptions of
those who tacitly support our culture, even if they do no more
than function in it. It is those least challenged of assumptions
which demand the most attention. Use your experience as a
guide. Write down or diagram what comes to mind. Submit it
to YAWN as part of the ongoing dialog. YAWN seeks letters,
essays, commentaries, cartoons, graphics, and the results of
cultural research. Any format, no returns without SASE, copy of
published work will be sent to the participant.

Art Strike Notes

STEP UP. The Art Strike. By
definition it’s decentralizing and
anti-authoritative, designed to
stop production and provoke
discussion of and about art and
the very limiting contexts in
which art is defined and allowed
to evolve and how that effec-
tively determines and controls
the lives of artists.

STEP 2. Society has developed
an intriguing approach to living
which has provided educational
facilities, hospitals, prisons and
factory farms, all with sur-
prisingly similar structures and
Sfunctions, with some discernible
differences in comfort and
privilege.

STEP 3. Rebellion is encour-
aged. There is no movement of
information in static systems and
information always moves to-
wards the dominant system.
STEP 4. [t always pays to fund
the opposition. A potential threat
is diffused through definition,
duplication and dependence. A
new market information for satu-
ration and eventual consumption
of the mutation.

ART STRIKE

AT THE

ARMORY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
KAREN ELTOT TO SPEAK AT THE ARMORY!

In comemoration of the opening, Karen Eliot, spokes-~
person for the Art Strike Action Committee (Philadelphia)
wil present a 5 (five) minute video and create an open
dialogue regarding the Strike.

Coinciding with the show's theme of "refused"
cultural commodities, the presentation will focus upon
refusing preconceptions as well as the mystification

~ of the commonplace.

for more information: for more information:
Art Strike Action Committee Johanna Goodman

838 Lombard St. 222-8771

Phila. Pa. 19107

phone: 931-4011

THE OPENING IS FRIDAY APRIL 27, 1990
KAREN ELIOT is going to appear at 9:15 sharp.

“SALON DES REFUSES”

10O3RD ARMORY

33rd & LANCASTER - PHILADELPHIA

APRIL 26-293. 1990

10:00 A. M. TO 10:00 P. M.

PHONE (215) 222-8771
Sponsored By MOONSTONE, INC. A NON-PROFIT CORP.

STEP 5. Stop. [ASAC-CA
Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1TN 3XX, England /
Xexoxial Endarchy, 1341 Williamson St, Madison WI 53703 q‘
Woodenshoe Books/Karen Eliot, 112 S 20th St, Philadelphia PA 14103
Lettre Documentaire, B.P. 249, 33012 Bordeaux Cedex France CORRESFERIERCE
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N°21

Struck by the Art Strike

hat | do like about the Art Strikeisthat it’'s such astrong issue.
Wlt’sgot everyone riled up. Nobody feels wishy-washy about it,

people appear to be either gung-ho or angrily against it. The
whole notion of the Art Strike forces us to think twice about what we're
doing, examine therole of art in society, in history, etc. So as a concept |
appreciateit & even agree with Bob Black that in asenseit’s an ultimate
conceptual artwork. But art in my eye has to do with change, growth, &
entropy: thus the ultimate conceptual artwork is life itself. On an indi-
vidual level, an artist’slife/life-style is aconceptua “performance”; on a
worldly level, human cultureitself evolves, in part, thru art. Of al living
species on earth, humankind alone has the privilege & ability to be cre-
ative. In a sense, then, the capacity for creative thought & communica-
tion defines our very humanness. Yet the Art Strike advocates are calling
for athree-year end to creativity.

Thefirst & most obvious criticism of the Art Strike is that those who
are perpetuating it are already involved in an alternative to the institu-
tional commercial artworld which they criticize, and, conversely, the kind
of artists whom they criticize are 1) unlikely to hear about it in the first
place, since the Art Strike literature is being disseminated within this al-
ready alternative “network” & 2) they are most certainly not going to
stop their devoted & /or lucrative art activity even if they do hear about it.

Miekal & | & others who have been active in experimental arts, pub-
lishing, & performance for at least the last six years have been spending
all thistime creating an alternative, for ourselves & for others, to the dog-
eat-dog highbrow snotty bland & boring established art world. In other
words, we have already been striking against the notion of art which ren-
ders it a commodity. And in doing so we are following a tradition of
questioning the definition & role of art in society. Such questioning has
in fact marked the history of experimentalism from Marinetti on.

Miekal & | havejust recently gotten Xexoxia Endarchy to the point
where it pays for itself. We still put in hours & hours of unpaid labor,
corresponding, laying out, photocopying, collating, stapling, binding,
packaging, & mailing, not to mention documenting, data-basing, & nu-
merous other forms of organizing, al to enable Xexoxia Endarchy to
work better for others & for ourselves. Meanwhile we have to work shit
jobsin restaurantsto pay our (& Xexoxial’s) rent & utilities. Time left to
work on our own personal projectsis minimal. About 50% of that small
amount of timeis spent seeing through projectsthat were conceived years
ago, but never finished, or doing pieces for mail art shows, compilation
tapes, or other such projects whose deadlines we haven’t already missed.
Then there’'s another 40% involved in learning aspects of desktop pub-
lishing, which is still relatively new to us. That leaves about 10% “pure
creativity”—the bearing forth of brand new ideas & manifestations.

| am speaking as if one could quantify, [or even define!] such athing
as creativity, asif it were separate from work, or separate from organiz-
ing or learning. This | do not believe, but | exaggerate here to make a
point which | think the Art Strike advocates just plain miss. They call for
a stop to al creativity, as if it were the only thing an artist does! True,
some highly successful usually government-funded artists spend all their
timecreating, for ex., large-scale sculptures, & then with their grant money,
or their firm, they hire ateam of laborers to actually do the work to see
the thing through. But, come on, most artists, even many of commercial
ones, spend the majority of their time not in the act of purecreation[asin
brainstorming, experimenting with pencil & paper, lying in bed imagin-
ing, discovering the new, etc.] but rather in @) obtaining/maintaining their

workspace, materials, & b) going through the steps necessary to see
through their idea, to manifest their creation, whether that takes the form
of a dance, a sculpture, a performance, a score, or whatever. Even the
creative act itself may require hours or weeks of preparation of some sort
(reading, study, yoga, meditation, whatever).

Here this group of people, supposedly my peersin this nebulous ex-
perimental culture, are asking me to suspend my creative activity. HA!
What kind of support isthat? | might aswell have nagging parentstelling
me to become a secretary. | already am a secretary! Witness hours of
(unpaid) Xexoxial typing, filing, answering the phone, etc. And they're
telling me our activity in art is a bourgeois luxury! When we can barely
pay our rent because we spend the mgjority of our time running a non-
profit organization which can barely pay its bills! | might as well have
nagging parents telling me to become a doctor so | can make enough
money to pay the hills & then donate the rest to charities like ours!

I wish | did have time to help needy people. | realize the world is a
mess, that children are starving, that people live in fear, that the earth &
its species are being decimated. But | don’t do art in an attempt to ignore
these things anymore than | eat food in order to forget about others' star-
vation. | do it because it’s essential to my spiritual & mental well-being
just as food & sleep are to my physical well-being. And creativity is as
essential to being human asis physical survival.

I know there are many political & environmental objections to this
last statement (starting with “you wouldn’t say such thingsif you livedin
El Salvador or were starving in Ethiopia,” etc.), but rather than argue
such ahugeissue, I'd rather shift to arelated discussion. A positive issue
posed by the Art Strike is the division between art & politics, or rather
artists & political people. The Art Strike advocates are telling us that art
is basically an anti-political activity. Behind their theory is the assump-
tion that the two areas don’t or can't mix. While | disagree with this, |
think that the relationship between art & politics, the admixture of artists
& political people, isaworthwhile, even a crucial issue.

I think it is clear that there needn’t be such a sharp division between
the two realms. The word “politics” derives from the Greek politikos—
citizen, from polis—“city”; “culture”* from aword meaning “to develop”
(as in cultivation). Put together, the two make Evolution, the develop-
ment of groups of people, of social humanity, cultural history. Devel op-
ment means change: the destruction of the old, the creation of the new. In
this sense Miekal & | & other experimental artists—working in a tradi-
tion of challenging existing forms of expression—are deeply involved in
cultural politics.

Certainly there are crossovers: artists who are involved in politics &
vice versa. And there are increasing attempts at least to make political
issuesthe subject of exhibitions, performances, etc. The great majority of
art we receive from Europe (especially Eastern Europe) is highly politi-
cal, & soismuch of our domestic mail. Perhaps the Art Strike advocates
ignore or are unaware of the political nature of much of today’s experi-
mental art; more likely they feel that it isineffective & empty. They want
to see physical action, asif that were all that could change the world. But
art needn’t be physical, nor even ostensibly related to politics, in order
for it to effect & advance human society.

1] useto word culture here, in my dictionary inits 7th sense: intellectual & artistic
activity. The word “art”, by the way, derives from the Middle English root ar-
meaning to fit together.
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Art that questions art, in fact art that questions or challenges in any
way isby itsnature political. “ Language writing,” for example, questions
in a creative manner the accepted mechanisms of language, & visual lit-
erature callsinto question the very definition of language & communica-
tion. Politics depend on language: if we could really change the way people
communicate, we could change the world. All this is so obvious | feel
like a fool having to write it. Art will always change history, & experi-
mental art will alwaysbe at the front of the guard. The Art Strikers should
be ashamed of themselves, calling an end to art, aiming especially at the
experimental art community.

A direct example of art mixing with politics & artists mixing with
political people (in this case, anarchists) is the Festival of the Swamps.
When we staged it for the first time in 1986, in response to Madison’s
“Festival of the Lakes,” it immediately posed a controversy, perpetuated
by media attention to us, big enough to surprise even us. The name, the
ideas behind it & the activities associated with it (both real & imaginary)
called into question the politics of the city-sponsored event, & the poli-
tics of popular culturein general. Four years | ater, the 1989 Festival saw
scenes reminiscent of the sixties: confrontationswith the police over noise,
(partial) nudity, & the use of the American flag. Only thistime the police
weren't the enemy of “free expression”: certain Madison citizens, acting
asnormality-defenders, called the police repeatedly with complaints. The
police merely carried out their role as complainant-defenders.

Miekal & 1, bored for years by the now traditional (unartistic) tactics
of political activists—marches, sit-ins, sign-toting, canvassing, etc.—&
not wanting to be identified with them, used to call ourselves anti-politi-
cal. We are still uninvolved with those activities, but our association with
Drake Scott & Eric Hiltner—publishers of Smile/Smirk/Snarl & founders
of Schiz-Flux—has altered our apoliticalness. In 1988 Drake & Eric in-
vited people they met at the Toronto Anarchist Gathering & the Demo-
cratic Convention demonstrations to come to Festival of the Swamps.
This began our involvement with anarchists. What the 1988 Swampfest
overwhelmed uswith wasits opportunities for non-artiststo expressthem-
selves creatively. Our alleged art event had become something else. The
anarchistsinvolved that year seemed pregnant with the desireto | et [oose,
make costumes, mobile scul ptures, noise, & movement. It came naturally
to some & was a new challenge to most of them. Thiswasn’t a matter of
anarchists “playing” artist; these people still call themselves anarchists,
till focus on squats, environmentalists, organizing actions, demonstra-
tions, etc. But this small faction of people (& there must be more out
there) are now thinking about different ways to do things.

The night of the police-ridden 1989 Festival of the Swamps episode,
Brian Gentry (another Smile publisher, & one of the anarchists Scott &
Hiltner had invited in '88) & Brenna (an anarcho-friend of Brian’s who
came with him the following year) & | talked till 4:00 am. about what
had happened, & about “anartism,” “ polyanarkistry,” “anarcho-art,” what-
ever you choose to call the admixture of art & anarchy. Brian had been
thinking about the effectiveness of costumesin political demonstrations—
would the police at an environmental demonstration, for example, dareto
teargas a group of giant frogs? Tactics like this could be practical while
making an effective (& affective) point.

Drake & Eric make it their business to be anarchists among anar-
chists, to posit situations that question the standard tactics of political
anarchists, even to question what have become conventiona ways for
these peopleto act, dress, argue, etc. They areinterested in subverting the
subverters. And Schiz-Flux questions things like | eftist musical tastes. in
Madison, for example, the progressive types tend to like the blues,
Motown, reggae, & bluegrass. They seem to have no interest in progres-
sive music or language, and thisis a serious contradiction. Which brings
me to another problem with the Art Strike movement: their class argu-
ment that art is bourgeois & thus perpetuates the class division.

Actually, | began formulating the following response several years
ago upon hearing & reading the liner notes of the Comelius Cardew Me-
morial Concert record album (1985, Impetus Records). Cardew, for those
unfamiliar with him, was an experimental musician & composer in the
60s best known for his work with AMM, a group that improvised very
intense music/noise way ahead of its time, & for his formation of the

“Scratch Orchestra,” wherein he assembled non-musicians & led them
through simple structures for improvisation on simple instruments such
as whistles. He worked with nontraditional forms of notation, finding
alternativesto serialism which wasin vogue at the time. Cardew was also
avery active Communist (first aMaoist, later aMarxist-Leninist), & at a
certain point in hislife he beganto criticize & repudiate al hisearly work
& the avant-garde in general.

“I"m convinced,” he once wrote, “that when a group of people get to-
gether & sing the Internationale, thisis a more complex, more subtle, a
stronger & more musical experience than the whole of the avant garde
put together. Thisisnot pseudo-scientific fantasy but representsreal people
engaged in the most important struggle of all—the class struggle.”

Thetransition from thefirst to the second record of the double album
is what gave me a provocative & disturbing experience, & elicited my
thoughts on this matter, lately rekindled by the Art Strike literature. On
side one of the first album are some of Cardew’s earlier compositions, &
on sidetwo is Paragraph 1 of the Great Learning, along piece for Scratch
Orchestrabased on awork by Confucius. All of these pieces I'd describe
in Cardew’s own words above—complex, subtle, strong & musical. The
next record isfull of “worker’ssongs’—* The Turtledove,” “ Croppy Boy,”
“Smash the Social Contract!” etc. They aretraditionally arranged & sung,
i.e., artistically they are the opposite of experimentalism.

Having left my interest for folk music behind years ago, needless to
say this disk of the Cardew album sits unlistened to on our shelf. [I see
some Art Strike advocates rising out of their seats right now, ready to
point a finger at my snobbishness in defense of The People.] | do not
mean to put down folk music. And | certainly believe in the beauty &
strength of any group of people singing together, no matter what they’re
singing. Witness a bunch of school kids nowadays singing (& dancing)
Michael Jackson tunes. The songs on radio & MTV are today’s “folk”
music. And musically (artistically, i.e., creatively), they are about as un-
innovative. In fact, musicaly, they are very similar. (Where they are dif-
ferent, of course, isthelyrics.) Folk songsin Europe & the Americas are
based on I-1V-V changesin major & minor keys, usually with a stringed
instrument providing accompaniment to asimple melody. So are Michael
Jackson tunes, et al. Nice & simple, anyone can sing along, the lyrics—
linear & repetitive—narrate everyday trials & tribulations of love & work.
The form is the same, & so is the good-time feeling of singing along,
whether its with a friend or the car radio.

| think the accessibility of thisformhel ps per petuate the class struggle.
It keeps the masses happy: spoon-feed them culture through the air waves
& they won't think about their low wages or cracks in the ceiling. The
charge that avant-garde work is esoteric & therefore somehow evil, anti-
humanitarian, points the finger at the wrong source. It is not the fault of
the avant-garde artist/author but rather the fault of the whole cultural-
political institution which renders such work esoteric. The media ma-
chine brainwashes the public with very limited views of what art is, as-
sumes that the masses are stupid & thus makes them stupid, while mak-
ing hordes of money off their brainwashed zomboid “taste,” & at the same
timeingtills afear of what is not easily understood. Here | find that I've
gonein afunny sort of circle: I'm making the very complaints about the
popular culture machine that the Art Strike advocates have been making
all along. But they're sending the message to the underground!

For al of usthe next step beyond complaining isto educate the public
about alternativesto popular culture, not to give up & jointhemin the no-
mind workworld. Anyone interested in changing culture for the better
should make attempts to infiltrate the popular realm with their ideas,
whether practically, for ex., teaching classes, or invitingly, asin audience
participation improvisations, or covertly, asin stickers, graffiti, & poster
campaigns, or in amyriad of other ways.

The critique that the experimental network is too insular is a valid
one, but the answer is not to stop the growth of the network but on the
contrary to un-insulate it, branch it out further & further until popular
culture is unavoidably infected. Imagine a world where the average per-
son is genuinely intrigued rather than made uncomfortable by something
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new & unusual, where people spend as much time writing, painting or
reading poetry asthey do watching TV. A massive Art Glut campaign by
those involved in all forms of experimental art & ideas might help effect
such achangein theworld. True, avant-garde artists have already made a
mark, & continue to do so, ex post facto. Or even, posthumously. Lloyd
Dunn, in his essay about Plagiarism, writes about this phenomenon of
society’s integration of art in his report of the Glasgow Festival Of Pla-
giarism published in the last Photostatic (no. 38; 10/89) before the Art
Strike, but he sees it only as popular culture co-opting art:

Plagiarism is an honest appraisal of the facts: new forms, challenging to
the establishment, are quickly taken up by the dominant culture. Open
rebellion this year becomes stylish next year—so the rebellion is effec-
tively quelled by its being absorbed. All its original meaning is sucked
from it, but the remaining husk, meaningless in itself, is inflated with a
new social function, its first meaning having been completely twisted.
Our minds are shortchanged by this cognitive swindle. The rebellious
forms then become “socially acceptable,” yet retain the patina of danger
(in fact, they are completely harmless by this point). They form models
for our appreciation & consumption of never ending newness—but down
deep nothing ever really changes.

The above is so articulate & perceptive that on first reading | con-
sumed it without hesitation. But on asecond look, | think Lloyd isoverly
pessimistic. Has humanity evolved or not? That seems to be the final
question here. 1'd like to think it has, & that the average stupid person
today is alittle smarter than the average stupid person several hundred
years ago. True, the methods by which new ideas are absorbed into soci-
ety are dubious, & much of their initial lifeisdiluted by the timethey are
absorbed, but the fact still remains that they are absorbed. The choles-
terol/oat bran craze is nauseating, but the fact is that people are eating
more oat bran & less grease. The aerobic phenomenon is disgusting in
many ways too, but the hour a day the average housewife spends doing
something good for her body probably replaces a hour a day she spent
putting her hair in curlers or, further back, tightening corsets.

In fashion, the realm most quickly, thoroughly & obviously influ-
enced by art, some very positive changes have been made, again espe-
cialy for women. We forget that only thirty years ago women basically
were not alowed to wear pants; bright colors were the sign of a freak;
skirt lengthswere defined, etc. Fashion has gone through so many changes
& paraleling trendsin art, it has reached a certain eclecticism in the late
80s. Now nearly anything is permissible, or at least a woman in most
circleswon't be ostracized for certain lengths, tightness or bagginess of
material, or combinations of colors & patterns. This may seem petty but
it'sasreal asany other social freedom & has affected womeninall classes
in the western world, & is slowly changing elsewhere. MTV, Vogue, our
municipal art centers: if these are becoming “models for the appreciation
& consumption of never ending newness,” then bravo! No matter how
hollow it is in its mode of acceptance, newness is still newness, & can
only have a positive effect on society. The brainwashable masses are,
along with the rest of life, slowly but surely evolving.

Originally | spoke of an artist’slife-styles as being an artwork or per-
formanceinitself. Miekal & | call ourselves polyartistsor intermediatists.
The second word is perhaps more accurate, because we are interested in
recombining & incorporating into our lives& work not just all theartforms,
but many other areasaswell. Recently, for example, we have begun study-
ing & growing gourds. We use them to make masks & musical instru-
ments, and also think of them as prototype creatures, or even semiotics.
Gourd shapes are so simple & diversewe canjust sit & look at them for a
long time; learning to grow them has led our city-minds back to the earth
& gotten us excited about growing things; ideas for all kinds of objects &
constructions made out of gourds come endlessly; the sturdy resilience of
gourd-matter has got us thinking about other natural forms & ecologi-
cally-sound combinations of building materials, ideas for towers, living
structures, etc. And thisisall avery natural part of our art. SoisLiaizon,
our son bornin 1987. We never thought of having akid as an interruption
of our work, on the contrary it's an extension of it. So is any kind of

travel, so is anything new we learn on the computer. Books on science,
nature shows on public TV, etc.

I’m sorry, | have to laugh when | remember asking John Berndt what
he was going to do during the Art Strike. | laugh as much at my own
frame of mind at the time as | do about his answer, since at that time |
hadn’t really formulated any thoughts on the Art Strike, was a bit in awe
of the whole idea, especialy of the fact that some people actually were
taking it seriously. John said that among other things when 1990 came he
was going to study electronics & | remember thinking, wow, maybe |
should strike & start studying languages, or areas in science that have
always interested me. But now its so clear that | am doing those things,
not in a contrived manner, but in the natural path of my artlife. If there
had never been an art strike, I’ m sure John, being an extremely intelligent
person, would have studied electronics anyway at some point, & quite
naturally haveintegrated it into his creative work. New Year's Eve will be
especialy thrilling to the Art Strikers, literally the eve of big changes for
them, but I’m glad that the course of my lifeisn’t going to be prescribed
by aset of dates.

People like LIoyd Dunn, who has shown practically religious devo-
tion to getting out Photostatic after Photostatic on time, following his
deadlines with great discipline & putting out ever evolving issues, must
be heaving agreat sigh of relief now to get abreak from such a schedule.
Miekal & | don't really stick to our deadlines, but are forever swamped
with backlogged orders, letters to answer, unfinished projects, etc., that
often | wish there were an end or at least a prolonged break from it.

What would | do with my freetime? Art! What afantasy, to actually
have time to create things. God, what 1’d do! Fuck it, I’ll make believe |
have time! I [l make time—to finish up old projects, start new ones, to
send out more art than ever before. The mereidea of it alone is so inspir-
ing | ought to shareit with other obligation-minded, workaday people. In
fact the idea needs a catchy name & afew slogans to go with it. Perhaps
we can infect the underground with it, maybe influence all of society!
How about the ART GLUT? In the world of polyartistry, more is better.
Let's perpetuate the art glut! LET's PRODUCE MORE & MORE &
MORE ART! COVER YOUR CITY WITH POSTED ARTWORK (try
spraying poster backs with evaporated milk), WAGE A STICKER CAM-
PAIGN, FILL THE COUNTRY SIDE WITH LARGE SCALE SCULP-
TURAL STRUCTURES!, WRITE EVERY DAY, DANCE, START A
MAGAZINE, PLAY MUSIC, MAKE TAPES, PERFORM, PERFORM.
MAKEA MASK & WEARIT EVERY DAY BUT OCTOBER 31st. Cel-
ebrate the “ anyone can do it” philosophy by doing it! Sure there will be
drivel next to masterworks—SO WHAT? Why should the range of qual-
ity & diversity in art bedifferent from that in any other realm?Art needn’t
bean elitist activity; that'sthe problematic misconceptioninthefirst place.

Collaborate like mad! Let’sinterconnect all networks. Everyone
knows someone with some special interest, let’s tie them together in
the name of collective creativity! Build life-size bizarre chess piece
sculptures played by members of a chess club moving their piecesto
live music on a “board” of rare prairie grasses grown by avid agri-
culturalists. Learn from the children: leave them be & watch them
create all day long. Play with your food! Make food art & enjoy eat-
ing it. The Art Glut is a nonstop celebration. |f we as humans have
anything special, it isexactly our ability to be creative! Don’t renege
thissacred quality, indulgein it! Have neighbor hood TV-painting par-
ties, paint your clothestoo, film it all on cable access. Recycle! Make
something practical & beautiful out of beer cans & cigarette pack-
ages. Teach courses on dumpster diving so people of all classes can
experience the simultaneousjoys of treasure hunting & recycling!

I think that, ironically, the main problem theArt Strikers have with art
istheterm “art,” & Miekal & | have aproblem with it too. For so long it
has had an unnecessarily limited connotation. This connotation is limit-
ing in at least two ways: 1) It has made it hard for the average person to
let go & find the creativity they were born with. How often do | ask people
if they do art & they say, “Oh no, | can't draw worth a damn.” Most
people think that art means representational drawing or painting. Thisis
because they identify the word with museums, & they identify museums
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with pictures of Jesus Christ, trees, & fruit. Tell the average personyou're
an artist, & they assume that a) you draw representationally, & b) that
you makeyour living doing such. “I have atin ear,” “| can't keep abeat” —
people are conditioned by limited definitions of “music” as well, defini-
tions perpetuated by the media & the concert institutions. And so on. 2) It
has made it hard for the average person to understand abstract & post-
modern, let alone experimental art, let alone conceiving of certain pro-
cesses, attitudes, or states of mind as art.

We can change all this with a simple nonuse of the word “art” (or
“music,” etc.). For the Festival of the Swamps, for example, we ask people
to construct things on wheels; this challenge is taken as a construction
project rather than an art project, & it becomes easy. Wetell them to make
noise, & what do they do? They play music! But they would never think
of it as such, & the minute they did, they’d stop out of timidness & self-
doubt. Only children, before they’re taught a definition of art along with
the rigors of taste & tradition, are creative in aimost everything they do.
Children are the ultimate polyartists & experimenters.

I think the real strike should be against the prevailing connotation &
use of theword “art.” Ideally, the term should be abandoned all together,
& experimental thinkers should think up new words or waysto talk about
“it.” In the past, various disciplines were automatically seen as being in-
tegrated, all part of the same thing. People in history whom werefer to as
“astronomers,” “mathematicians,” “sculptors,” etc., | doubt referred to
themselves as such. A friend of ours just came back from ayear in Bali,
& he said the people there are confused by the question “What do you
do?’ If they responded at all, he said, one week they’d answer “doctor,”
the next week “carpenter,” the next “painter.” As for music, as aso in
Africa& many other lands, everyone plays, so there's no sense of “being
(or not being) amusician” (although there are masters, of course).

”ow

Stewart Home, whom | see as the mastermind behind the Art Strike,
has thought about language & its influence, & also about identity, but |
think his emphasis misses the point.

Since the history of the avant-garde is more or less a history of the cre-
ation of identities realised through the manipulation of language, the
PRAXIS group has suggested that there should be a three year “ Refusal
Of Creativity” between 1990 and 1993; during this period, artists and
politicos should refrain from engaging in any verbal or physical activities
which reinforce their ‘difference’—that is to say actions and formula-
tionsfromwhich artistic or political identities could be sustained. PRAXIS
do not suggest, given the mental sets of contemporary society, that it is
possible to abandon ‘roles’ altogether; rather they see it as desirable to
switch between various existing roles, to prevent ‘ character armour’ from
hardening. If our identities are—at least partially—formed from language,
then they are far from immutable (...)" 2

Isn’t the very creation & use of multiple identities an artistic activity,
in fact one that is becoming more & more popular among experimental
artists? Marcel Duchamp started atradition of non-identity inart, or rather,
omni-identity; he helped show that ideas belong to anyone & therefore
everyone. Certainly everyone should avoid ruts & stagnation in his/her
life. The very mark of a creative person is one who does just that, one

2Stewart Home from “Language, Identity, & the Avant-Garde,” an essay in
the Art Strike Handbook

3Neither Miekal nor | have ever been aKaren Eliot nor aMonty Cantsin, nor will
we ever become one, yet we have been creating & changing our identity(s) “through
the manipulation of language” since we took on the name “Two Dogs in Paris’
back in 1981. (Our publishing activity at that time was called “Xerox Sutra Edi-
tions.”) We currently have a roster of 24 different names/titles at our front door
for the postman to muddle over.

who is able to make use of the immutability of being human. A person
can still have a style, in fact most people can’t help but have a style, a
naturally personal way of doing things, their own flavor. (Stewart Home
does, | could pick out awriting or collage of hisfairly easily.) And thank
god, for what's the alternative, aworld full of drones? An artist stuck in
one unchanging style is one who has forgotten or lost the hang of creativ-
ity. How can Stewart & company call for a refusal of creativity when
creativity is the very thing needed to avoid stagnant identities? Vive la
difference, | say, Vive la diversité! Viva Creativity! Evolve! Revolute!

Home's major point in the essay quoted above is that “the ‘avant-
garde’ [which] manipulates language to form an identity for itself based
on appearances of ‘rupture,’ ‘difference’ [and] ‘refusal,” backs up this
identity with “physical action.” It's Home who quotes Marinetti’s “ The
Founding & First Manifesto of Futurism”: “We will destroy the muse-
ums, libraries, academics of every kind...” This, Homeinfers, isamodel
of avant-gardism which he criticizes as “rhetoric & appearance” whose
“‘value' ... [is] aimost entirely symbolic & [has] little basis in ‘physical
reality’.” Meaning Marinetti should have physically destroyed the build-
ings & the people, asif the Futurist’swork, & the avant-garde in general
doesn’'t metaphorically destroy these things. As if art & language are
merely empty “symbols.” A paragraph later, Home figures it out alittle,
stating that “Marinetti’s verbal attacks upon the artistic ideal s of the past
were never intended to be taken as anything other than the means for
creating a symbolic ‘rupture’ with entrenched tradition.” As if physical
action is the only way to change things. Home sounds like a militant
anarchist here, but something el se became clear to me.

| was intrigued by this last essay in Home's book; | kept feeling that
the crux of the Art Strike was hidden in it. Suddenly it hit me! The Art
Strike is an art piece, deftly created by master Home, using all of us art-
ists & our various responses to the Strike as his materials! It redly isa
brilliant piece, & as avant-garde as one could get. It's challenging, shock-
ing, makes alot of peoplethink, & haselicited strong reactionsin anum-
ber of directions. The Art Strike is an artwork riddled with ambiguity,
hidden meaning, food for action, non-action, & controversy. And, to use
Home's own phrases, it has created & perpetuated its identity by lan-
guage. By the printed word—pamphlets, postcards, slogans & logos,
articles, broadsides, even buttons! Home is doing with the Art Strike
exactly what he appears to be criticizing in the article, & he's doing it
consciously! Confusing, eh? Ambiguous, even perverted, for artists are
actually stopping their creative endeavors while Stewart continues his
under various identities! Is it a movement “backed up by physical ac-
tion”? In a sense yes, but it's a negation, advocating “physical” non-ac-
tion. Paradoxically, the idea of not doing art teaches us a lot about art,
just as John Cage’'s famous 433", in masquerading as silence, revealsthe
vast realm of sound. Again, whether or not he intended it as such (& the
uncertainty of that is titillating), Stewart Home has created a big & im-
portant artwork for the avant-garde.

The morning after | wrote most of this essay & began to see the Art
Strike as an artwork, we got a piece of mail which confirmed this vision.
John Berndt send usthelatest obviously tongue-in-cheek Art Strike rheto-
ric: “Critics Praise Stewart Home!” [see YAWN 8a] It made me see the
Art Strike in yet another light: as a scam, a ploy, an imaginary event, a
joke. And | think Stewart must be laughing the hardest, all the more when
people take it very seriously. Not that the Art Strike is a totally empty
joke: it has caused ahugestir, & it will “go down” in experimental under-
ground history. Whatever it is, | am not angry at Stewart & hiskin (how
many of them see as big a picture of it as Stewart, though?), rather | am
grateful for the food for thought, & for the opportunity to respond with
our own movement—the Art Glut! Long live Rhetoric! Long live con-
troversy! Long live Stewart Home! Long live the Avant-Garde, & may it
stay avant rather than derriere. [Liz Was, XexoxIAL ENDARCHY

Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1TN 3XX, England
Xexoxial Endarchy, 1341 Williamson St, Madison WI 53703
Woodenshoe Books/Karen Eliot, 112 S 20th St, Philadelphia PA 14103
Lettre Documentaire, B.P. 249, 33012 Bordeaux Cedex France
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About the

hile the Art Strike was not conceived
W asamail art project, many of thefifty

or so individuals who've been en-
gaged in propagating it have close ties with the
Eternal Network. Assuch, it raisesissues which
are of pertinence to Mail Artists and points to
ways in which international networking can be
used to give voiceto radical social perspectives.

The Concept

The 1990 Art Strike was called asameans of
encouraging critical debatearound theconcept of
art. While certainindividualswill put down their
toolsand ceaseto make, distribute, sell, exhibit or
discusstheir cultural work for athree-year period
beginning on January 1, 1990, the numbers in-
volved will be so small that the strikeisunlikely
to force the closure of any galleries or other art
institutions. It will, however, demonstrate that
the socially imposed hierarchy of the arts can be
aggressively challenged.

Art asacategory must be distinguished from
music, painting, writing, etc. Current usage of the
term art treatsit as a sub-category of these disci-
plines; onewhich differentiates between parts of
them on the basis of perceived values. Thus the
music of John Cageis considered art, while that
of Madonna is not. Therefore when we use the
term art, we're invoking a distinction between
different musics, paintings, worksof fiction, etc.,
one which ranks the items to be found within
these categoriesinto a hierarchy.

Given the diversity of objects, texts, compo-
sitions, etc., which are said to be art, it seems
reasonable to conclude that there is no common
denominator among theseart workswhichcanbe
used as a criterion for deciding what should or
should not be considered art. What distinguishes
the art object is the particular set of social and
institutional relationships which are to be found
around it. Put another way, art iswhatever those
in aposition of cultural power say isart.

One of the purposes of the Art Strike is to
draw attention to the process by which works of
art arelegitimated. Those artists and administra-
torswho areintheprivileged position of deciding
what is and what is not art constitute a specific
faction of theruling class. They promote art asa
superior form of knowledge and simultaneously

Art Strike

use it as a means of celebrating the objective
superiority of their own way of life on the basis
that they arecommittedto art. Appreciation of art
is generally used as amark of distinction, privi-
lege and taste.

The Precedents

The earliest use I’ve found of the term Art
Strikeisin Alain Jouffroy’ s essay “What’sto be
doneabout art?’ (included in Art and Confronta-
tion, New Y ork Graphic Society 1968):

“...the abalition of art can really occur in the
actual time and space of a pre-revolutionary
situation like that of May 1968. It is essential
that theminority advocatethenecessity of going
onan activeart strike using the machines of the
cultureindustry so that we can more effectively
setitintotal contradictiontoitself. Theintention
isnot toendtheruleof production, but to change
the most adventurous part of ‘artistic’ produc-
tion into the production of revolutionary ideas,
forms and techniques.”

The problem with this proposal is that with-
out ending the rule of production, avant-garde
artistswould simply swap oneprivileged rolefor
another. Instead of providing entertainment for a
privileged audience, artists are to form them-
selvesintoavanguard providingidess, formsand
techniquesfor the masses. While such arolemay
be attractive to artist, it does nothing to alter the
oppressive domination of a so-caled creative
elite over the rest of society.

The New York Art Strike Against War, Re-
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pression and Racism was a codlition of artists,
deal ers, museum officials and other members of
theart community. Among other things, it called
for aone-day closure of galleries and museums
on May 22, 1970, with optional continuance for
two weeks. On that day the Whitney, the Jewish
Museum and anumber of galleries closed, while
the museum of Modern Art and the Guggenheim
suspended their admission charges. While some
of the aims of the New York Art Strike were
laudable (such as protesting against the war in
Vietnam), its supporters also used it asavehicle
for strengthening the privileged position artists
occupy within contemporary society. However,
the New York Art Strikers soon broke into dis-
senting factions and their movement was mori-
bund before the end of 1970.

Thenext proposal for an Art Strikecamefrom
Gustav Metzger. Writinginthecatal ogueaccom-
panying the exhibition “ Art Into Society/Society
Into Art” (ICA, London 1974) he called upon
artists to support a three-year Art Strike which
would run between 1977 and 1980. Theideawas
to attack the way in which the art world was
organized rather than to question the status of art.
However, Metzger was unable to rally support
for hisplan, presumably because most artistslack
any senseof themutual self-interest whichwould
enable them to act in solidarity with others.

In February 1979 Goran Dordevic mailed a
circular asking a variety of Yugoslavian and
English-speaking artistsif they would takepartin
an International Art Strike to protest against re-
pression and the fact that artists were aien-
ated from the fruits of their labor. Dordevic
received forty replies, the majority of which
expressed doubts about the possibility of putting
thelnternational Art Strikeinto practice. Because
so few artists were prepared to pledge their sup-
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The problem with the Art Strike is that the dialog it
generates is of no more value than the artitreplaces. We
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don’t want to deny the compulsion to creates we want to
replace it with the compulsion to think. Credo: Breath-

port, Dordevicabandoned hisplanfor anInterna-
tional Art Strike.

In Eastern Europe, where cultural work is
totally professionalized, there have been suc-
cessful strike actions by artists. During martial
law in Poland artists refused to exhibit work in
stategalleries, leaving theruling classwithout an
official culture. More recently in Prague,
500 actors, theatre managers and stage directors
were among those who announced a week-long
striketo protest against state violence. Instead of
giving performances, actors proposed to lead
audiences in discussions of the situation (see
“New Protestin Prague FollowsBeating Death,”
New York Times 11/19/89). However, the fact
that artists are sometimes prepared to use their
privileged position for what many would view as
laudable ends does not place them above
criticism.

Networking the 1990 Art Strike

The 1990 Art Strikewas publicly announced
in aflyer | issued during the summer of 1985.
Further information appeared in issues of Smile
magazine and a succession of texts, flyers and
pamphlets. Theideawaspumped by John Berndt
in Batimore and myself in London. One of

the earliest responses to our propaganda was a

pack of “ Giveup Art/Savethe Starving” stickers,
badges and balloons from Eire-based Tony
Lowes.

TheArt Strikevirusspread asJohn, Tony and
| energetically promoted the concept. And so, by
theend of 1988, theideahascaused something of
astir in Mail Art and other circles, but we were
still lacking an organizational formwithwhichto
implement thestrike. Atthispoint, StevePerkins,
Scott MacL eod, Aaron Nobleand othersdecided
toforman Art Strike Action Committee (ASAC)
in San Francisco. Fired by theinitiative of these
activistsl formedaUK ASACwithMark Pawson
and James Mannox. Other ASACs soon sprang

up in Baltimore, Eire, and Latin America.
January 1989 saw the California ASAC or-
ganize an Art Strike Mobilization Week in San
Francisco. The UK and USA East Coast ASACs
then attempted saturation leafl eting of artinstitu-
tions and artists' housing in London and Balti-
more. This tactic worked very effectively in
Baltimoreand |ed to the formation of an anti-Art
Strike group. The larger and more confident art
community in London was not so easily intimi-
dated—provocative actions, such asleafleting a
party to mark the closure of a galery, led to
earnest discussion rather than howls of outrage.
Theyear continued with propagandaposters
made during the San Francisco Art Strike M obi-
lization Week being exhibited at two community
art venues in London and then during the Fifth
International Festival Of Plagiarismin Glasgow.
Lectures and debates were held in various art
schoolsand institutesbothinthe UK and theUS.
All thisactivity caught the attention of themedia
and ASAC representativesmade appearanceson
national radioinboth Britainand Eire. Therewas
also a brief Art Strike feature on aLondon TV
station. Written coverage of the Art Strike was
more extensive with features and news stories
being carried in everything from underground
magazines to the New Y ork Village Voice.

No Theoretical Summing Up

Since the Art Strikeislocated in opposition
to closure, there can be no theoretical summing
up of theissuesinvolved; thetimefor theorizing
theArt Strikewill beafter it hastakenplace. Here
and now, it is not possible to resolve the contra-
dictions of a group of “militants’—many of
whom to not consider themselvesto be artists—
“striking” against art. For thetime being, the Art
Strike must be understood simply as a propa-
gandatactic, as ameans of raising the visihility
and intensity of the classwar within the cultural
sphere. [Stewart Home, 12/27/89

The following is a public message from the
Albany Art Strike Action Committee (AASAC):

Greetings Fellow Citizens!

Flourishes, commendations and general
fanfare have been sent up the line to the right
honorable Governor Cuomo and Commis-
sioner Egan (OGS) for their courageous and
historical participation in the anational Art
Strike, currently in effect from 1990-1993.

All of the art that lined the wallls of the ESP
underground concourse has been removed or
covered up (and hopefully soon to be de-
stroyed) to call into question the blank empti-
ness of history thatwas previously hidden by so
many bright colors and squiggly lines.

Distraction is an art practiced by politi-
cians and power-mongers. It is the prevalent
device for seizing and holding power. So long
as you are distracted from the basic questions
of what life is, and what to do with yours—you
remain powerless, alienated from your deep-
est desires.

Distraction is what art is all about. The
statement, “you gotta have art,” is accurate
only insofar as that without art, the hideous
totality that shapes today’s social arrange-
ments threatens to become obvious to all. You
will find nothing but cHaos and @narchy riding
on the crest of such a generalized realization.

As politicians and power-mongers, Gov-
ernor Cuomo and Commissioner Egan are
taking a considerable risk in choosing to par-
ticipate in the Art Strike. They are, by their
action, negating the same power they covet.
They are flaunting our boredom in our faces,
challenging us to do something about it.

So what are you going to do?

[AASAC

“Debate cannot be stilled, and indeed, in a properly
Junctioning system of propaganda, it should not be, because
it has a system-reinforcing character if constrained within
proper bounds. What is essential is to set the bounds firmly.
Controversy may rage as long as it adheres to the presuppo-
sitions that define the consensus of elites, and it should

Boston, p. 48

furthermore be encouraged within these bounds, thus helping
to establish these doctrines as the very condition of thinkable
thought while reinforcing the belief that freedom reigns.”
Noam Chomsky, from Necessary Illusions: Thought
Control in Democratic Societies, 1989: South End Press,

ing is necessary. Art is a luxury. Thought is desirable.
How can you create when there is so much else to do?

ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1N 3XX, England
Lang Thompson, P.O. Box 49604, Atlanta GA 30359
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SUPPLEMENT N°22a

Reprinted from the Cork Free Press, Cork, Ireland, November 1989

No Shoes—No Shows

From 31st December this year all
“cultural workers” will be asked to “put
down their tools and cease to make,
distribute, sell, exhibit or discuss their
work until 1st January 1993. This
request comes for the organisers of “Art
Strike 1990-1993,” an international
campaign that allies the necessity and
possibility of social revolution with the
elimination of asthetic values.

Art, they say, is an international com-
modity which has replaced religion as
the opiate of the people and is marketed
by a self-perpetuating elite. The Art
Strike will address a series of issues,
most important amongst these is the fact
that this socially imposed hierarchy can
be actively and aggressively challenged.

Revolutionary ideas

The strike itself is not necessarily out to
destroy art. The machinery of the art
culture is seen as taking precedent over
our responsibility to real fundamental
change. The challenge is to set this
machinery in total contradiction with
itself by replacing “artistic” production
with the production of revolutionary
ideas, forms and techniques. Nor is it
necessary that the strike’s success be
dependent on mass participation. It is,
however, essential that the minority
advocate the necessity of going on an
active art strike, as the credibility or the
art culture is only maintained as long as
it remains unquestioned.

Indispensable tool

When first reported in the June issue of
this indispensable tool, [ illegible | the
idea that art as a concept could be
challenged at all was mixed with disbe-
lief, anger and delight. In any case,
emotions were aroused. The organisers
see this reaction as proof positive that
the very mention of an organised assault
on the art world would be the first pinch
to awaken our drugged consciousness. In
order to spare this reporter a repeat of
the unenviable task of facing more
hostelry inquisitions, the following set of
premeditated questions and answers
have been supplied:

What is the Art Strike?

Art Strike is the total withdrawal of all
cultural production for a period of 3
years. It is the ceremonial mast of a
movement away from competitive art
making and towards a culture without
curators.

Why 3 years?

Three years is the minimum period
required to cripple the system. In the
first year the world will be a field of
undifferentiated experience. In the
second year figures will emerge from a
background. In the third year new
perceptual methods will arise.

Is this a joke?

Absolutely not. How can you have
shows when some people don’t even
have shoes?

What's wrong with being an artist?
To call one person an artist is to deny
another the equal gift of vision.

Who's behind it?

Better a thousand movements fail than
one leader succeeds. Anyone can
organise the Art Strike, many have.
Will sex be better in the years

without art?

It goes without saying.

Why must we stop making art?

Because the refusal of artistic identity is
the only weapon left to us and the
demolition of serious culture the only
way ahead.

What will be achieved?

A great calmness will settle over the
world. Former artists will have more
time to cook, correspond. Creativity,
freed of traditional constraints, will be
channelled into relationships, work
environments, community activities.
People who never thought of themselves
as creative will no longer be intimidated
by talented bullies. Life will become
increasingly delightful and unpredict-
able. The rich will be forced to relinquish
their cultural superiority and their sense
of status will grow more desperate and
ironic with each passing day.

Art Strike: Out of culture
and into the World.

ART STRIKE ACTION COMMITTEE
P.0. BOX 73025

ALLIHIES, CO. CORK

IRELAND

Archive at hﬁp://qun.defrifus.nef/
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Dear Fellow Artists; November 15, 1989

I'm enclosing materials that I hope you will read and consider—materials concern-
ing life and death.

I write to ask your support for the Global Art Strike 1990-1993. This strike, first
suggested by Gustav Metzger in London’s Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) Jour-
nal, calls on:

“...all cultural workers to put down their tools and cease to make, distribute,
sell, exhibit, or discuss their work from 1 January 1990 to 1 January 1993.”

Please join us and support the Irish branch of the Global Art Strike.

While many, if not all, of you could not give up art even if convinced to do so, I know
that if you study the arguments carefully, you’ll understand why an Art Strike is
necessary to assess accurately the position of art in our society today.

All we do ask is that you help us to spread the word—to raise the level of debate
and consciousness in our society by donating 0.7% of your income from art. We also
request that your galleries, publishers, and associates of all kind remit 0.7% of their
commissions. (This sum represents the sum the Irish Nation recommends states
give in foreign aid and so forms the benchmark of our consciousness. Ireland gave
.18% of her GNP in 1988.)

Art Strike Committees exist in many countries as well as here in Ireland; any of
them will be happy to supply more information about how you can help.

I know that you represent an imaginative and caring part of our society, and that
you do not want people to starve in famines or be born to die in poverty. Please
devote a little of your time and consideration to your responsibilities as an artist.
Help your fellow workers help the world. Give up art. Save the starving.

Thank you for your consideration,

T. Marvin Lowes
Irish Art Strike Action Committee

P.S.: Give me a ring on the Art Strike “Hotline” if you want to talk it out. Telephone
027-73025 — day or night!

ART STRIKE ACTION COMMITTEE (IRELAND), P.O. BOX 73025, ALLIHIES, CO. CORK
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Proletarian Posturing and

the Strike which Never Ends

Censorship isa more populist form of subjectivity
than imagination because it does not require the
construction of alternative (“ imagined” ) possibili-
ties, only familiarity with existing ones.

CENSORSHIP LEAFLET

mentum of dissident culture, strengthened
by conformity, and organized around a
series of attacks on various subjects. The “ mate-
rial” side of this process has been the creation of
events and materialst which transmit, in arela-
tively conventional manner, a collection of atti-
tudes towards various aspects of dominant cul-
ture. Theseattitudescanbesimplistically summed
up as distaste for work, production, originality,
“high” and“low” culture, andreceivedidentities.
These elements of social relations are added to
theusual list of exploitationsin capitalist society.
A variety of experiments have been proposed to
investigate the negations of these“ abstractions.”
“Multiple names,” anonymity and explicit pla-
giarism have been used to undermine the idea of
identity or ownership in culture. At the same
time, participants have been hell-bent on
historicizing themselves and their activities, par-
tially in order to insert these discourses into
mainstream politicsand culture, and perhapsal so
for reasons which are more unpleasantly in con-
tradiction with their stated aims.
The so-called “Festival(s) Of Plagiarism”

For some time now, there has been a mo

wereessentially anoutgrowth of theNeoi st Apart-
ment Festivals, collective events which them-
selves plagiarized the Fluxus festivals of a few
yearsbefore. Theprimary differencebetweenthe
Festivals Of Plagiarism and the Neoist festivals
werethePlagiarists' intentiontofocusonasingle
set of ideas; plagiarism and so forth. Plagiarism
had been an element of Neoist activity, but Neoist
festival shad and havean omnidirectional charac-
ter and involved an assortment of experimenta-
tion and exotica in presentations, politics and
habitation. During the “Festival Of Plagiarism”
in London, a repetitive critique of “ownership”
and “originality” in culture was juxtaposed with
collective events, in which amajority of partici-
pants did not explicitly agree with the polemics.
Many of the participants simply wanted to have
their “assthetic” and vaguely political artwork
exposed, and found the festival a receptive ve-
hicle for doing so.

Throughout much of these ideas loomed
“abstract” questionsof power, evenat thelevel of
event organization. In avery obvious way, “ac-
tivists’ were structuring events and language to
give weight to a programmatic agenda of ideas.
At the sametime, there was considerabl e dissent
as to what those ideas consisted of. In partia
response to thisironic crisis, a participant from
the London Festival organized aFestival of Cen-
sorship in Baltimore, during which participants
would make presentations in support of censor-

ship and against theidea of the sanctity of infor-
mation or expression?. Support of censorship
logically followed a critical understanding of
questions of autonomy and power in culture. In
the same way that explicit plagiarism under-
mined the distinction between production and
consumption, explicit censorship attacked the
distinction between the creation and destruction
of possibilities. The Festival wasshort and poorly
attended, and again, only afew of the participants
completely supported itsideological bent. Many
of the events were advertised but did not occur.
The"value’ of either festival wasprimarily “ aca-
demic”—feeding discussion around various is-
sues rather than creating militant engagement.
A related project isthe“ Art Strike of 1990—
1993" (andrelated“ strikes”) whichcentersaround
the refusal of the “creative identity.” In thetime
before the Strike, activists have staged disrup-
tions, pickets, interviews and publications. Par-
ticipants in the Strike refuse to be identified as
“creativeindividuals’ in order to investigate the
received attitudes in their own identities and to
createpolitical polarizationwithinthe* artworld.”
The Strikeisalso intended to propagandistically
demoralize those members of the ruling class
who justify their attitudes through culture, by
exposing the possibility of “militant” opposition
to them from the usually supportive art world.
The Strikeisvoluntary self-censorship, attempt-
ing to expose some of the possibilitieswhich are
socially suppressed by the existence of the “art”
context. The Strike is full with contradictionsin
that it tendsto draw attention to thoseindividuals
who are organizing it in a way which detracts
fromitsoverall purpose. It has been particularly
difficult to avoid having individual strikers
identified by the media. Many of the sup-
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systems are crumbling. A revolution is not a comic

porters of the Strike will cease their activities
though they have never considered them art,
generaizingthestriketoincludeatotal refusal of
“creativity.” Thisrecognizesthe extent to which
it is the social perception of the identity rather
than some “real” absolute identity which isin
question. Though the questions surrounding the

Strike will continue after its inception, for the
most part they will have practically ended for
participants, who will no longer engage in
discourse about culture atall.  [ASAC-MD

1. Though these activities claimto be opento al, itis
apparent that they tend to attract “individuals” who

bhook. We analyze existing forms

haveaparticular intellectual orientation. Beyondthe
exclusivity of specific ideas, the milieu in which
theseactivitiestakeplacehasfairly limited appeal to
most people.

2. A Festival Of Non-Participation took place concur-
rently in Scotland, concerned primarily with “ Revo-
lution, Unemployment and Suicide.”

SO we can trans-

Stop the Art Strike

The 1990-1993 Art Strike, which is currently
being proposed by an international consortium
of petty egomaniacs, needs to be shot dead,
summarily executed without delay. The reasons
for this conclusion are perfectly clear, as Rich-
ard Nixon would say, and | shall outline them
in this brief paper.

The theoretical Marxist gobbydlygooke
(Middle English spelling) that is the fountain
from which this proposal ejaculates is logically
unsound, although fascinating in its dire lack of
intelligence. This is clearly evident when one
examines the main Art Strike argument, which
is that somehow Art is a tool, a “commodity”
used by an elite to “repress” the masses. |
hereby cha”enge the organizers of this mess to
find ten seriously impoverished people willing
to sign an affidavit to the effect that their
condition is due to the business practices of Art
galleries! Imagine Geraldo Rivera crawling
thought the streets of East Oakland, asking
street philosophers to recount personal epi-
sodes of terror at the hands to Piedmontian
curators! Of course the outcome would be that
of an empty televisional well, with a greasily
handsome Geraldo wringing his hands. He

would be lucky to even find a downtrodden
person who gives an Albanian hoot about Art,
or Artists, or their picayune opinions. Art sim-
ply doesn’t matter to the vast majority of indi-
gents. Butto this, the smug Marxistwould retort:
“Butthe masses have yet to be enlightened as to
the cause fo their condition!” What sanctimo-
nious, pig-headed borscht! The man pushing a
shopping cart down the street would much
rather have a T-bone steak marinated with
Narsai’s Special Sauce than a thousand tickets
to performances at Artist's Television Access [a
San Francisco establishment that sponsored an
Art Strike event]! And rightly so, for his survival
is, and should be, paramount. Whether or not
there are Art geniuses has buggerall to do with
the immediacy of his condition. If the self-
satisfied organizers of this bird-brainish strike
were really interested in helping the masses,
they’d be proposing a TV-dinner round-up for
the homeless! They’d be putting their money
where their fat mouths are, so to speak.

It is also clear that the instigators of this
foolishness are bent on being famous, and that
they are insanely jealous of financially success-
ful artists. This is a case of sour Bulgarian
grapes, under the guise of proletarian revolt. It
is usudlly the case that when revolutionaries
seize power, they become just as repressive as

their former masters; if the organizers of this
effort were octua”y to stop Art production, they
would be in the best position in terms of finan-
cial gain. Fortunately, | feel confident that this
little temper tantrum by a collective of spoiled-
artistic-brats can be nipped in the bud, cas-
trated from the consciousness of creativity. But
only if you follow my instructions, and act now.
If you agree with this analysis, you'll do the
following:

1. Mail the letter [below] to:
Artists’ Television Access
922 Valencia Street
San Francisco CA 94103
Attention: Bird-brained Artist’s Strike

2. Refuse to participate in the strike, if it ever
really materializes.

3. Encourage others to create works of Art.
Creativity is good for people.

(Text of the letter:) “Dear ATA:

“I refuse to participate in the 1990-1993
Artist’s Strike. As a matter of fact, | pledge to
do everything in my power to encourage
more Art production.

“I also think that the organizers of this
effort are just a bunch of cry-babies trying to
feather their nests and make a mess on the
floor.” (Signed,) [Anatoly Zyyxx

form them.

Results of Art Strike (YAWN N2 15) Survey Are “In”

Of those who responded to the survey, 80% were male. 75% of
males claimed to be “straight,” while 25% claimed to be “celibate.” Al
the females (25% of respondents) were “straight.” There were no
homosexual respondents. 80% graduated high school, and of those,
75% had at least begun college with 37.5% of these holding or pursuing
a graduate degree. The average age of respondents was 28.6 years.
100% of respondents were of European (Caucasian) extraction; all
resided in the United States, with 60% living in the Boston, Massachusetts

responded.

Communication starts with having

area. The remaining 40% live within 200 miles of Chicago. The average
yearly income was $9,060, with at least one respondent claiming no
income at all and 40% claiming less than $2,500. Only 20% of
respondents claimed to be “participating” in the Art Strike—60%
“refused” to participate, with the remaining 20% offering “partial
support” to the idea.

This survey is not scientific. In all, 5 persons

The questions appeared in YAWN N°15 at the request of a
reader. We're still collecting data: write for details.

something to say. What do you want te say?

ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1N 3XX, England
Lang Thompson, P.O. Box 49604, Atlanta GA 30359
SLF/Resident, 2062 East 115th St, Cleveland OH 44106
Dialectical Immaterialism Press, P.O. Box 22142, Baltimore MD 21203
Lettre Documentaire, B.P. 249, 33012 Bordeaux Cedex France
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YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all its manifestations.
We welcome responses from readers, especially observations of a critical nature. Be forewarned that anything
sent may be considered for inclusion in a future issue without specific prior nofification. Submissions are
welcome and encouraged. Itis our policy notto attribute work, unless the content benefits from such attribution.
YAWN is a collective, mostly anonymous, effort. Contributors receive a copy of the YAWN in which their
work is used. Monetary donations are requested to help defray the costs of publication. Subscriptions are
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The Oblique Film of Experts

he recent decision in the Mapplethorpe

case involving the Contemporary Arts

Center and its director, Dennis Barrie,
rai sesimportant questionsregarding the status of
art in our society. The decision of the jury to
acquit thedirector of the museum wasbased on a
distinction between Art and pornography which
highlights the very relationship of Art to a
culture-at-large which the Art Strike, and
YAWN, seek to question. To find the museum
innocent based on such adistinction only further
entrenchesthestatusof Artist asprivileged creator
of culture; of the objet d’ Art asrelic, asfetish.

However, this clearly was not the only, or
even most important, issue in the case. There
were also closely associated, perhaps really en-
meshed, questionsof censorship. Thejury’ sdeci-
sion to acquit suggests that because an object or
ideacanbedefined ashavingartisticvalue, it may
beexempted from*“community” -based standards
of censorship. The questionthat comestomindis
how doweknow such anobjectisart?How dowe
know that the objects created by an artist have
value? And, isit relevant, even self-limiting, to
make distinctions based on the notion that one
mode of production issomehow inherently more
valuable than another?

The questionisnot whether such acategory
as Art exists. It does. There can readlly be little
doubt astothis. Itisthenatureand function of this
category that isin question when we start to look
at whether an object bel ongsto that category and
what that means, both for artists and non-artists.

Artisakindof cultural dialect. Itisasystem
of received signs, syntax and assumptions by
which any object, act, or ideamay berecognized,
and thusinvested with meaning—asArt. In capi-
talizingthe ‘A’ inart, | want to refer to akind of
“received pronunciation”—a standard dialect
of art.

Artis, then, themeaning put into an ordered
system of these signs. Thismeaningis, at base, a
function of the context in which these signs are
“read.” This context can include not only the
physical locality inwhichtheobjectisplaced, but
also the environment of assumptionswhich exist
before an object may ever be made. These as-
sumptionsincludethat oneisan artist or that one
is making art. It is the same for an autoworker.
Her assumptions may be that she is aworker, or
perhaps an artist. Each description of the action,
thecreativeeffort, carrieswith it aseparate set of
valuations of the end product, of the actions
themselves. This set of valuesand meaningsare,
of course, culturally determined and arbitrarily
related to the object or action. Moreover, thereis
no essential meaning, only ashifting set of signs

and contexts which allow for any number of
“readings,” anunderlying structurewhosereflec-
tions shift from viewer to viewer, situation to
situation, limited only by the historical context it
isperceived in.

For some, many Art Strikers in particular,
Artisalso part of aspectacul ar and indispensable
decoration of estranged culture. As Art distracts
us through its fashion and theory, it misdirects
our gaze from the underlying alienation of our
lives from the very culture it covers, an appar-
ently seamless curtain. It creates a surface we no
longer understand and are not allowed to touch.
Thisobligquefilmisnow intherealm of the Artist
and the Expert. It is owned and controlled as
intellectual and cultural property.

The jury in the Mapplethorpe case in Cin-
cinnati found that the photographsin question, (7
out of the 175 that were in the exhibit), were
obscene, appeal ed to prurientinterests, but infact
did haveartistic value, thusmeeting only 2 of the
3legal standardsfor pornography. Thisdecision
was reached after a series of experts testified to
the artistic worth of the works. The fact is, the
photographs were Art before they were ever
made. That Mapplethorpe was considered to be
an artist, that his works had appeared in venues
where Art isdisplayed, that hisworks have been
discussed as Art, all lead to the presupposition
that the images in question are Art. To find the
gallery innocent based onthese assumptionsonly
further mystifies the creative process; only fur-
ther removes any element of creativity from a
non-artist’s actions in the world. “I’m not an
expert,” sayswarehousemanager andjuror James
Jones, “I don't understand Picasso’s art. But |
assumethe peoplewho call it art know what they
are talking about.” The curtain has been closed.
Weare neither experts nor priests. We must now
depend upon akind of cleric, anartist or critic, to
intercede between us and the creative world.

The question as to whether awork, or idea,
or productisArt or pornography isitself akind of
censorship. Tocall onepersonan Artististodeny
another’s creativity. But, where do we draw the
line?Wecannot escapecensorshiponsomelevel.
Perhaps, instead of asking whether a work is
obsceneor prurient, weneedtoaskif itisharmfully
exploitive. Assuch, | am not disagreeingwiththe
jury’s verdict. | am disagreeing with the subtle
and mostly very subjectivedistinctionsthat their
decision is based on. These distinctions are, at
best, academic. At worst, they answer questions
for us, shielding us from cultura realities and
controversies that we have now relegated to the
luminiferous ether of academia.

—Ralph Johnson, lowa City, October 1990
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CENSORSHIP: A RANT

| want to keep this brief because in all the recent
months of anti-censorship activities, amongst all
the talk, amidst all the articles, & letter writings,
efc., there’s been a noticeable lack of what |
would consider one of the most important
ingredients in this battle: visual propaganda.

As far as I'm concerned, and in relation to my
own visual art practice, the xerox machine is one
of the most powerful weapons we as artists have
available to us in the fight against censorship. It's
cheap, quick and accessible.

Much of what | will be addressing has the
xerox machine in mind and I'd like to take this
opportunity to thank Chester Carlson, the inven-
tor of xerography, for inventing this revolution-

ary process.
BLAST

Blast all artists who still buy into the myth of
artistic genius and the whole ideological bag-
gage that goes with it and who don’t see how it
serves fo separate and divide us at precisely the
time when we should be throwing all that crap
out the window.

Blast artists until they finally put away their
egos along with their crumbling portfolios and
realize that collective and collaborative action in
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CENS OR

T HE DI CTAT

the defense of cultural diversity brings with ita far
greater personal satisfaction than any
one-person exhibit.

Blast this museum for not taking a public stand
on these issues & for organizing this series so late
in the year that the fate of the NEA is now
completely out of our hands (a post-mortem
perspective as it were).

Blast this museum and the sign that tells me
what | cannot do as soon as | walk in the door
( DO NOT TOUCH THE ART).

Blast the apathy and inferiority complexes of
lowa City artists for not organizing any actions
around these attacks on their rights of freedom of
expression.

Blast (with one exception) the inactivity of this
whole academic community in responding to
Jesse Helms’ attacks on what you ultimately
might or might not be able to see, hear and read.

Blast all artists who refuse to see that the Cold
War has really come home. How many painters,
photographers, musicians & arts administrators
have o be strangled by the legal system for artists
to realize that it's their front door which could be
the next one to be kicked in.

Blast all the artists who have accepted NEA
handouts, signed the Helms' amendment, and
thereby compromised their work and reputa-
tions. You will not be forgotten.

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Just because 2 Live Crew and Dennis Barry
were acquitted doesn’t mean we can rest on our
laurels, for you can bet the right wing aren’t
sitting around on their butts. So, if | was cultural
czar | would declare a war for culture and I'd

S
ORSHIP

call it “1000 Points of Propoganda.” And these
are some of the things that | would want to do.

First of all we need to take a large leaf out of
the right wings’ methods of operation: we need
national organizing, national coordination and
we need to compile the biggest fucking comput-
erized mailing list in the world.

We need to create a network of “art against
censorship” xerox image-banks that could serve
as distribution centers across the country; places
where artists could send copies of their work
which in turn would get distributed to other anti-
censorship groups, publications, etc.

Forget about all the old political art cliches in
this new propaganda, mix it up, plagiarize,
recombine, appropriate, do whatever is neces-
sary to catch people’s attention, infuriate them,
inundate them, assault their senses.

Setup alocal lowa City branch of the National
Campaign for the Freedom of Expression (P.O.
Box 50245, F Street, Washington, DC 20004.

We need fo set up ‘propaganda workshops’
where visual materials efc. would be provided,
and people could come together for an evening
to create, party and then xerox the whole lot and

3

Speak nothing

T HE S ENSTES

hit the streets the same evening. This work could
then be exchanged and distributed to other such
workshops throughout the country.

Put together a xerox booklet with images and
text entitled “How To Answer 20 of the Most
Difficult and Awkward Questions About Gov-
ernment Funding For the Arts.” Something that
would inform people in a straightforward way
about the complex issues in this debate and
facilitate them in countering the rights’ argu-
ments. Xerox in the 1000s, distribute and en-
courage people to modify and recopy.

Set up decentralized ‘propaganda combat
units’ that can quickly mount a cultural response
to local and national incidents of censorship
(Boy/Girl Akimbo of San Francisco and ACT-UP
have created useful models).

Explore the potential and use in new ways all
the other available duplicative technologies in
this cultural offensive: fax, computers, modems,
video, efc.

Finally, | would declare an all-out overt war
who's slogan would be: Artists The New Free-
dom Fighters: As Nasty We Wanna Be!

—Stephen Perkins, lowa City, October, 1990

No Federal Culture

This “NEA Controversy” that has “everyone” in an uproar can be seen in
several lights—not all of whichwill befound very useful inthe broader project
of liberating expression of all kinds, indeed all human activity, from imposed
orthodoxy; and furthermore, inthedismantling of thecapitalist apparatusitself.

Themost usual way to seethis” controversy” istoseeitascensorship. That
thisis not the case eludes many people, especially those who would attract to
themselves a certain prestige: the prestige of the oppressed. There is no
censorshipinvolvedinthe“NEA Controversy.” Theword “freedom” suggests
that cultural workers must use their own resources to avoid the stricture of
external control. That theseresourcesaredistributed in an unegaitarianway is
thereal problem, and it won't go away until the problem is confronted and the
dominant capitalist system is dismantled.

Over-reliance on government subsidy has always yielded disastrous

results. Such subsidiesonly servetoincreasetheintrusiveimpul seof hierarchical
power. This fact, given the current debate, should be obvious.

Thereal danger isthat any cultural worker who acceptsNEA grant money
by definition becomes part of an Official Federal Culture controlled from
Washington. The more “acceptable” to this Federal Culture a cultural worker
triestomakeher work appear (inan effort to get moregrants) themore powerful
this Federal Culture becomes. Pre-censorship pre-empts and emptiesthe work
of vital content and relevance. Why should anyone want to seek the approval
of apanel of “experts’? Thisis surely not what it means to have freedom.

What we've seen with this “NEA Controversy” is an overt attempt to
strengthen Federal Culture through the method of forcing cultural workersto
sign affidavits guaranteeing certain content in their future work. Thisis an
instance of an effective plutocracy imposing sel f-censorship onitsown people.
We should be thankful that it is finally out in the open, where it can be
vigorously discussed, and actively opposed by all cultural workers of
conscience.

Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1N 3XX, England
ASAC (lowa), P.O. Box 49, lowa City 1A 52244
Ralph Johnson, 310 E Burlington, Suite 2, lowa City IA 52240
The Drawing Legion, 1103 3rd St SE, Cedar Rapids IA 52401
David Dunlap, 117 Richards St, lowa City IA 52240
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AVERGIN ARTSTS

AN ILLUSTRATED SURVEY OF LEADING CONTEMPORARIES
URGENT: Immediate Return Required
THIRD EDITION

Your work was recently called to our attention for inclusion in the book. There is no charge and no
obligation to buy books or advertising. We do, however, require that you return this questionnaire
immediately.

NAME Dunn L loyd ADDREss: 911  Nevfin  Dedge

. DAY TELE: (319) 354 - 2334

1. Date of Birth 1 1/10/57 Dedler (if any)  Noue

City
LIST NO MORE THAN TWO OF YOUR MOST NOTABLE: (include cities)
Studies/Degrees. none
Collections: noune
Exhibitions: none
Awards/Honors:  pone

2. Please list the two most recent exhibitions of your work. (include cities)
None .

3. Museums or galleries planning exhibits of your work in 1990-1991. (if applicable and
include cities)

None .

4. Please indicate your principal discipline:
[ ]Ceramics [ ] Commercial lilustration [ ] Glass [ ] Painting [ ] Photography
[ ]Printmaking [ ] Sculpture [ ] Video [ JOTHER: cw {bural work

5. What general description best fits the main body of your work?
[ JAbstraction [ ] Figuration [ ] Landscape [ | Multi-Media
[ ] Portrait [ ]Still Life [ ] Watercolor [ ] OTHER: Cultural  work

6. Would you like to be contacted regarding reproducing a colorplate in the book? (Com-
plimentary color postcards included; see details and cost in “"Reproduction Policy” in en-
closed brochure.)

[ lYes [X]No
7. Onthe REVERSE SIDE of this form, please write a paragraph (100-150 words) describing
your work. Our staff will rewrite your material based on this information. It is important

that you be as specific as possible. Please attach literature, reviews, and all other
helpful materials.

Please see reverse side.
Published By: American References Inc., 919 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago IL 60611 (312) 8951-6200
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
1. PAST: (influences, media, technique + specific description of work)

SAMPLE: After formal training in Cubism she developed an individual abstract expressionistic style influenced by the
work of Arshile Gorky and Vassily Kandinsky. In 1951 she became interested in Jackson Pollock and the transforma-
tion of the unconscious into conciete artistic creations. She began to explore color-field combinations and the ways
in which their accidental combinations are controlied.

WRITE HERE: A ¢(,, for mal f‘va/'m'wy (n Cub(‘rm She develyped an
;‘Mo(l'w'v(msf alrshack Plajiaw‘rh'c style iufluenced by  fue  werk
of Avchile Gorky and Vassily Kaml/'M}k\/. ln 19S] she lecame
nferested n Juckon  Pollack and  Me fransfrwahm of Jue
UWAcomscious (M confrate artthc  creahtons. She Legauw b
exytwe color~fretd combinafws aud e ways (n which  twelr
accidenhal  combinah®us  ave coutvolled. And en jhe  Lurnt
everyiks she ever “pamted

2. PRESENT: (influences, media, technique + specific description of work)
SAMPLE: Piogressing from small areas of color in oil o large areas in actylic, she has painted on unsized, unprimed

canvas, a fechnique developed flom Pollock’s method of dripping and staining the paints onfo raw canvas. Paint
actually soaks info the canvas 1o create a purely optical image rather than a three-dimensional fom.

WRITE HERE: Progress (n5  fom cumdll  areas of cofor (n o1l v large
areas ™ acryfic, she hkeg pathfed ou unsized, unprimed canvas,
a teclinigue  plagiarized ham follack’s memed -f durppring  axd
¢taining, parn i onf  vaw canvas. Parnt  achually seaks
b me  canves  fo creafe a purely oplzcal f/i"kje yafr han
4 furee— dimensional g esyecrally  wihen MNye  sn fve.

NOMINATIONS

If you know of any efigible artists whom we may not have contacted, please use the space
below to write their names and addresses and we will send them a survey form.

1.Nome: Ralph  JoUnson Address:  Jo2 s. TM Are
City, State, Zip:  lewa ity 1A G240

2.Name: Pawl Mef Address:  P-0. Bex  §907
City, State, Zip:  lowa Crhy 1A 52240

3.Name: John  Heck Address:  f4o Dover Cf
City, State, Zip  lowa ccty A 2240

4. Name: Linda MOVjam~Browh Address: 528 G randuvren lourt
City, State, Zip  lswa G Fy (A 52240
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is a collective, mostly anonymous, effort. Contributors receive a copy of the YAWN in which their work is
used. Monetary donations are requested fo help defray the costs of publication. Subscriptions are available
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NEWSFRONT

OFF THE WALL

Part curmudgeonly pranksters, part dead ear-
nest activists against the intrusion of right-
wing values on the art scene, those participat-
ing in the nine-month old Art Strike have had
ahard time “enforcing” their call for athree-
year moratorium on art.

But earlier this month, the Albany Art
Strike Action Committeegarnered the support
of the state Office of General Services (OGS)
and Gov. MarioM. Cuomo, however unknow-
ing this support may have been given.

When OGS removed and covered up the
art collection in the Empire State Plaza (ESP)
concourse, Art Strike moved in, postering the
plaza and surrounding communities with a
handbill declaring:

“All of the art that lined the walls of the
ESPunderground concoursehasbeenremoved
or covered up (and hopefully soon to be de-
stroyed) to call into question the blank empti-
ness of history that was previously hidden by
so many bright colors and squiggly lines.”

Actually, theart wasremovedtoinstall a
new security system, and OGSwashot amused
by the posters. Tom Tubbs, an OGS spokes-
man, said he was “awestruck” upon receiving
a copy of the poster. He dubbed the poster a
“terrorist note...an absurdity, filled with typo-
graphical errors and irrational charges.”

Tubbs wouldn’t go into the specifics of
the new-and-improved security system, but
did say that it would involve “al kinds of
camera surveillance, and several other de-
vices.” He also said that he had never even
heard of the Art Strike, nor did Dennis Ander-
son, curator of the plaza art collection.

Allingoodfun, said Neal Keating, oneof
three local Art Strike dis-organizers. “The
intent was to suggest something so wild that,
even for one moment, it would shatter the
silent drone of constant alienation that perme-
ates every aspect of life today,” he said in a
prepared statement.

Keating, a writer who has recently relo-
cated to Albany from Woodstock, said that
“even people in high places, whether con-
scious of it or not, are supporting the Art
Strike.” K eating challenged Cuomoto“goone
step further, and never put the art back up.”

—TomGogola, METROLAND, Albany,
N. Y., Sept. 20-26, 1990, p. 7

Albany Art Strike Action Committee
P.O. Box 2256
Albany NY 12220
Governor Mario Cuomo
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany NY 12224 10/3/90
Dear Governor Cuomo,

Recently we have issued public commendations to both you and Commissioner Egan of OGS
(Office of General Services) for your apparent participation in the noble, and global, Art Strike.

Obviously, you are more well-read that | had previously given you credit for. As things stand,
precious few people seem to have any idea of what this Art Strike is all about. | am curious as to how
you first became acquainted with the ideas and theories that have since come fo represent the Art
Strike in all its criticAl (albeit unknown) glory.

Do you intend to issue a public statement of alliance with the Art Strike2 Would such a statement
include a thorough denunciation of the elitist manipulation of humanity’s creative energies—as
practiced by the cultural arbitrageurs known as “artists”2

As part of observing the Art Strike, will you postpone the return of Art in the ESP (Empire State
Plaza) concourse until January 1, 19932

If not, can you tell me why? Sincerely,

Neal Keating, for the AASAC

Committee (AASAC)

Strike Action

Albany Art

Statement of purposere:
ESP Concourse Action of 9/90

turns to us for a look, (don’t touch!), the creative
power we have only to reach out and wrest away in
order to remake life as an adventure in fellowship,
pleasure and play. By flaunting art, especially this
collection of Art by the plutocrat Rockefeller’'s
cocktail party cronies, the ESP mocks and insults
everyone whose life is eviscerated by obedience
andwork. TheEmpire State Plaza, withitsoutdated
modernarchitecture, already looksasif it werebuilt
to be excavated, truly, asthe Parisian revol utionar-
ies said in 1968, “soon to be picturesque ruins’—
and the sooner the better.

0 Thatasuccessful Governor andprobablepresi-
dential candidate would ever attempt to addressthe
overwhelming horror—the ghastly totality of civi-
lization, in any kind of honest and critical appraisal
is, for the most part, beyond the scope of normal
speculation. To put forth in apublic manner such a
suggestion isalmost like declaring the existence of
a parallel universe, only in much more human
terms. Thus have we acted.

For the Art Strike, Neal Keating
Bob Black
Pir Fez Hafez Ad-Dajjl

0 We are a group of sensual creatures who
occasionally embark on acts of poetic terrorism
for the purposes of liberating the wondrous and
propagatingtheextraordinary. Weencouragefully
conscious orgiastic participation in life.

= Inparticular, the ESP Concourse action was
directly targeted at the walls of boredom both in
and out of people’s minds as they zombie their
way through the monotonous underground cav-
ern. The intent was to suggest something so wild
that, evenfor onemoment, woul d shatter thesilent
drone of constant alienation that permeates every
aspect of life today, and perhaps drive the be-
holder to seek out some more intense mode of
existence.

0 TheEmpireStatePlaza, likethe Pyramidsof
Egypt, is the mausoleum of aruling class with a
tastefor death. Part shopping mall, part warrenfor
state workers, the Plaza is the marriage of com-
merce and power and naturally shows us baby
pictures of their offspring; Art—Art which re-

ALL COPYING AND REPRODUCTION OF YAWN S PERMITTED AND ENCOURAGED
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To the Editor:

Thereisno cause to speak, as Tom
Gogola does, of the Albany Art Strike
Action Committee “enforcing” the Art
Strike. In a city boasting a combination
artgallery andreal estateoffice, themask
has already slipped. Even before our
EmpireState Plazaaction, voluntary com-
pliancewiththestrikewasalmost univer-
sal. Our ideas are in everyone's heads.

Nor dowecareto protect art against
intruding “right-wing values.” Right-
wing, left-wing or art-for-art’s-sake, all
art is a source of socia separation and
servesacontrol function. Everything that
wasdirectly lived hasmoved away intoa
representation.

If (unhappy day) the art returns to
the plaza, swept by cameras and laced
with censors, the class war will have
returned ontheelectronicbattlefield. The
curator will be dismissed—he doesn’t
know his stuff anyway if he hasn’t heard
of the Art Strike—and replaced by an

N°25

B AC K

electronics technician with a military
background from the upper ranks of the
Capital Police who have aready paid us
avisit. Henceforthwewill visit museums
to be looked at by the art.

Our challenge to Gov. Cuomo
stands. Get rid of the art. Without such
fantasies and distractions, the concourse
architecturewill quickly becomeunbear-
able. Theempty wallswill besoirritating
asto require their immediate removal as
well. After theart isgone, after thewalls
themselves have been removed, comes
the concrete construction of momentary
ambiences of life and their transforma-
tion into a superior passiona quality.
Thisis our entire program, which is es-
sentially transitory. Our situationswill be
ephemeral, without a future: passage-
ways. The permanence of art or anything
else does not enter into our consider-
ations, which are serious.

Bob Black, Neal Keating
(AASAC)

there is much to be gained: your

useful comprehension of the system’s

horror will remain intact. Refuse the

system. Keep your anger from being syphoned off.
Withhold the legitimacy of numbers. Don’t Vote.

TomGogolareplies: | don’t know how Keating and Black can claimthat “ voluntary
compliance with the Strike was almost universal,” when Keating himself told mein
an interview that “the Art Strike has pretty much been a failure” When | said
“enforcing” itwasmeant asirony, toilluminatethefailure of Art Sriketo achieveits
aim of an artless world. METROLAND, Oct. 4-10, 1990, p. 4

YAWN adds: Mr. Gogola obviously has little comprehension of what little Art
Strike material he has apparently read. The Art Strike' saimisnot “an artlessworld,”
whichisapatent absurdity. The Art Strike aimsto build abetter world by dismantling
thepower-reinforcing element of art and returning creativity of all kinds—not just that
validated by art “experts’—to a position of worth in culture.

Inaddition, itiscertainly the casethat compliance with the Art Strikeisnearly
universal: most people do not make and have never made art. It isonly when the true
poverty of content of daily lifeinour cultureiswidely recognized that ahumaneworld
will be realized. Art creates the illusion of humanity where only horrors abound.

'YES, PRESTIGE MMKES
COLLECTORS PAY US
LARGE sums!

SN

woukLd THE
PUT THE ART
I A MUsSEuM

&-s

SBE1 "SI Npui ENeurY SMEN Y

Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WCTN 3XX, England
ASAC (lowa), P.O. Box 49, lowa City 1A 52244
Albany ASAC (AASAC), P.O. Box 2256, Albany NY 12220
Lang Thompson, P.O. Box 49604, Atlanta GA 30359
Lettre Documentaire, B.P. 249, 33012 Bordeaux Cedex France
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Control

We find ourselves not so much horrified by our current state as we are
numbed by it. But we must shake off this contrived deadness to find abject
horror in the true predicament of daily life. The issue, simply put, is one
of control. Commentators in YAWN and elsewhere have insisted that
“art” is a buttressing force in the network of institutions that dominate
western life. Proponents of this structure calmly insist that each of us is
“free,” an obvious lie in light of the cost exacted from each of us just to
maintain the system which “guarantees” our “freedom.”

Above all, we learn to trust the voice of authority and fo mistrustwhat
comes of our own experience. “Real” knowledge only comes from
“experts.” Our schools require us fo regurgitate force-fed “answers” in
exchange for legitimizing our “accomplishment” through the reward
system of good grades. This is all with the aim of making us “better
citizens;” that is, more compliant to hierarchical pressure.

Imitation, too, is a carefully presented form of control. Richard
Nixon, while president of the United States, invited Richard and Karen
Carpenter info the White House to honor them as fine examples of
American youth. The carefully constructed image the Carpenters exhib-
ited closely fit the image of youth that the establishment needed in order
to maintain effective control and to efficiently curb freedom. Millions
bought the fantasy, and still do, although its outer shape is frequently
updated to forestall widespread perception of the dishonesty.

One could argue that the impulse to imitate others is a “natural” one
and that this is often how we “learn” what is and is not appropriate
behavior. But if it is a part of all of us, it can be used as a lever to pry us
into action. So, hidden in this urge to imitate lies a danger: the danger
that we will lose our very selves.

Karen’s untimely demise from dietary self abuse only serves to

underscore how false her image was, and what pain lay beneath the
surface. The agents of social control understand that it is not as important
to control what you think as it is to control what you do. They have found
images to be effective in exerting control over mass actions and identity.
With images, they strive to define our identities for us. When you can tell
someone who fo be you can control what they do. Options are narrowed
so that most of us choose very similar things to aspire to. Karen was
entirely consumed by image—image was what she was; nothing more.
We can take this as literally what “they” want of us.

The addiction of image is primary to the contemporary human
condition. Image addiction, like substance addiction, may destroy minds
and bodies, but it is sufficient for its goals simply to destroy selves. That
way the body remains a “productive” member of society. It is a
conceptual genocide, aimed at turning human beings into adjuncts of
machinery, aided with mechanisms that automate our souls.

Each of us should control our own life. With that in mind, the Art
Strike finds a place in the mechanisms of control where perhaps exists the
widest disparity between what it claims to be and what it actually is. Art
is that place, because of the self-manifested claim it holds on all
significant “creativity”, together with the severely restricted and thor-
oughly coded expressions that its control structures allow. This is a weak
link in the chain of power that monopolizes modern attention, because
in art, the common perception is that “anything goes.” While this attitude
most often manifests itself in impoverished emblems that touch all the
“correct” symbolic bases, it can be used to wrest the means of content-
bearing to our more honest purpose. Which is what, you might ask. Our
more honest purpose is nothing less that the removal of the burden of
large-scale social compliance from the backs of everyone.

The Supercession of the Art Strike

If “...one cannot create a revolutionary situation, complete with the re-
quired general ‘desperation’,” as Géza Perneczky saysin YAWN #16,
thenwho can? Certainly not the Art Strikers; their context for “ desperation”
lieswithin the parameters of an already dlitist structure, namely that of the
art gallery. Who really cares about art, much less mail art? Most people
spend their entire lives as Art Strike participants; it’s just that they don’t
notice it—they’ re too busy working, or trying to forget work.

Perneczky comparesthe Art Strikersto the Jewsthat conquered Jericho.
A more realistic comparison would be with the flagellants, dragging their
lacerated bodiesthrough town, while constantly whipping themselveswith
their theoretical fetishes. The few among the populace who might even
notice thismotley group would only laugh at them, maybe even pausing to
throw afew rocks down upon their heads.

If one performs the simple act of disengaging from the incredibly
significant implications being generated internally by the Art Strike, and
takes the whole controversy, critiques and all (including this one), and
placesit within the context of theworld, i.e., lifetoday in all of itstotality,
it soon becomes obvious that the Art Strike is little more than yet another
device of mystified diversion, in this case, targeted for the consumer group
of disaffected intellectuals, whose palate is oh-so discriminating. It is

another game being played by another schizophrenic sub-culture.

Butreally, at theheart of my complaintisthat thisgamejustisn’t enough
fun. Thereareintelligent thingsbeing said by intelligent people (I’ mfeeling
generous), but the object of thisdiscourseis so limited and idiotic that any
possihility of sensual pleasureisunlikely, bound and repressed asitisinits
elitist parameters.

But the fact that disaffected intellectuals are so willing to play any kind
of game at al offers a little encouragement. This then is the practical
achievement of the Art Strike; inits own pathetic little way, it has opened
the door for adventure, albeit just a crack.

Inthelight of thiscrack, | would liketo proposewethrow thisdoor wide
open, throw it off its jambs even. Revolutionary situations saturate the
planet currently. Only afobwith hishead inthe 19th century isunableto see
this. Indeed, “ desperation” iseverywhere, but so generalized and commodi-
fiedisit, and so hopeless doesit all seem, that many healthy imaginations
become obliviousto it. We have learned to put up with it far too well.

Knowing and not doing are
equal to not knowing at all.

ALL COPYING AND REPRODUCTION OF YAWN S PERMITTED AND ENCOURAGED
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It'snow timefor all you Art Strikersto expand your horizons. Creativity
isnot being controlled by serious culture. Creativity isbeing controlled by
a global economic system based on property. “Serious culture” is but a
smokescreen for this system’ s force-relations, just as underground culture
isitsloyal opposition.

Soif we'regoing to play anew game, amuch moreinteresting and much
moresensual kind of game, without thekindsof limitationsof the Art Strike,
it becomes clear that a big feature of the game, at least at the beginning, is
the project of abolishing property. This is where the PERMANENT UNI-
VERSALRENT STRIKE comesin. Oncethat’ sineffect, wecanbegin creation
of the PRICELESS ECONOMIC SYSTEM, inwhich the abolition of profitis
effected. At that point we can enter intothe NEW AMOROUS WORLD we
have hitherto only secretly dreamed about during orgasm.

Now is the time to begin discussion and theorizing about this new
activity, this game of pleasure. | propose as grounds for speculation that
sensual pleasures and their enjoyment are the only basis around which to
recreate life, and that the most obvious and universal pleasures are sex and
food, in al their infinite varieties.

The PERMANENT UNIVERSAL RENT STRIKE (PURS) isthe only
practical way to abolish property at this point in society. It cannot be
abolished by some kind of “revolution,” whether it’s called communist or
something else. It’ squite simple. Weall stop paying rent, mortgages, tithes
and taxes. This in itself will have a dramatic effect on the structure of
society, and will naturally lead to—

The PRICELESS ECONOMIC SYSTEM (PES), in which we all stop
working for wages, and give our services and productionsaway for free. In
return, we'll get everything for free. The profit motivewill ceaseto exist as
aresult, and being as 90-95% of the work done in the world today is done
to create profits, most work will also disappear.

Oncewe have argued, discussed and theorized about these two projects
to asufficient extent, the obviousthing to do isto set adate and then begin
them both. It seemsfitting that the PURS begin on ColumbusDay, 1992, for
many reasons. Andwhat better way towind uptheArt Strikethan beginning
PES on January 1, 1993.

And from the actualization of these two projects we can begin the
creation of the NEW AMOROUS WORLD, in which the accumul ation of
profit will be entirely overshadowed by the accumulation of sensual
experience, which is, after al, much more enticing.

If thisnew game seemsto belackinginpolitical and historical sense, that
is because both politics and history have none. It is high time we do away
with them altogether. What is the alternative, after all? A world poised on
thebrink of annihilation? Aninevitableand eternal civilization? Therehave
been at |east three other social arrangements prior to this current arrange-
ment known ascivilization. Why isit so difficult to conceive that therewill
be other kinds of arrangements after civilization? Certainly they don’t
necessarily haveto be separated by anuclear holocaust. Thepossibilitiesfor
more imaginative punctuation marks do exist.

But having arevolution is not one of them.

Because the revolutionaries only seek to control society. The point,
however, isto do away with it altogether.

Eleutheria, P.O. Box 2265, Albany NY 12220

Glamour is the Pretext
Privilege is the Subtext

IDEAL IDEALS & REAL DEALS

The Elite suck, that’s the rage
So what's this stuff we see of late?
Those who rage on the Underground stage
Then strut-their-stuff on the Social Page—

What's this Stuff that they Strut?
Who stops the Buck while they suck it up?

It's fierce and rash to slam their cash
To condemn their stash then grab their flash—
It all depends on where they point their lenses—
Their Media Sucks till it sucks you up!

Their Media sucks, until it lets you strut,
Until it sucks you up, then who stops the Buck?

What's the point of giving it the Slam

If you turn around and play the Glam?
You become a model for the values you throttle,
Playing along with the Chic Mystique Boutique
Where’s your rage when you’re on their page?

Social Values
Social Privilege
Social Status
Social Complicity

Social Page
Social Page
Social Page
Social Page

Their Elite sucks—until who sucks who up?

The loss which is unknown
IS no loss at all.

Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WCTN 3XX, England
ASAC (IA), P.O. Box 49, lowa City |A 52244
Albany ASAC (AASAC), P.O. Box 2265, Albany NY 12220
Sensoria for Censorium, P.O. Box 147 Station J, Toronto Ontario M4J 4X8 Canada
Lettre Documentaire, B.P. 249,
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The Blunting

of the Cutting Edge

othing speaks more clearly of the enter
N tainment plutocracy’s “institutional
avant-garde” than their own public
relations puffery. The Philip Morris Co. Inc.,
recently ran afull-color two-page advertisement

ontheinside cover of Harper’sMagazinefor the
“Next Wave Festival.” It read, in part:

THIS IS ART?

You betcha! Thisisthe Next Wave Festival.
Thenext frontier of the visual and performing
arts.

This is a window to Tomorrow. Dazzing.
Exhilarating. Controversial. Perhaps even in-
cendiary. (Hasthere ever been a significant new
movement intheartsthat hasn’t driventradition-
alists stark, staring mad?)...

I1f theNext Wave Festival should start minds
ricocheting at new angles...then there will be
quiet rejoicing at all the Philip Morris compa-
nies, whose people light creative fires in many
fields, in Enterprise as well asthe Arts.

AT&T, the sponsors of the recent Robert
Longo exhibition at the Museum of Contempo-
rary Art in Chicago, took out big ads in the
Chicago Tribuneto slaver over their chosen ava-
tar of theavant-gardeinremarkably similar terms:

Art fromthe dark side? Or the cutting edge
of creation?...

The spectacular art of Robert Longo is
causing debate and making viewers stand back
and take notice. Of the power with which he
bringstogether drawing, painting, scul pture, mu-
sic, and video. Of the impact with which he
challenges complacency. And of the audacity
with which he assaults our senses.

For 50 years, weat AT& T have madeit our
business to put artists and audiences together.
Often the result is applause. Sometimes gasps.
Always spirited communication. And com-
munication, after all, has been our business for
more than a century.

These notices, with their slick postmodern
graphicsandtheir adman’ sprose, provideuswith
astartlingly apt opportunity torenev YAWN' s
battlewith thefal seavant-garde of contemporary
art. On the surface, the ostentatious public hom-
agepaid by certain corporationsto“ Next Wave,”
the “cutting edge,” and “audacity” in art seems
very peculiar. Art and business are ancient en-
emies, or pretend to be, anyway. For yearsavant-

gardistshavemadecareersout of simpleschemes
for shocking the bourgeoisie, the benighted Bab-
bitts of the provincial cities.

Butin 1990, asthese conspicuousannounce-
ments demonstrate, corporate America has few
qualms about endorsing most major-league art,
sinceit so thoroughly mirrorstheir own cultural
program. For al their talk about “windows to
tomorrow,” thereiscertainly nothing more auda-
cious about these vanguardists than, say, com-
mercialsfor MTV or perfumeor shoes. Thisartis
not adversarial; it's not even “alternative.” It is,
though, openly and utterly given over to P.R.
experimentation, totheimperativeof novelty and
the other perennia themes of consumerist cul-
ture. The works promoted here are consumer
products; from their countless facile attempts to
startle, to the trendiness which supports their
market value, to the easy aliances they have
found with advertising campaigns. These days
both artists and admen mouth standard pasans
to the New, and obligatory slights of those who
fail to keep up with the industry’s latest
models, and both cooperate in a transparent
attempt to humanize certain loathsome
corporations.

Convinced asfirmly asever that the taste of
our time has been determined by theimperatives
of the Culture Industry, YAWN calls upon
artists and writers to recognize the extent to
whichtheir craft hasbeen appropriated by plutoc-
racy for its own uses. The cult of the new that
responds so sneeringly from these ads is merely
a smoke screen for the hegemony of planned
obsolescence; theeffort to shock simply atool for
the generation of markets; and the schemes of
intentional obfuscation a shameful surrender to
the powerswhichwould render art toothless. The
art of the“ Next Wave” isabusinessman’ sart; its
techniques that of the P.R.-man. By deploying
the once-radical concept of “the avant-garde”
and “the shocking,” business culture has elimi-
nated the once-vital artistic oppositiontoitscon-
sumerist project.

In 1990 “avant-garde” means something
closer to being the first on the block to wear a
Batman T-shirt than it does to inventing a truly
meaningful, penetrating representational (or ab-
stract) technique. And shocking the bourgeoisie
was never much of an artistic programinthefirst
place. It'sjust as shallow as ever, only today—
with the sanctifying cultural models of the“ Next

Wave Exhibit” to guidethem—it’ sthe bourgeoi-
sie who go through an endless pantomime of
shocking one another. Nobody is truly shocked
anymore; the entire apparatus of shockery per-
sistsonly because the shocking has been so prof-
itably appropriated and fetishized: the perpetual
scramblefor thelatest model has been blessed by
acoalition of artistsand admen, and the purchas-
ing publicisonly too willing to buy and buy and
buy as much art and cigarettes and clothing and
cars and hi-fis as they can, provided their new
stuff will vex their less up-to-date neighbor.

In the last century the marriage of business
and art has produced a vast pan-media celebra-
tion of the folkways of Capitalism; an Official
Style that subverts opposition by simulating re-
bellion; a dignified kitsch that gives apathy a
sophisticated fagade. Its works are displayed on
theslick pagesof almost every national magazine
aswell asin the nation’ strendiest galleries. The
alliance of commerce and culture has convinced
the booboisie of the urbanity of conformity more
effectively than even the slickest of 1950s com-
mercials. And, if their complacent vanguardism
goes unchallenged, capital will have created a
new andimproved acquisitivemachinethat elimi-
nates or co-opts its intellectual opponents like
never before.

As Big Art draws bigger and bigger sums,
the fundamental assumptions of the avant-garde
are reduced to meaninglessness. The artist loses
hiscrucial social position and becomesamoreor
|ess conscious propagandist for planned obsoles-
cence; a corporate illustrator, decorator, or
copy-writer.

And asliterature becomesmiredin precious
sloughs of irony and textuality, these debase-
ments |lose their shame. Our writers veer unfail-
ingly away from the central aesthetic questions of
our time, opting instead to invent facile playsfor
hipness than can be easily sold on Madison Av-
enue. And the whole consumerist project itself,
the central motive force and organizing theme of
our age, becomes unjudgeable amid the fogs of
“undecidability” they have called down upon
themselves. Impotent, powerless, fearful of forth-
right speech lest they privilege one discourse
over another, they have left the world open to
exploitation, manipulation, and control by those
who know what they want: Wall Street, and
YAWN.

In atime when the “cutting edge’ has be-
come a powerful tool for mediocritization, we
proudly rededicateourselvestoitsblunting. Inan
age when the Hollywood glamor of the “avant-
garde’ haslong since overtaken its aesthetic use-
fulness, we happily devise new tacticsto send it
scurrying in disarray. [Plaster Cramp Press
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Why Bother with
Propaganda?

and dlitist. Y ou only haveto compare the

coverageinthetabloidsand the“ quality”
papersin terms only of the square centimeters
devoted to its propagation to revea the class
emphasis of something that apologists claim to
have universal value.

When the artists and administrators choose
to make work “accessible’ it isin the hallowed
chambers of the secular cathedrals, the gallery
and museum. People are ushered in to pay their
respects to the relics, the dead skin of the
humanist saints.

Artists of course lead the way, blazing new
trails, boldly decorating where no one could be
bothered before. This seeps down to us lesser
mortals in the form of exciting new adverts,
repackaged goodies and novelty philosophies
readily bowdlerized by the color supplement
hacks.

The insistence on metaphor and allusion to
placing in the art historical context make it a
coded world as specialistic and mystifying as
stamp collecting.

Commaoadification s, if not an inevitability,
financially useful. Art objectsarethenext step up
the ladder from executive toys. Intellectual
arguments surrounding work becomeinteresting
accessories. Neo-expressionism competes with
Minimalism for the market share in much the
sameway as Acid House doeswith Techno. The
most triteexampl esof thistendency arecompanies
like Hunter and Philip Morris; the one a bomb
manufacturer, the other a tobacco corporation;
both arts sponsors, and both responsible for
thousands of deaths, maybe attempting a little
expiation by applying a philanthropic gloss to
their fagades.

Art creates a false sense of space, an
illusionary sanctuary where integrity and
intellectual freedom flourish untainted by the
coarser aspects of life. From this radical nature
reserve artists feel that they, when conscience
dictates, are able to make foraysinto social and
political activity. The activist artist is always
more interested in success within the art sphere
rather than a re-alignment of society where our

T he Art Strike assertsthat art is bourgeois

stolen creativity is repossessed. A recent
particularly crassinstance of thisisthe US artist
who painstakingly reconstructed ashanty townin
agalery.

Precisely because of the free reign that they
feel they have been alowed, artists are able to
fine-tune the order of appearances. In this way
artists, asother professional intellectual s, become
valuable technicians of dominant culture.

Whatever doesn't kill power iskilled by it.
Thisis as true for paintings of the reproductive
organsof certain plantsnicely arranged in avase
as for self-consciously critical work.

There are several possible responses:

To produce art in a strictly forma way.
Refine it to a craft of technical, aesthetic and
mathematical precision. The old cliché of art for
art’ ssake, and why not?Theproblemonly occurs
when the structure of society detaches the by-
product of an individual period of creativity,
maybewiththeartist’ sconnivance, andinstitutes
it as a sterile husk, a coinage.

Tosubvert itssupposed transcendencefrom
within by producing superficial work in the hope
that art mightimplodeunder theimmensedensity
of its own meaninglessness. In thisway alot of
self-importantly named Post-modernist art simply
reels out knowingly bad jokes. But you can only
play about with the pieces of shit for so long.

Othershavetried to widen theboundariesof
arttoachievetheaestheticizationof al life. Instead
of turning inwards, thrust it out. This can be the
highly romanticview put forward by Oscar Wilde
or the Surrealists. It can also end up with thenice
looking flat roofsof Corbusier that just happento
leak likesieves, or result inthemissionary zeal of
the community artist, rushing around worried
that the vast majority have always been on art
strike, desperateto introduce usto the delights of
arty-farty vicarious experience. Everyone grins
themselves silly when they’ ve got a multimedia
arts complex.

Toanextentthisavoidstheissue. By defining
everything as art the word loses any currency.
(Which is probably a good idea.)

We live in the most highly asstheticized
point in history; adverts, TV, music, everything

redesigned and repackaged with rabid ferocity.
Muzak isthe creation of acomplete aestheticism.
Alone it is not enough. To expand out into life
effectively it must be part of abroader onslaught,
ideological and economic as well as cultural.
That’s where the real fun begins.

Silence—theposition of the Art Strike. This
is possibly the worst, most incoherent response.
Whenwegoto bed, cook or laugh, dowedo sofor
capital? Although we are at present doing soina
society wherethe major benefactorsarebastards,
to credit them with complete control, accidental
or not, is paranoid conspiracy theory. To talk of
your existence merely in terms of strategy is to
deny the most important and revolutionary
impulse—pleasure.

On alevel of mundane practicality the only
people who go on strike are probably pretty
decent anyway. (It would be great to get the pop
star artist toshut upfor awhilethough.) Todisarm
ourselves of methods of struggle/creativity is
doing the recuperator’ s job for them. Capitalism
would of course be different, but would it be any
better if nothing had ever been said against it?
The strikers are very vocal in exactly why they
choose to produce this art of silence.

The Art Strike has been claimed as a good
“propaganda act.” Why bother? | am only
interested in a sustained period of real life—and
will not exist as a theatrical symbol. Symbolic
actsrely entirely on the mediacoverage givento
them as opposed to real acts which have adirect
impact. In this aspect the strike becomes ultra-
leftist posture politics. A holier-than-thou pose
rather than the arty-farty one.

Themost interesting ideato arisein support
of the Art Strikeisacalling into question therole
of “artist” or “politico.” Presumably the people
who define themselves into these categories are
making an honest attempt at areactionto society.
The trouble comes when they see themselves
only inthese terms. The reaction becomes aself-
policed act of conformity. You till refer to
yourself as“ artist” if youmakeapoint of desisting
from the practice known as “art” for a certain
period of time. It remains a defined role, albeit
negative.

Surely it is common sense to avoid this
adoption of stereotypes, but toimposeanother on
top makes an equal contradiction.

The voluntary shifting of roles can be fun,
allowing for play, but then why only threeyears?
Andwhy do peoplehavetodoit at the sametime?
| can imagine the Art Strike Action Committees
becoming self-helpgroupsfor thosewith cultural
cold turkey.

Silence = death, not just for AIDS.
Renunciation of creativity is atactic of despair,
not even that but the abandonment of any tactic
whatsoever. [Leisure
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‘art: The Release
of Man’s Soul

ama Cass once sang a song about “A

New World Comin’,” though | doubt

she envisioned her own transfigura-
tion would be brought on by an inhaled ham
sandwich. (Is that story pop mythology or
what?)

Revelationislike that. It can be brought on
by an overdose of pop psychology (by reading a
dialectical book list that momentarily “pops’ our
unusual perceptions and overrides conditioned
motivations) or it can, through personal gnosis,
which is a state of self-honesty usualy only
encountered at the moment of death, revolution-
izeperceptionsthemselves. Infrequently it canbe
experienced in life, if the mind is disciplined
enoughtolive asthoughits ego recognized itsel f
to be mortal and its perceptions fallible.

The revelations available to awake minds
through art must come, in conformity with what
seem to be psychological laws of symmetry, to
each of usseparately and totally perpendicular to
our expectations. There are no easy epiphanies.
Andyetwhenthey come, they aremarketedtothe
uninitiated as art.

For the same reason that your own head-
stone and its engraving are unwelcome eidetic
images, true art achievesitsimmortality by con-
juring disgruntled disappointment from those
who object to the demise of their “own” life-long
investment in the counterfeit stylishness of a
supposed immortality. Monuments, even as an
afterthought, suck artwise, becausethey say what
never should be said.

The “new world comin’” ain’t gonna sneak
by and just take over without a protest, is what
most of us figure. We've all got assthetic “prin-
ciples,” and demand they be respected, even if
they just turn out to be habits of thought that’ |l be
forgotten, maybe even ridiculed a generation
from now.

I1t's not for nothing that the appreciation of
art is considered purely subjective. On the other
hand, art seems eternal because the artifacts we
call art outlast the generationsthat producethem.
They are bequeathed to agenerational regress of
sentimental and sedimentary interpretation. God
damn it, if they're expensive, somebody better
appreciate art works or there'll be a guilty con-

science and a lot of shame created in some
innocent’ s mind!

But new art is stuck with the lonely task of
explainingtoitscontemporariesthedifferencesit
creates between itself and consensua sensibili-
ties. Old art that used to shock fragilesensibilities
haslong ago been dismissed or forgiven asnaive,
sincethecontroversiesit confronted have, by and
large, become passé. New art that does not shock
those same “polite” sensibilities can be consid-
ered no art at al, because “ polite” art is political
art, and thus no better than propaganda.

Conversely, nothing new that shocks con-
sensual sensibilitieswill beaccepted as“true” art
by the guardians of contemporary culture. Art,
being viewed so“democratically” aspublicprop-
erty, must not offend a publicized morality. But
since art that does not offend norms by at least
challengingthemisnot art, and sinceart that does
not serveto statethe stasis of the statein absolute
terms is legidatively false art, then by logical
derivation, art does not exist in the present mo-
ment and thereisnever an appropriatetimeto call
for an “art strike,” since art istimeless and only
egos fill space with gravity.

The appreciation of art is, indeed, purely
subjective. The “best” art, in terms of cultural
acceptability, is that which can be amputated
from critical applicability to current socia cir-
cumstances without general ansesthesia being
administeredto thebody politic. Any art foundto
be so palatableis, of course, more appropriately
|abeled “propaganda.” Whichisnot to say that it
is impossible for the propaganda of one era to
becomethe art of another. Art isalways amatter
of contrast, not concord. Performance or exhibi-
tionexecuted to promotecultural stagnation (pro-
paganda) must never be considered “art.” It is,
however, possible to be crass and artful if taste-
lessnessandtruthintersect at thepoint of society’s
dishonesty.

Artists see themselves in a minority of one
willing to challenge sensibilities despite collec-
tive resistance experienced as subjective fact.
Artists who think objective change through the
shared public (though subjective) experience of
their “truth” isarational hope must also believe
in the work of grammarcy and spell maging.

Society’s spells, bought and paid for by high
powered investments in low-brow rhetoric are
heavy magicandill medicineby comparison! But
the low budget truth of the artist loses to image-
intensive marketing every time.

So let’'s talk art. A new “movement” just
won't move anybody unlessit cutsaloud fart in
the church of orthodoxy. After sitting in our
largesse-staked pews in this church too long,
most of us get used to the familiar stench of our
sponsored largeasses, but are offended by
anyone else’ s notions about “clearing the
aesthetic air.”

Reluctant to be impolite (a form of social
heresy) by moving to another church, wecling to
our privileges until the rafters are filled to the
bursting point with our own noxiousout-gassings
and all the crucifixes are drooping under the
strain of our bored flatulence like the clocksin a
Savador Dali painting. So much f’ art!

MamaCassand her lunchmeat art are gone,
but a new world’s al around us. It's doing shift
work, gearing up to seductively flounce silicon
boobietrapsinfront of theogling oligarchy of the
cabal that’ sbeen feeding usagangrenous host of
sacramental pap(al) archetypes.

Thenew paradigmisinfo-red, communistic
propaganda, and quite beguiling because it
promises to really enact bi-polarized dystopia/
utopia ideals (dis-u-tropia or disused tropias,
which are as-yet unlearned habits) in the human
hemispheres (cerebral and geographic),world-
wide.

But thisis“good news’ in the best biblical
sense of the term “gospel.” The gnostics are
finally coming back to haunt the bureaucrats of
faith in “the system.” The invasion of adherents
tothecode"just say gnosis” issystemic. Y ou can
sensetheir presence within every silicon chip, in
every “interactive” program that will interface
mental space with cyberspace.

Cyberpunksareorthodoxy’ sham sandwich.
The choke point is where the mind meets its
maker, and overthrows the bastard for mafea-
sance. They’re aso its pop-mythology: some-
thing to be popularly believed in, though synthe-
sized as credulously biased.

Themind’ smaker is, of course, perennialy
one of the “lower gods” in the pantheon of prin-
cipalities. But in cyberspace we can literaly
make up our own minds! We can make them up
out of the junkyard partsleft over by Newtonian
mechanical limits, inwhich casereality becomes
just another video game, wherethejoystick isthe
human body and its extensions. Or we can cross
thenoosphereinto quantumhedonicswherecause/
effect linearity melts down into the nooks and
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crannies of either/or, neither/nor monotony and
getslost in its own ideational menu.

Old-time shortwave radio operators used to
be affectionately referred to as “hams.” They're
still around, but they’ re still “old timers.” Some-
day the software operators will be just as anti-
quated by technology. Difficult to imagine, of
course. But that’ sjust the point! We can laugh at
someone choking on the ham sandwich, getting
beaten by the “simple”’ technology of diet and
health; we can bemuse ourselveswith imagining
the primitive environs of aworld communicated
in the sparse detail of Morse code; we can like-
wisechuckleat the unsophisticated parametersof
the first “home computers’ and the scarcity of
computing power. But can you imagine the step
beyond the one you' re planning to take?

Someone younger and more energetic, for
your information, hasalready plannedit, takenit,
and despite your interference, will succeed in
making your nightmares seem like utopian
hopescapes.

Welcometoevolution 101. Theclassfor the
classless. Beinformed that Darwin, your grand-
father, your mother, in fact you and | will not, in
principal, approve categorically of anything that
leaves us generically behind. We intellectuals
like to think of ourselves as eternal thespiansin
the interplay of life's drama. Having principles
toward which we have paid some learned inter-
est, we expect results beating the average math-
ematical probability curveto provereality works,
at least in principle, in our favor!

Art Strikes Out

Lifeisart, butliving deadisoneof thethings
most of usreally dowell. When wasthelast time

you “died” at a performance of art? With such
moral aplomb you may have said: “When they
[name of the affront to “ reasonable” sensibili-
ties, such as actors appearing on stage suddenly
nude], | could have died!”

Precisely! “Reasonable sensibilities” are
often as not simply bad habits of thought. Being
habits, they cannot be argued for reasonably,
though cultural inertiamakesit unlikely they will
be budged by rational argumentation, either.

That's why art must “Just say Yes!” and
slam new perceptionsin your face, even against
your protests. Your pardon can be begged for-
ever, and you would not permit yourself to be
shockedvoluntarily. Thebest argument wouldn’t
sway you. But art, because all artisirreverent of
your expectations, will not only sway you; if itis
good it will rock you!

There's no such thing as an “Art Strike.”
There may be people who need a break from the
intensity of art; theremay bepeoplewhothink the
iconoclassism of joining the ranks of striking
artistswill coronate their lack of art as suddenly
artistic. This following the tide of art as it ebbs
from naturalism to impressionism to cubism to
surrealism to situationism to dada to post-any-
thingisinteresting asaroad map of the supposed
territory of human blindnessin need of enlighten-
ment. To suggest that this pattern is exclusively
correct doubts art exists and suggests “art” is
(athoughitisat least this) only aformal study of
perceptual behaviorism.

Situationism, like other performance and
exhibitionistart,issyntheticanditisnot surprising
that eventhough many emotivedidactic spectacles
have yet to be wedged between the moments of
the“eternal banal,” still itisclear that performance

““...Now art is living only through its
own commemoration. It has become a
closed system, art for art’s sake, from
which nothing comes out any more. Yet
art is a confrontation of man with the
illusion of the world, and a way of
subduing this illusion through a sym-
bolic representation. But we see today
that contemporary art does not speak
any more of this illusion, it does not try
to subdue this illusion any more. It plays
with its own history, and this is a weak
strategy. Art exhausts itself in a game
which does not commit to anything and
in which there are no more rules. It
makes its own advertising....”

Jean Baudrillard, from an interview
entitled “La vie sous vide,” Télérama
N°2128 (Paris), 24 October 1990. (Trans.
Philippe Billé.)

and exhibitionist art lack the life that life gives
unrequested. Art, imitating life, seems to be
symptomatic of a pathology of requited life: a
tantraumati c rel ease of the human manufacturing
glands, producing psychotic delusions of the
powerto“create.” Whenclearly, lifealonecreates,
and theimitation of life creolates and habituates.

Striking against art, werefuseto imitate the
sunrise, andthisisperfectly acceptablesolong as
we do not come to think that we are somehow
preventing the sunrise by our abdication of its
expression. The suicide of expression will dofor
some, standing for the eradification of thewhole
world, because the artist's world is an outer
expression of interiority. So destroying that exte-
riorizationisequivalent to destroying theinterior
creator. Collectively achieved, the club of eradi,
the theocrats of erasure, the happy horseplat of
undoing namescow!sfor their first-born, coronate
kings for their epoxy, market glue and plastic
under the guise of their wive' s names, and in no
wise are sincere nor ever will be.

Will thespiritual suicideof themercantilist’s
sort eradicate art from the world? The egoist
presumes no blame; the salesman even lesssince
heis“doing hisjob.” Nothing profitsaman more
than the comfort of his family. They like each
other for smelling al alike.

Artists, however, are not present for the
strike. They make like to have been there, but
being in the world but not of it, they will likely
miss the political clarion to abstain from life. It
soundslikesomebody isthrowingaparty, doesn’t
it? What a contrast there is between joining and
crashing a party.

All amere matter of aesthetics to some.

[Ben G. Price

Itis time to rethink our goals and objectives. Instead of clamoring for our “rightfu
cultural employees wielding power over a territory guarded by zesthetics—instead of assembly-
line work inside capital’s factory of self-monologue—

We have chosen to be really creative: We have chosen to refuse our role.

How we ever thought our “feminist critique” erased the elitist, supremacist “art” world reveals,

ARTEMISIA for theART STRIKE

I//

position as elitist

in addition to personal greed, the ubiquity of capital. Instead of joining the club we used identical
tools and materials to construct an exact replica right next door. Previously we perceived our
“oppressors” to be the “physical” establishment (government, multinationals, NEA, etc.) yet in
“reality” it “appears” that this beast is ideological.

ZEPPO: The alienation of the worker in his product means not only that his labor becomes
an object, an external existence, but that it exists outside him, independently, as something alien
to him, and that it becomes a power on its own conFronting him. It means that the life which he
has conferred on the object confronts him as something hostile and alien.

“Art” is alienation. What has become necessary is a critique that embraces activity: the
refusal of roles already prescribed and compartmentalized: “feminist ‘artist’,” “anti-semitic
christian,” “liberal,” “conservative,” “alternative radio”—how can this be?

BE REALLY CREATIVE: REFUSE YOUR ROLE

ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WCTN 3XX, England
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Notes on the Pleasures of Neutrality

ecause we havereached apointinthe*“ progress’ of our culture

inwhichitissocially viableto suggest that we have reached a

theoretical impasse, we have reached a theoretical impasse. It
isimpossibleto “progress’ beyond this notion, and any criticism of it,
no matter how analytical, is a step backward. Those who do not
understand this simple paradox will waste endless energies digging
their tombsin the graveyards of art, politics and philosophy.

We know the truth. The truth has always been and will always be.
It is unchanging. In a state of perpetual progression, the shadow of
darkness which came with the industrial revolution is drawing back,
forced away by thelight of timelessrationality. Thelies of thelast two
hundred years may have been attractive, but they are nothing compared
to the lies of the last two centuries. Every illusion must pass through
itself before becoming true. If, in this process, it is written down, it
becomes true much more quickly.

Death is the spectacle of repression. The “image of death,” the
darkness at the end of the tunnel, when reified by authority, isamuch
more efficient form of repression than the religious heaven/hell com-
plexwhichcamebefore. “Individuals’ intheWestrealizethat their lives
are “meaningless,” and this “existential” realization drains from them
thedesireto do anything other than get it over aspainlessly aspossible.
Naturally this precludes substantive rebellions and the constructions of
new forms of “meaning.” The infinite potential of every second of
tactile experience is given up for the apparently less difficult life of
consumer-drone, the “meaningless’ existence. But meaning is an ab-
straction created by and for the justifications of the current power
structure, the reality of aliving death.

The spectacular moment divides an illusionary past from a non-
existent future. Our memories are ideologically organized by the
“master-narrative” of power in order to give substance to the total
compromise of the present. Each second spent remembering the past is
asecond which could have been used to construct the future. “Revolu-
tionaries” frequently believe that revolution will take place when the
master narrative isin the hands of the proletariat, but thisis aload of
crap. The destruction of the master narrative and the continuities it
representsistherightful demand of all those who demand the destruc-
tion of the master narrative and the continuities it represents.

The systematic extremism of this philosophy is not a cure for
boredom. It is a reaction to the sadness of the “human condition” as
market for general consumption by those human beings who stand to
profit from the idea that we are living in a post-referential world, the
“avant-garde” of literature, art and politics.

We know the truth. The truth has always been and will always be.
It is unchanging.

Consciousnessisthe negation of tactile experience. When you see
something, you cannot at the same time “imagine” it. Thisis because
consciousness is a second order activity which acts as a parasite to
experience, a caricatured re-creation of the physical world. Thisisthe
space between the repression inherent in memory and the freedom of
oblivioninwhichideology first materialized. Wemust do away withthe

abstraction of consciousnessif we are to heal the wound of separation
between past and future which gave rise to capitalism.

Progressisinevitable, plagiarismimpliesit. Thetautological isno
more or less easily understood than anything else—it issimply what it
is as opposed to being what it is not.

The current trend towards “ demystification” in art, literature and
politicsisoneof themost effectivemystificationspracticed by “ marxists,”
“feminists,” and other ideologists. Surely the rewriting of history isno
moreinterestinginthefinal analysisthanthebanality of itsconstruction
inthefirst place.

We know. The truth doesn’t change. It has been around for a
long time.

Why would Samuel Beckett go on writing long after having
repeatedly articulated the non-validity of the role of author, and of
writing itself? Perhaps his alcoholism caused him to mistakenly asso-
ciate the death of creativity with physical death of the body and mind.
In fact, nothing could have been further from the truth—the cessation
of alienating over-production in intellectual labor (“creativity”) isthe
most aliveact that human beingscan engagein: thesumof all our desires
and therealizations of all potentials. Throwing off creativity isthefirst
step towards real equality between (wo)men and the destruction
of time itself.

Ideology is not the only thing which makes life worth dying for.
Other forces, such asperversity, lazinessand “generally liking people,”
while no more meaningful, make do equally well as revolutionary
motivations. In the time previous to the implementation of these
principles, it isour duty to make them appear as heroic and ideol ogical
aspossible, sothat thosewith apenchant for theideol ogical will also be
attracted to our philosophy. Thisiscalled the“ salespitch.” The“trick”
is to aways seem to be contradicting yourself so as to attract those
individuals who might find the ideological nature of your thinking
unattractive.

“Post-modern” artists who hypocritically produce art which con-
tinuesto condemn therol e of theartist and suggeststhe non-viability of
creativity should get the death penalty. After all, death should not
frightenthem asitistheultimateillusionwhich supportsthe established
order for whom they are the most effective publicity agents.

Meaning isapurely socia phenomenon, and society isan unreal-
ized project. Theindividual doesnot need a“truthreferent,” but without
one, the society would beonly aseriesof individuals. Therealization of
thesocial project will take placewith theredistribution of meaning, with
the truth referent moving from the socia to the personal. This act of
communist revolution will be equal to the perfection of “meaning,”
which will no longer function asameans of repression to be employed
by one group of people on another, but will instead repressall individu-
als equally. What might be considered from our point of view to be a
dlight recontextualization will seem a drastic change in the human
condition to those in the future who have “progressed” beyond the
radical push through and cessation of all forms of creativity.

[SMILE
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Plagiarism is dead; nothing is permitted.

REJECT
EXPLODE
EXPLORE
UNLEARN

Stealing Back and Forth of Symbols
The divine right of kings was first invoked by secular interests
combatting the authority of the theocrats. It held that God appointed
the king, rather than the church authorities, to represent the secular
interests of “the people.” Later, when the church made peace with
established monarchs, identifying its interests with the interests of the
secular authorities, the church adopted the doctrine as its own. And
subsequently the bourgeoisie repudiated the doctrine, in repudiating
both monarch and state. It did so in the name of “rights.” Among these
“rights” was “freedom.” And Marx in turn stole this bourgeois symbol
Jor the proletariat. The stealing back and forth of symbols is the
approved method whereby the Outs avoid being “driveninto a corner.”
Kenneth Burke, Attitudes Toward History (1937)

An Obituary for the False Opposition

With the utter demolition of Marxism-Leninism and the fading away
of other false opposition movements (e.g., Maoism, Castroism,
Trotskyism), the opportunity arises once again for humanity to liber-
ate itself from the domination of capital. Clearly, the hysterical rav-
ings of laughable figures like Bob Avakian, Gus Hall and all the
apparatchniks of similar left-wing nut cults are addressed to a system
and a world that has left them on the dung heap of history. They
deserve their deluded followers, all of them.

Such a result should not surprise anyone even slightly familiar
with these twisted ideologies. The entire grab-bag of leftist slogans
and theoretical formulse existed merely as a mask to hide more
concentrated forms of domination by capital. Marxism-Leninism
never ever wanted to liberate humanity from the talons of capital.
Rather their project was to simply manage capital and institutional-
ize its most oppressive modes of control: work, ideological hege-
mony, hierarchy, organization, authority, ad nauseam. For this
reason Marxism-Leninism can properly be called the loyal opposi-
tion of capitalism and the best friend capital ever had.

All previous false oppositions merely aped the pre-existing forms

of social organization they hoped to replace. Thus the Bolsheviks in
attempting to engineer a humanitarian responsive government finally
succeeded in producing a tyrannical state that even a Tsar could love.
Marxism-Leninism prevents the discovery by humanity of new forms
of social organization which could serve as the vehicle for its self-
emancipation from the domination of capital and all its categories
and constructs.

Significantly, the failure of the Left in some sense portends doom
for capital itself. Without a necessary opposition with which to define
itself, modern capital, the undisputed champion of the cold war, may
well knock itself out (potentially taking us with it).

We must now begin to see the system which dominates us as the
ancien regime; a corrupt, despotic, moribund and boring mode of
social organization, that we not only have the right to destroy, but the
obligation. For the first time in a century social insurrectionists have
found themselves without a leader, without ideology, but with a
burning desire to extirpate the ancien regime and realize utopia. And
that, of course, is the beginning of the end.

—MAXIMALIST INTERNATIONAL, The Social War, N°3

DEAR YAWN:

...Thanks for your...interesting ideas.
Most of which | can follow really well. Only
theway therulesare set are“ not my cup of tea.
” And as things are really changing here who
wantsto beon strike? Maybeinthe USA it'sa
different situation, but here it’s definitely the
thing not to do! ... Why be part of a small
esoteric group, saying no where even your
very “conservative neighbor” is making ex-
cursions and searching new ways?...

Kassel, Germany
YAWN agrees: It certainly istruethat being
part of a small esoteric group seems a rather
effective way of accomplishing nothing at all.

So it makes one wonder what all the shouting
isabout. Thelast thing the Art Strike wantsto
do is“convince” othersto join the strike and
thensitontheir hands! Doing nothingisinfact
obviated by the Art Strike, which is aredly,
really bad idea. But it isimportant that it be as
bad asit is. It forces a clarification of one's
personal viewson culturein part by being very
difficult to ignore.

DEARYAWN: .. A “subjective” update on
the Art-strike, art-strike & refusal of creativity
here: For awhile the idea was batting around
that since people who engaged in art-strikes
etc. here were in such a minority that their
engagement was highly individuaistic &

tended to promotetheideaof individual differ-
ence & thus would do better to just do alittle
creativity. However, recently it has become
clear that their are lots of isolated ‘ maverick’
art-strikersaround, who havetakenit seriously
& aren’t doing anything in anintentional way.
The relative ‘invisibility’ of these people is
isomorphic to their whole situation. So art-
striking is ok again. Baltimore, Maryland
YAWN says. It's really curious how these
thingswork, isn't it?
DEAR YAWN: ...Yeah | agree so many
artists say I’'m so open minded and there is
nothing but their open minds....

Venice, Florida
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An Early
Assessment of

the Art Strike
(1990-1993)

el, hereweareinthefirst spring
of Art Strike (1990-1993) and
how iseverybody doing? Spring

being the time of running saps and fertile
growth, Art Strikersareundoubtedly feeling
the strain of non-production. Art Glutters
(produce as much asyou can for the next 10
years and flood the marketplace) are full-
steam ahead and into the swing of spring
already. Most of the Art Scabs |’ vetalked to
are till bitching about the strike, al the
while furtively hustling their work at aban-
doned gas stations. Meanwhile, the Art Ter-
rorists are entering juried exhibitions, send-
ing in thousands of slides of faked Pollacks
under the name of Karen Elliot. Here at Art
Revolution headquarters, we' ve been insti-
gating an experiment known as The Anti-
Art Performance Festival and Exhibition of
Propaganda.

A few yearsback, | entered someslides
inan Ohio Arts Council sponsored competi-
tion —the first time I’d ever done so. My
motivation, as| remember it, wasthat | was
getting tired of looking at all the finished
picturescrowdingmy walls. It seemedlikeit
was about time | |et others have achance of
looking at them. So, | got anoticesaying that
one of my pictures had made it to the final
round of judging. Thismeant that | hadto get
it framed and deliver it to the gallery. The
framing set meback 80 bucks, but it didlook
good under that non-glare glass with mu-
seum-grade matting so that it would last for
all eternity or something likethat. Naturally
enough, after going through all this bother,
includingtyping up aresumewhichfeatured
no credits and no prestigious art training
background—I received a notice of rejec-

THE END OF HISTORY

It is not a matter of realising the art strike, or even building on every level of life
everything that hitherto could only be an art strike memory, or an illusion, dreamed and
preserved unilaterally. The art stike can only be realised by being suppressed. And in
suppressing it with the automatism of an even more passive and hierarchical spectacle,
we freeze dry its contents into something stable, quantifiable, investment worthy, in
short homogenous.

The art strike is not only a commodity but also a symbolic representation of this order,
the justification of its concept of reality.

There will be an empty space left by the art strike as a comprehensive order binding
everything, the social consensus will be destroyed, we will have reached the end of the
great history of our common culture. The empty space left by the art strike will be
occupied by another order, the economy. The ideal of change as value, adopted by
our culture, has found its full significance in the art strike.

The art strike in its honesty, says about itself that in its state of exhaustion it is not able
to put forward values. It can only be a description of a situation, the world of exhausted
values of our culture. It can only be a quotation of history, a substitute for something that
has ceased to exist.

The art strike opposes the logical way of mind which has led to this cultural devastation.
The art strike will be a resounding stroke of the gong, its ringing will drown out the
squawks of the malingerers, their strained voices will fade into thin air.

To speak of the art strike means to speak of the unknown, to speak of a door to a new
world, to speak of a desire to discover what one does not know. For how can one know

a desire without satisfying ite

(ASAC-San Francisco)

tion. Andyes, | felt properly humiliated as|
slunk into the gallery to pick up my
picture.

A year later, | mounted my own exhibi-
tionattheBauhaus, Akron’ soneandonly art
bar—now defunct. Thisturned out to be one
of thehighest pointsinmy “career” asartist.
Since there was no gallery owner or jury of
experts, | wasfreetodo as| wanted. | had a
contest: Match the titles with the pictures.
The prize was a night on the town with the
artist. Noonepersongot all thetitlesmatched
up correctly, so | declared everybody awin-
ner! Those peoplewho bothered to show up
weretreated to atour of downtown Akron’s
back alley-ways and favorite dumpsters!
Also, | wasableto combine performingwith
the exhibition by premiering my bag lady
show on opening night of the display. The
last night turned into Drink ‘n’ Draw Night

with Sockeye. | took down all my work and
had piles of paper and markersfor everyone
to createtheir ownworkswhichwetaped up
al over the bar as Sockeye provided their
usual exquisite musical accompani ment.
Every now and then, | contemplate the
idea of selling out. Gee, it sure would be
great to get big bucks for my artwork, quit
my shit job and do nothing but producegreat
works of art that get snapped up by million-
aire collectors and museums immediately!
With thisin mind, | have hung onto what |
consider to be my “masterpiece,” athough,
| did sell two pictures as a result of the
Bauhaus show—to my good friend and now
“patron of the arts,” Joe Collins. Thanks,
Joe—those pictures will be worth afortune
just as soon as I'm dead. In the meantime,
I’m heresitting in my dumpster just waiting
to be discovered. [Dumpster Times
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DEFIANCE F OR POWER

Some of the 771 young men who announced that they would refuse to serve in the ART

Letters

The New Religion

Dear YAWN,

| [have] remained truly against the Art Strike
thewholeof itslife, but my reasons[a]revarious
and only partialy explained during that neo-
situationist action. | suppose the most serious
reason for my opposition is that | don't see any
real valueinartatal, yetthatiswhat | livemy life
for. | see value in food, shelter, kindness, and
that's about all. Art is a sideline for anyone—a
game for people with time, money, hope. And |
like games. But | can’t take seriously a group of
people interested in trying to expose the worth-
lessness of a game that so obviously lacks any
value.

Imaginethis: | aman atheist but | cameto that
conclusion—for it isaconclusion, not a state of
being—after living many years as a pious (not a
religious) person. If | had to give up the validity
of God and godnessand thehopethat waswrapped
up in those ideas, | aso had to dispose of the
weaker ideathat therewas something nobleabout
art. | didn’t believe the stories about art and the
specia statusof artists. | never forgave apoet for
his meanness, a painter for her excesses against
others. Our actions toward other people remain
the important things, and | remain almost

ashamed of thisvalueless product | striveto find
and make and describe.

The Art Strikers [believe] in the value of art.
They [a]re the acolytes ringing the bells as the
priest raise[s] the Host up, up, the acolytes draw-
ing naked women on their underwear and gig-
gling, afraid of thetruththey really [believe]: that
art [makes] their lives valuable, [gives] them
purpose. It is the person who has given up al
those hopes, who doesn’t believe in the value of
any art but continues to produce it, it is that
person who isthereal striker. Not to believe but
to continue to practice is much more difficult,
much more revealing, much less dramatic than
anything a covey of nervous strikers could hope
to do.

| had planned on writing back a shocked and
nasty noteafter you published my anti-Art-Strike
essay in YAWN [no. 38, What Makes the Art
Srike Such a Bad Idea?], but | decided that you
might misunderstandit and think that | wasreally
upset by the commentsof theunreal. | enjoyedit,
actually, and was glad to see my ideas out there
regardless.

Geof Huth, Schenectady, N.Y.

Meaninglessness Halted;
History Stopped
Dear YAWN,

Thank you so muchfor informing mein detail
about the Art Strike 1990-1993. | support the

strike. What could be more rational than to step
outside of history. Stop the flow of consumer
meaninglessness NOW!

Till 19931 pledgeto makenomore* artwork.’
Until 1993 | will produce only “stuff.” Hopeyou
like the enclosed “ stuff.”

Strike now while the mediocrity is hot, and
nobody gives a damn. Join the new wave of
endless nothingness!

Helping to spread the rumor,

Maximum Traffic (enclosures)

Stand Back, Everyone!

Dear YAWN,

A while back a Yawnist wrote a diatribe
confusing words and the ideas they symbolize. |
wrotealetter explaining the mistake. They wrote
me aresponse demonstrating that their head was
incapabl eof being penetrated by themost straight-
forward logic. Their conclusion was that words
are a prison from which man can never escape, a
concluding only a college professor who got his
tenure by hiring the Mafia to assassinate his
intellectual competition could ever hold. | an-
swered this letter too, but my second letter was
“returned to sender” because the Yawnist was
(apparently) address unknown. Then strangely
enough the first three letters (Yawnist, me,
Y awnist) appearedin YAWN, [ contending] that
“meaningful i nteractionamong peopleand groups
striving for cultural change” isimpossible. That
iswhat YAWN is about.

Recently | have become convinced that
YAWN wascorrect, not because of any fault of
words, but simply because the contemporary
system is so devastating to the human mind that
there are no people or groups emotionally ca-
pable of ... cooperating for social change. The
social implications of this are rather great. It
means people are too crippled to fix the socia
mechanism which hasgoneberserk, and wemust
simply wait for ittoexplode. Sincewecannot live
free human lives until after the explosion, the
logical conclusion is to try to encourage the
explosion as soon as possible. Destruction does
not require the emotional maturity cooperation
does. Sonow | am encouraging destruction of the
berserk mechanism no one has the will to fix....

| think you ought to make up your mindsasto
whether you are trying to coordinate people for
social change, or tying to convince people that
change isimpossible. Change is inevitable. But
because so many people have been convinced
that change is impossible, when the changes do
come, they will not be guided by a group of
coordinate people, and so will be as ugly as
possible. It'skind of sad.

Elliot Cantsin, North Merrick, N.Y.
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THIS GAN BE YOUR "BIG BREAK"

If you're a man who's ever said...

HURRY UP AND GET DRESSED,
BILL! WE’'RE GOING TO A GALLERY
&7 OPENING TONIGHT
WITH JIM AND
HELEN!

OH, GREAT!
ANOTHER DINGY ART
HAPPENING! WHAT

OUR SOCIAL BETTERS? THEY
PAY OUR BILLS!

SAY, JIM AND HELEN SURE

HAVE A NICE PLACE HERE! | PARL AR
WONDER WHERE THEY GET DEALERS NOW!

1 THE MONEY...

AR
Pl ndis:

e

LEVEL WITH ME, JIM!
HOW CAN YOU TWO
STOMACH THE ART
GAME? IT'S LIKE

DIFFERENCE?

WRONG, BILL! IT’S EASIER
THAN SELLING SAUSAGES!
YOU CAN'T SELL BAD SAU-
SAGES, BUT YOU CAN SELL
BAD ART! WITH ENOUGH

SELLING SAUSAGES,
ISN'T IT? ‘ HYPE, WHO CAN TELL THE

BILL WOKE UP JUST IN TIME, AND NOW

HE'S EVEN RICHER THAN | AM! SO STOP
HITTING THE SNOOZE ALARM! WAKE UP

s AND SMELL THE CAP-

PUCINO! ART REALLY

IS WHAT YOU CAN

b) GET AWAY WITH!

~—

NOT IF YOU HAVE THE
RIGHT ATTITUDE! THE
ART INDUSTRY HAS
NOTHING TO DO WITH ART! I'M
JUST MOVING PRODUCT!

' BUT ISN'T THAT
DISHONEST?

Just follow these basic tips to start you on your way

to BIG BUCKS as an ART DEALER!

e REPEAT TO YOURSELF: IT"S ONLY A COMMODITY!
IT'S ONLY A COMMODITY!

e IN THE SELLING OF ART, DON’T NEGLECT THE ART
OF SELLING!

¢ VOLUME! VOLUME! VOLUME!

e USE CREATIVE PRODUCT TIE-INS! JULIAN

SCHNABEL CONDOMS (ouch)! KAREN FINLAY YAMS!

SPECIAL GUARANTEE FOR POLITICALLY CORRECT ARTISTS: This in no way conflicts
with the ongoing art strike, if you really think about it.

Fuck off
Avantguardist!

For how much longer must the under-
ground tolerate your elite, nepotistic en-
clave, your sacred art object economy,
your white male liberal guilt complex,
your public school masonic fraternity,
your fish fetish, your shaved heads, your
artist anal craft professionalism, your
adolescent narcissism, your psycho-in-
guistic gobbledegook, your cottage in
Provence, your rabid careerism, your
bogus radicalism, your half-naked lov-
ers, your intellectual bankruptey, your art
school tutorials, your intoxicated brown
nosing, your catholic opera cult, your
international bourgeois tourism, your
water rituals, your meaningful silence,
your statefunded cynicism, your sado-
masochistic posturing, your inability to
comprehend film as anything other than
your archaic fine arts mysticism, your
fields of wheat, your church-based instal-
lation worship, your desperate search for
marginality, your corrupt non-industry,
your contempt for anyone outside of your
pathetic clique, your boring, lazy,
unwatchable films, your computer video
masturbation, your insatiable egomania.
It was you who consigned the under-
ground fo twenty years of drivel, we've
had enough so fuck off.

The Exploding Cinema
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urn is what happens when you've been
B doing aproject for quite sometime. The
initial thrill has worn off long ago. The
intermediate stage, where things are getting big-
ger, you' re getting noticed, the number of people
who know of you is in the thousands, that’s
happenedtoo. Now it’ stothepoint whereyou are
sick of itall. Burniswhat youdo. Burnup, Burn
out, Burn off, Burn bright. Burn is a series of
strategies for dealing with success when you'd
really rather fail.

Success. Ambition is for yuppies. Careers
are impossible. But you've got an underground
career. Maybe you have a scrapbook of clip-
pings, or you've tried to ignore the mainstream
mediamentions. Y ouarefamous. Probably that’s
not what you set out to do, but it’s true. When
Newsweek or Interview or the Village Voicecalls
for aninterview, you are excited, but also cringe.
How badly will they messit up thistime?

Offering afinal interview before beginning a
mediablackout enforceable by death, acharacter
in Bruce Sterling’ snovel Islandsin the Net says,
“Weal so understand thefar moreinsidiousthreat
that you pose, with your armies of cameramen.
We don’t want your world. We don’t respect
your valuesand we don't careto betouched. We
are not atourist attraction—we are arevolution,
not azoo. Wewill not betamed or assimilated. By
your very nature, by your very presence, you
would force assimilation on us. That will not be
allowed.”

Some groups refuse to talk to mainstream
media. Articlessaying that agroupisnot talking
tothemediadon’t work to get messagesout. We
can’t control themedia, but we haveto find ways
to communicate with minimum distortion. De-

mand to have your press releases printed verba-
tim. Speak only under the condition that your
address will be printed. Burn the press.

It'stoo much work. Sending zinesto stores,
going on tours, trying to line up gallery shows.
All thiswork, and little appreciation. Figure out
what parts you don’t like doing, and decide if
they're really necessary to your project. You
don’t really owe anyone anything. Burn your
subscription list.

Y ou’ vedecidedtoquit completely . Don’ tthe
reasonsyou started inthefirst placetill exist? If
your project has unleashed demons, Burn this
project, but start another to put them to rest.
You're too valuable to leave us without your
voice.

If your projectisgeneral, makeit specialized.
If too many peopleareinterested, Burnitdown so
only specifically interested people stay.

If you hate being aone-person mailroom, get
a distributor, or even a publisher. You'll have
new headachesto deal with. Or hireshitworkers.
Raise the cover price to pay them. Nobody
appreciatesthelow priceyou charge. Selling out
is not a dirty word. The people who buy your
product are just consumers. Y ou are not single-
handedly destroying Capitalism. Y ou deserveto
make a profit. Burn headaches.

In notesto Big Black’ s Songs About Fucking
Steve Albini writes, “Hey, breaking upisanidea
that has occurred to far too few groups. Some-
times to the wrong ones.” Once again, if your
project istoo generic, Burnit. Burn mediocrity.

Everyonewho’ snow doing something should
quit for a while and let other people have a
chance. The same people adways tak in class.
Art Strike, any one? Or maybe all men should

shut up for a decade or so. Burn loudmouths.

Figure out when the last time you enjoyed
your project was. Maybeseveral yearsago. Scale
your project back to that point. If you feel you
have a commitment to your current level of in-
volvement, try theoldlevel just asan experiment.
Get back to your roots. Prune. Burn back.

Does this take too much time? Do a project
you candoinaday, inan hour, inaminute. Flash
Burn.

If you're still enjoying your self, don’t make
these mistakes. Too many people have done a
good issue of a zine by themselves but want
contributors. People have a band and want a
recording contract. What ever happened to just
having fun, not a career? Soon enough, you'll
have nostalgia for today. Burn ambition.

Don’t Burn out. Just say no to overcommit-
ment. Stay at areasonablelevel of involvement.
Don't have acrisis. Don’t keep doing the same
thing until you get bored; change it to maintain
your interest. Be unpredictable. Don't be a
mediaslut or amediaslave. Do something new.

What thefuck do | know? Don'tlistentome.
Who died and made me queen? 1’m no expert.
I’m just laying out some strategies | want to try,
away to keep going, away to not be a casualty.
| want to keep doing this for along time. The
world is always ending soon, but they keep put-
ting it off. | don't want to go back to nothing,
which iswhat | had before. Find away to avoid
complacency, redundancy, monotony. Find a
way to keep it fresh. Find my sense of humor
again. Find my sense of fun again. Regain my
enthusiasm. To Burn: thisworks for me.

BurnisaBurn. Burn has no distribution, no
commitment, no issues, no pride, no address, no
contributors, no poetry, no poalitics, no music, no
sex, no humor, no collage, no art, no comics, no
ads, no rates, no respect, no stickers, no gim-
micks, no letters, no gossip, no interviews, no
reviews, notypos, nologo, nodesign, nocomput-
ers, no editors, no type, no pages. [ANON.
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Art Strike Interview:

Tony Lowes Interviewed by Gerry Ryan, Irish Radio, November 19, 1989

GR: Good morning, Tony.

TL: Good morning, Gerry.

GR: Now, can you take us back to afew months ago when you were on to
us first. Explain what the global art strike is or what it will be and what
the objectives of this exercise are.

0 n May 1, 1991, students at the University of lowa School of Art
and Art History held a one-hour rally, which they called an “Art
Strike.” Their purpose in doing this was to protest funding cuts that
would reduce the number of teaching assistantships available, and
therefore reduce the number of sections available to students in a
number of courses. These cuts would also affect the material quality
of some courses offered by forestalling indefinitely purchases of new

TL: Well, | think you cantakeit
in on three different levels,

equipment, as well as re-
ducingthe overall resources

Gerry. Thefirst onewould be SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE available to teaching.
the literal level that you are o YAWN staged an infil-
talking about, where you Hﬂ'}' 1, 1991 Ne27 tration of the event by pass-

might havepicketsoutsidethe
LouvreinParis. Thenextlevel
you cantakeit on, whichalot
of people do, iswhat we call
the etymological argument.
That means that we're actu-
alyjusttalkingabouttheword
art itself. As we change the
name of our activity then we
can go on doing it. So politi-
cal art doesn’t count because
it sdifferent, and performance
artisn'trealy art becauseit’s
street art, or somebody’s art
isn'treally artandthey cango
ondoingit becausethey don’'t
use the gallery system. The
etymological argument isthe
one | cdl the cop-out argu-
ment. | don’t think that get us
very far. And then there's a
third level. It' swhat they call
the utopian, the poetic level.
That' stheideathat if just one
man goesonstrike, if theidea
isright, and the time is right
thissingleact will createlittle
ripples that could ultimately
grow and grow until they
could bring downthewallsof
the Pentagon itself.

GR: What is the object of the

WHEN YOU FACE UP TO THE FACT THAT THE TRADITIOMAL ROLE OF THE ARTIST

WHY STRIKE

I5 NO LONGER VERY USEFUL, A WHOLE NEW LEVEL OF FREEDOM BECOMES

FOR ONE DAY

POSSIBLE. YOU CAN BEGIN TO AFPLY CREATIVITY TO DAILY LIFE, RATHER THAN TO THE

WHEN YOU

INSULAR, WEAK REALM OF ART, WHICH SUPPLIES US 'WITH FUCKERING SHADOWS

CAN STRIKE

WHEN THERE IS A WORLD OF PROBLEMS TO BE COMNFROIMNTED. ART MAKING 15 NOT IN

FOR LIFE?

TSELF A SUFFICIEMT RESPOMSE TO SOCIAL CRISES. REJECT ART. EMBRACE LFE.

ing out copies of the leaflet
reproduced here. Although
YAWN is not opposed to the
activists tactics of the stu-
dents who proposed this “Art
Strike,” it is felt that some-
thing more is needed. We
feel that the art academy is
already morally and ideologi-
cally impoverished through
its de facto support of the
mechanisms of power that
the arts buttress. The aca-
demy’s role as a manufactu-
rer of roles that art students
learn to play, as well as pro-
pagator of belief systems
that encourage “artists” to
be mouthpieces for domi-
nant cultural attitudes, lead
us at YAWN to think that the
material impoverishment of
art schools—and all similar
institutions—is in all our
best interests.

When art students are
no longer nurtured by the
sheltering womb of acade-

exercise?
TL: What wearetryingtodois
to get people to think about

YAWN, P.O._ Box 227, lowa Cily IA 52244

mia and are forced to con-
front the real, challenging
issues at play in contempo-

the position that art has taken in our society.

GR: And by art you're generally referring to hangs, stands, falls, sits, or
dlidesin agallery, | think, aren’t you?

TL: | think that’s the easiest way to start with it, certainly. That's a very
clearly identifiable territory. And that’s the territory where you end up
with a self-perpetuating elite who are declaring what art is.

GR: You don’t like these guys too much, sure you don’t.

TL: Ohno, it'snothing like that Gerry, not at al. | was an artist myself for
years.

GR: You don’t really like what they’re trying to foist on the public?

TL: It's not even so much that. It's just that | think we have al grown to
accept that art has even taken over fromreligioninour lives. The [over

rary culture, they can begin
to realize a really meaningful mode of production. When art students
are cast aside by the institutions that have so long mined them as a
resource for constructing theillusion of their own legitimacy, serving
in the end only that institution’s entrenched agenda of producing
widespread alienation and endemic boredom, these students are
finally free to chart their own course. When art students refuse their
role as the interior decorators of social conscience, distracting our
gaze from important problems facing all of us, then we can begin to
build. It's about time for this to happen, long after the rest of us have
stood up, collected our coats and gone home.
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ideathat the individual could create something, that we should worship
what a man can do, with the concept of genius, with the concept of
individuality, maybe thisis one of the things that led our world into the
state that it'sin now.

GR: Ohyes?

TL: Yes, right! If you start taking away the Renai ssanceides, or theideaof
identity, the idea that one man’s separate from another, then you start
thinking that perhapswe should start something el seinstead. We should
place perhaps common good there, we should reconsider what we have
ended up with.

GR: O.k. right, now | don’t mean to be simplistic about this becauseyou're
aman of great articulation. Y ou’ reaman who hasobviously thought alot
about this. I'm going to try and make what you' re saying simple. Attack
me if you want! What you're really saying is that we have elevated a
certain section of art, or theexpression of art, or thefeeling of art, wehave
elevatedittosuchacultlevel and suchalevel of idolatry, thatit’ smorally

GR: That'savery good question. Y eah.

TL: Ok.

GR: Right, I’'m with you.

TL: Ok.

GR: Right, | know what you're talking about. O.k., Tony, how can wein
Ireland take part in this Art Strike if we are moved to do so?

TL: Well, we can try and reach the artistsfirst of al, | think. Because they
are actually decent people, aimost all of them got into art because they
believed they could do something good. And we are now stuck in a
situation wherethey aren’t and we aren’t and if we can reach that, and if
we can get the word around that there is an alternative way to look at
things, then we can start the business. But at the moment my problemis
reachingtheartists. Andif thereare any of them out therewhowould like
information about this, | wish they would get in touch with me.

GR: Now, you have an Art Strike Hotline?

TL: | have a 24-hour-a-day Art Strike Hotline. It's 027-73025.

unacceptable. That what we
should be really doing, we

should be really placing the YAWM
common interest or as you May 1 1961
put it the common good (i.e. NE2T .

everybody’ s hopes and aspi-
rations, the desire to not be
without employment, tohave
enough food in your belly),
you should put that kind of
thingupthere. Andweshould
worship the conquering of
evil in poverty, and hunger,
before art.

TL: Absolutely. But | think you
can go on with that and say,
o.k., if we are going to stick
this stuff up on art galery
walls, if wearegoingto have
this art world here, what we
aredoing at the sametimeis
turning around to another
man and saying, ook, you're
not as good. You're not an
artist. Y ou can't expect these
things, you don’t have these
things within you, and that
kind of argument is €litist.
And that kind of argument
leads to all sorts of trouble.

GR: Maybe it's just a fact of
life. Maybe this elitist status
exists, or maybe these elitist
argumentsexist and they just
are.

TL: They are because every-
body agrees with them!

GR: But of course, I'm never
going to be ableto paint like
Michelangelo, never ever

GR: Now, let us suppose that
your sentimentsarereceived
by sympathetic ears this
morning, in some quarters.
People are going to turn
around to you and say, hold
on asecond, does this mean
theobliteration of art?Artis
important, itisavery neces-
sary outlet. I’ sanimportant
expression of mankind’s
spirit. Surely we're not go-
ing to destroy this entirely?

TL: We're not going about de-
stroying anything, as far as
I’mconcerned. No, | entirely
agree with that. | think one
of the misconceptions is
whenpeoplesay, 0.k.you're
going on an art strike for
three years. What are you
going to do? Where's this
creative stuff going to go?
The answer is that life dur-
ingtheArt Strikeisgoing to
be more creative, not less. |

VAWN listened to a tape of atesti-

P.O. Box 227 monial evening that was
owa Ci doneinthe States, and there

l CHY 1A was a woman who got up
52244 there and said she'd come

across this information a
couple years ago, and she
% had because of a number of
- different factors, not just
(]
L ]

LA fgy
% /% oy
y w4

what we' vebeen saying, she
had givenupart, and shehad
gottenback athousandtimes
over what she was putting
into art before.

going to be able to sculpt
something, | couldn’t draw a matchstick man. That's afact of life.

TL: O.k., which is more important to you; the Sistine Chapel or your
daughter’s food?

GR: My daughter’s food.

TL: O.k., now why isn’t that true of everyone in the world?

GR: That’s agood question.

GR: But there is a happy bal-
anceto be struck. Thereisabalance that we should achieve, isn’t there?

TL: Well, no, | just think at the moment art isn’t up on thelist. Maybe one
day when we sort things out, maybe one day when we have theright to,
we can come back and start hanging stuff on the walls again, but not the
way things are, Gerry.

GR: O.k. Tony Lowes, thank you, good morning.

TL: Ok. [end
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[t’s Inevitable

1990-1993

the years without art

SONGS OF
THE ART STRIKE

I.
Germany sang adirge.
Russia played a beautiful symphony.
Latin rhythms are more up tempo.
The United States sat in stoney silence.

Il.
Night is dark.
All you can see is the moon.
Most people are asleep in their beds.
Anyone outside is suspicious.

II.
Thiscity’s acemetery.
And I’m buried beneath it.
I’ll never get out.
I’m adead duck.

V.
In New Y ork they call me a psycho.
InL.A. they call me abum.
In Kansas they say I’'m adog.
I’m thinking of moving to Denver.

V.

A magazine published a humorous collage.

There was nothing objectionable about it.

Someone passed alaw saying it was acrime.

Later Mr. Clean was arrested for child
molestation.

T. Hibbard

l

Music
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The War
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Catechism of the Artist

Principles by which the artist must be guided.

everything is moral which assists the triumph
of the Arts. Immoral and criminal is everything
which stands in its way.

ere
T

obligations towards his comrade is determined
only by the degree of usefulness in the practical
work of total artistic creation.

(1) The artist is a dedicated man. He has no  (5) He must discipline himself to endure torture.  (8) Amongst the conditions necessary for any Art
interests of his own, no feelings, no The artist is a dedicated man, obedient towards Movement to commence its activism are:
attachments, no belongings, not even a name. the state and the whole of educated society in (a) the formation of dens;

Everything in him is absorbed by a single general; and he must expect no mercy from (b) theinfiltration of its clever and practical men
exclusive interest, a single thought, a single them either. into the milieu of peddlers, bakers, etc.;
passion: The Arts. (6) Hard towards himself, he must be hard towards (c) knowledge of the town gossips, prostitutes,

(2) Inthe very depths of his being, not only in his others also. All the tender and effeminate and other private (means) of gathering and
words but also in his deeds, he has broken every emotions of kinship, friendship, love, gratitude dissemination of rumours;
tie with the civil order, and the entire cultured and even honour must be stifled in him by a (d) knowledge of the police and the world of
world, with all its laws, proprieties, social cold and single-minded passion for The Arts. old clerks;
conventions and its ethical rules. He is an There exists for him only one delight, one (e) establishment of relationships with the so-
implacable enemy of this world, and if he consolation, one reward and one gratification called criminal elements of society;
continues to live in it, that is only to decorate it — the success of The Arts. Night and day he (f) influence over high-ranking persons
more effectively. must have but one thought, one aim — through their womenfolk;

(3) The artist despises all doctrinairism and has merciless defecation. In cold-blooded and (g9) continual pontification by all possible
rejected the mundane sciences, leaving them tireless pursuit of this aim, he must be prepared means;
to future generations. He knows of only one to die himself and to destroy with his own hands (h) an in-depth knowledge of at least one
science, the science of delusion. To this end, everything that stands in the way of his artistic eastern or pagan religion; i.e., Tai-chi,
and to this end alone, he will study mechanics, achievements. Tibetan finger-twiddling, or Welsh table-
physics, chemistry and perhaps medicine. (7) The artist considers his friend and holds dear tapping.

He despises public opinion. He despises and
abhors the existing social ethic in all its
manifestations and expression. For him,

only a person who has shown himself in
performance to be as much an artist as himself.
The extent of his friendship, devotion and other
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The Categorical is Not So Imperative

“Today art no longer creates anything but the magic of its disappearance.”
—Jean Beaudrillard

Who couldn’t know by now that “art strike” is as phoney as a ONE
DOLLARBILL! Itclaimstobe“abadidea’ and badideasarethefinest
art of our age! If you've heard of ART STRIKE—then it’sdoneitsart
well, and of course, is self-nullifying. If you haven't heard of ART
STRIKE, only thenistheretruly an art STRIKE—but, it hasn't MADE
ITS POINT—a point it couldn’t possibly have, because, (to you) it
doesn’'t EXIST! Either/orway ART STRIKEisanartistically nullifying
song and dance. A dancethat reeksof the” CON” of CONceptual ART!

WE KNOW—THE “TRUTH" NEVER WAS.

Art Strikeisthe best recuperative effort for Asthetic Domination.
A manic onslaught of “art” discussion may accomplish SOMETHING
but it will never accomplish NOTHING; or create the vacuum that Art
Strike claims to be. After al its arguMental bombardment, Art Strike
subtly implies a finer and more scrutinous eye toward—WHAT?>—
ART! Artthat will still thriveafter Art Strike stopswhat it hasallegedly
stopped doing already. Inactivates its INACTIVITY! Art Strike even
carriesitsown assthetic “ point of view” (agiveninall “arts’). It betrays
its MESSAGE by projecting optimism (for a brighter art future?)

through its hol(e)y shroud of DOUBLE NEGATIVE DE-ACTIVITY.
Somuch ANALysisand lingual PROBEing of the“IDLE IDEOLOGY
of ART” bespeaks an “artistic” flair for “CREATIVE INVESTIGA-
TION” borderingon obsession—and obsessiveinvestigationALWAY S
“INVEST”s more than it detracts. As a matter of fact, shouldn’t Art
Strikers be DeTracting a little more, instead of issuing SO MANY
TRACTS?

THE “TRUTH" NEVER WAS—IT HAS ALWAYS NEVER BEEN!

Art Strike portends that IDEAS will pull us from this malevolent
mediation of “Inauthentic Existence.” ITSIDEAS! Of course! Yet Art
Strike should “create” NO IDEASs in that ideas are the (aleged)
CURRENCY OF ART! ThisIntellectual Battling, rife with relentless
philatelic finalities, merely assumesthat “TRUTH” isafeat of exhaus-
tion. Who getsto writethe LAST WORD on Art Strike's picket sign?
A picket signthat will (no doubt) settleina“mail art” show somewhere.

AND THAT'S THE TRUTH! WE KNOW—THE “TRUTH" NEVER WAS.

Art Strikeisan “artistic” rationalization of MASS ENNUI! [t
suffers the same problematic as its close pal—literary “decon-
struction.” IT ERECTS moreto wadethrough. ART STRIKE isthe
eternal yammering that only speaks over and over about how it it
going to SHUT UP. '93 will actually be the beginning of the Art
Strike because that’s when the “ART STRIKE” will truly SHUT
UP!

Are Art Strikers painting with NOTHING on their brush?

ISITSPICKET SIGN JUST A “FREAKY FRESCO"?

WE KNOW THE “TRUTH"—THE “TRUTH" NEVER WAS!

The games and the “yawning” will end in’93. Then it's time to
ABOLISH ART! Becauseoncewehaveabolished art, REVOLUTION
will bethe only art left!

ART ABOLITION COMMITTEE
'93—-00

Poetic Terrorism

The audience reaction or &sthetic shock produced
by PT ought to be at least as strong as the emotion
of terro—powerful disgust, sexual arousal, super-
stitious awe, sudden intuitive breakthrough,
dadaesque angst—no matter whether the PT is
aimed one person or many, no matter whether it is
“signed” or anonymous, if it does not change
someone’s life (aside from the artist) it fails.

PT is an act in a Theater of Cruelty which has
no stage, no rows of seats, no tickets and no walls.
It order to work at all PT must categorically be
divorced from all conventional structures for art
consumption (galleries, publications, media). Even
the guerilla Situationist tactics of street theater are
perhaps to well known and expected now.

An exquisite seduction carried out not only in
the cause of mutual satisfaction but also as a con-
scious act in a deliberately beautiful life may be the
ultimate PT. The PTerrorist behaves like a confi-

dence-trickster whose aimis not money but change.

Don’t do PT for other artists, do it for people
who will not realize (at least for afew moments) that
what you have done is art. Avoid recognizable art-
categories, avoid politics, don’t stick around to
argue, don’t be sentimental; be ruthless, take risks,
vandalize only what mustbe defaced, do something
children will remember all their lives—but don’t be
spontaneous unless the PT muse has possessed
you.

Dress up. Leave a false name. Be legendary.
The best PT is against the law, but don’t get caught.
Art as crime; crime as art.

Weird dancing in all-night computer banking
lobbies. Unauthorized pyrotechnic displays. Land-
art, earthworks as bizarre alien artifacts strewn in
state parks. Burglarize houses but instead of steal-
ing, leave Poetic-terrorist objects. Kidnap someone
and make them happy.

Pick someone at random and convince them
they’re the heir to an enormous, useless and amaz-
ing fortune—say 5000 square miles of Antarctica,
or an aging circus elephant, or an orphanage in

Bombay, or a collection of alchemical manuscripts.
Later they will come to realize that for a few mo-
ments they believed in something extraordinary,
and will perhaps be driven as a result to seek out
some more intense mode of existence.

Boltup brass commemorative plaguesin places
(public or private) where you have experienced
revelation or had a particularly fulfilling sexual expe-
rience, etc.

Go naked for a sign.

Organize a strike in your school or workplace
on the grounds that it does not satisfy your need for
indolence and spiritual beauty.

Grafitti-art loaned some grace to ugly subways
and rigid public monuments—PT art can also be
created for public places: poems scrawled in court-
house lavatories, small fetishes abandoned in parks
and restaurants, xerox art under windshield wipers
of parked cars, Big Character Slogans pasted on
playground walls, anonymous letters mailed at ran-
dom or chosen recipients (mail fraud), pirate radio
transmissions, wet cement...

—Hakim Bey
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Dear YAWN:

| doarttomakemyself feel very important. | haveasense, afear,
that | am hollow, that theworldishollow andwill collapseinonitsel f
at any minutewithout the steel girdersof Art to support thisdelicate
membrane. Art tellsmethat what | know isgood. Itisamirror upon
which | paint my greatest desire, imagining it to be my own
reflection. This is why the Art Strike is ultimately bad praxis.
Without thisspectacul ar surface, | would havetofacemy inner void.
Itisalmost asthough | fear the annihilation of my Self, that through
art | make myself. So please, |leave me alone. Show some modicum
of humanity and allow methe comfort of thisgilded cage, thiswell-
tailored curtain. | writewithtearsasl amtoo closetoall thisand must
now rest to regain my strength, and Godwilling, somesmall creative
spark. R. Fear, San Leandro CA

Notes on the Mail

Pleasenotethat theofficial YAWN addresshaschanged; all future
correnspondencewill be received at the new address, which isP.O.
Box 227, lowaCity 1A 52244. Mail will continue to be picked up at
the old address, albeit sporadically.

Several people have independently sent YAWN their “com-
ments’ onitsoutput intheform of envel opeswhichlook completely
normal on the outside, but upon inspection, reveal themselvesto be
completely empty. Such “creative” responses to the Art Strike,
althoughterseand perhapseven apt, dolittleto encouragethedialog
and debate which YAWN holdsis so necessary to help clarify our
current predicament. We will not berate these senders in print,
becausethey are, infact, doing something. But if they feel that there
is something “wrong” with the Art Strike (in)action—and there is
much that is—perhaps they could tell us what they fedl it is. On
the other hand, we at YAWN do tend to prefer these kinds of
pseudo-responses to the small packet of animal dung we received
the other week!

Keep reading; keep responding. [Ed.

Statement from the Montevideo ASAC

| think that art-strike aims to [...] the distortion of the artistic
expression. The language of “how it’s said” or of “ the authority
of who says it” or “how pretty the way it is said!” the elegance
of expression to the detriment of truth, serves only to smother
reality under alayer of words or signs, signals which are senseless
in the mayority of cases, in the sense of the interest of whoever is
using it, in our specific case, the capitalism-system seeking to
preserve itself.

Itis against this alienated artistic language that the “Inobjetal
Art” and the “Art-Strike” had arisen.

The art, without confusing end with means, could not develop
in the area of a defiled expression, the semantism of the lan-
guage, the function of which has been altered in order to serve
ends which are not its own.

Ifto this distortion we add the ambiguity of the elements of the
language (words, colours, sounds, efc.), the meanings of which
depend upon and are modified by the systems of reference, which
in turn are born upon (and born in) the ideologies which arise in
every social class, then we understand the importance attributed
to it by the prevailing system, to dominate every channel, whether
written or oral or artistic, through which it flows, as it thus ensures
the defermination of its values in preference to those which
workers’ activity or the activity of exploited sectors may generate.

| think that Art-Strike must recolocate the artistic means where
they can play a revolutionary role, to become weapons for the
struggle against the social injustice.

Clemete Padin

ASAC (Latin America)
C. de Correos 1211
Montevideo, Uruguay

Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1TN 3XX, England
ASAC (Eire), c/o Tony Lowes, Allihies, Bantry, West Cork, Ireland
Lang Thompson, P.O. Box 49604, Atlanta GA 30359
I.M.I., 617 N Upland St, Metairie LA 70003
Hakim Bey, P.O. Box 568, Brooklyn NY 11211
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SUPPLEMENT N°34a

Send Art Works on Vacation to
the

INTERNATIONAL

ART
DUMP
T-shirts

ﬁm?lcouwmm

.,‘ ﬁ--

*No Art Refused *Scavenging Welcome

Wear the emblem of The Post Hypnotic Insurgents & join the meetings of
the Art Dump Council at the proposed Strip-mine location. Under the
dome of night we use burning literature from Art-Strike to ignite pyres of
Art-Dump art, submitted to us from supporters world-wide.

We burn both Art & Art Strike, entwined and inseparable;
send your fuel and help illuminate alternatives.

CORRESPONDLNCE
CULTURAL WORKERS

Send Art, Donations, Inquiries or Orders to:
101 Niagara St., #32, Toronto, Ontario, CANADA

Archive at hﬁp://qun.defritus.net/
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N%34a

Send Art Works on Vacation to
the

INTERNATIONAL

A Joint Project of
Oxcart Marphologna & SEC

*No Art Refused

Affirmed by critical and popular support at the Art-Expo in Osaka, Japan, and
scholarly recognition in the International Art Press,
it is clear that Art-Dump addresses several pressing questions
of our time.

Under the dome of night we use burning literature from Art-Strike to ignite pyres of Art-
Dump art, submitted to us from supporters world-wide.

We burn both Art & Art Strike, entwined and inseparable;
send your fuel and help illuminate alternatives.

CULTURAL WORKERS

Send Art, Donations, Inquiries or Orders to:

Box 147, Stn. J, Toronto, Ontario, CANADA, M4J 4X8
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SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE N235
December 1, 1991

YAWN is a sporadic communiqué which seeks to provide a critical look at our culture in all its
manifestations. We welcome responses from readers, especially observations of a critical nature. Be
forewarned that anything sent may be considered for inclusion in a future issue without specific prior
notification. It is our policy not to attribute work, unless the content benefits from such attribution. YAWN
is a collective, mostly anonymous, effort. Contributors receive a copy of the YAWN in which their work is
used. Monetary donations are requested fo help defray the costs of publication. Subscriptions are available
for $10 (cash or unused stamps) for 25 issues. Archive at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

A Day Without Artists

General Statement

What started as a sincere observance of the absence from the cultural community
of all the artists who have died of AIDS has now degenerated into a hollow gesture
repeated ad nauseam every year into an unthinking ritual that no one would dare
notto observe. Once again, artists have responded to a crisis with a simulacrum—
a pseudo-absence—and have reduced all legitimate concern we might have for
PWAs (persons with AIDS) and those who are HIV-positive to mere appreciation
of a futile esthetic gesture.

December 1st has therefore become a day without absence: the absence of
thousands of artists, and the absence of what they would have continued to create.
By having a day without art without absence, we are in fact having nothing at all.
It is for these reasons that the Aggressive School of Cultural Workers, lowa
Chapter, has declared December 1, 1991, to be A Day Without Artists and A Day
Without Museums.

Day Without Art Exhibition

What the Day Without Art Exhibition memorializes is the empty space left by all
artists who had died of AIDS. How then can its organizers have the audacity to try
to fill up this space with more art created specifically for a day without art? Public
awareness of AIDS has already risen dramatically in the wake of Magic Johnson’s
announcement that he is HIV-positive, so we cannot conclude that raising public
awareness is an important goal of this exhibit. Let’s recognize this exhibit for what
itis: acynical career move riding on the backs of every artist who has died of AIDS.
The organizers of the Day Without Art Exhibition are trying to give their work a
politically correct cachet while simultaneously padding their resumes.

v Furthermore, an art exhibit in commemoration of AIDS victims and the creative
vacuum caused by those now departed amounts to little more than a denial of their
deaths.

v To have left the walls of the Checkered Space empty and blank would have been a
much more fitting testimonial to the loss of all persons, artists and non-artists alike,
taken by AIDS. We must feel the pain of their absence.

YAWN Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN

P.O. Box 227 RN o 163 s 315
lowa C”y IA ALL COPYING AND REPUBLICATION OF YAWN
52242 OR EXCERPTS THEREFROM IS PERMITTED AND ENCOURAGED
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December 1, 1991
A Day Without Museums

‘h General Statement
What started as a sincere observance of the absence from the cultural community of all the artists
who have died of AIDS has now degenerated into a hollow gesture repeated ad nauseam every year
into an unthinking ritual that no one would dare not to observe. Once again, artists have responded
to a crisis with a simulacrum—a pseudo-absence—and have reduced all legitimate concern we
might have for PWAs and those who are HIV-positive to mere appreciation of an esthetic gesture.
December 1st has therefore become a day without absence: the absence of thousands of artists,
and the absence of what they would have continued to create. By having a day without art without
absence, we are in fact having nothing at all.
Itis for these reasons that the Aggressive School of Cultural Workers, lowa Chapter, has declared
December 1, 1991, to be A Day Without Museums and A Day Without Artists.

University of lowa Museum of Art
The Aggressive School of Cultural Workers, lowa Chapter, has decided that this year it is time to
act up in the face of the University Museum’s token observances of A Day Without Art.
It is not enough to cloak some boring old pictures with a piece of black cloth, or to pin up some
pathetic participatory statements, while at the same time continue with business as usual. We
single out this museum as a matter of local practicality, but this action is directed at all institutions
that have made and are making similar empty gestures in this observance.
Art museums and similar institutions have already become nothing more than mausoleums for
dead art. In this sense, the Gregorian chants which are to be sung in the museum today serve as
afittingly ironic testimony to the “service” the museum offers to this community as a reliquary for
sacred objects of the past.
It is for these reasons that we have locked the doors of the Museum of Art. These chains are not
intended to actually stop anyone from getting into the museum. Rather, they create a situation
where entry must be forceably obtained, and where gathering at this museum cannot be done
without confronting the reality we have created. Business as usual cannot be permitted in light of
the unrelenting tragedy of AIDS. This is our attempt to make this observance of A Day without Art
felt confrontationally and to spur reconsideration and debate as to what really constitutes an
appropriate response to this crisis.
Like the chains on these doors, the chains of silence surrounding the AIDS epidemic must be
broken. For too long this silence has kept AIDS and its victims in the closet, afraid to admit they
have the disease or that they carry it, and afraid to speak out on their own behalf.



SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE N236
December 15, 1991

YAWN is a sporadic newsletter which seeks to offer a critical look at our culture in all its forms. Responses
and submissions from readers are welcome and encouraged, especially critical observations about cultural
institutions and seldom challenged principles concerning culture. Anything sent may be considered for
inclusion in a future issue without speciﬁc prior notification. YAWN strives to be a collective, mostly
anonymous, exchange-driven effort. Responses of any kind will be met reciprocally in the following manner:
the respondant will receive those materials appearing in the next bulk mailing. Subscriptions to YAWN are
available for $10 for 25 issues. YAWN is archived at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

Action for A DAY WITHOUT ART without Absence

approximately 2:00 AM, the AGGRESSIVE

SCHOOL OF CULTURAL WORKERS, I0WA
CHAPTER, forced a temporary delay in opening
the University of lowa Museum of Art.

Using a length of strong chain and a steel
padlock, the front doors to the museum were
chained, and then locked shut. A text explain-
ing the action was posted above and to either
side of the chained door handles.

The gesture was symbolic, as well as
practical.

As a symbolic act, it commented on the
hypocrisy of AIDS commemorations that used
art on a day the museum was supposedly
observingas “ADay Without Art.” Inresponse,
the ASCW-IA declared December 1 to be “A
Day Without Museums.”

As a practical act, it created a situation
whereby anyone wishing to enter the museum
to contemplate art on this day would have to

0 n the morning of December 1, 1991, at

Show.” Such an absurdity could not go un-
challenged; our grievance was tersely stated
and published as YAWN n%30, which was
profusely distributed. In it, we declared De-
cember 1 to be “A Day Without Artists.”

All responses to this action by the ASCW-
|A were in hearsay form; none of the perpetra-
tors remained at the scene after the lock and
posters were in place. Apparently, the mu-
seum guards were perplexed and mildly pan-
icked; a museum employee remarked that we
had given them something to actually do. The
chain and lock were removed without diffi-
culty, and one report had Campus Security
driving off with the objects as if they were
suspects.

Attempts were made to turn the tables on
both actions.

Members ofthe ASCW-1Awere approached
a few weeks later by an employee of the
Museum of Art, asking for a photograph docu-

forcibly enter by first cutting the chain. At the very least, those people  menting our action, “for the collection.” Apparently our gesture only
entering the museum immediately after the cutting of the chain would  made sense tothemasawork of art rather than a protest. This employee

be robbed momentarily of their complacency.

went on to offer the museum’s services in helping to plan next year’s

Inaddition to our action at the museum, the ASCW-IAalso leafletted ~ ASCW-1A“Day Without Art” action. We listened politely but our patience
anexhibitinthe neighboring Art Building entitled, “A Day Without ArtArt  was wearing thin at this attempt at recuperating our gesture.

Y
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Coburd Workers i Support of
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We will use what we’ve learned from
this situation and move forward.
[N©, ASCW-IA
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Notes Toward Implementing a Discussion

Overthe Merits of Graffiti

Street scratchings and scrawlings have
value beyond their immediate property
reduction value (an attack on the physical
property of theruling class). Graffiti isoutside
of the commodity dominated culture
industry. Itexistsasatruefolk art, atruegust
of creativity inasociety that forcescreativity
down the channels of commodity
consumption: the ideal of noble assthetic:
“good taste.”

Graffiti is a mode of expression that
standsoutside of “art”: it isnot created to
generate capital but to express ideas and
to undermine property values. These fac-
torsqualify graffiti asimportant aswell as
alternative. (“Art” isso often confused as
being “radical” or is confused as a “cri-
tique,” wheninfactitissimply propagan-
da designed to justify Capital and the
State, no more no less). Graffiti isat odds
with capital andisnot limited tothe*“ free-
doms” of the “art world.”

Do musical groupsexist outside the con-
fines of advertising?

Does the sound receive any attention, or

isit only accepted after the image has been
considered? (Information transmitted
through advertising to the sense registers.)

Graffiti asadvertising medium (note 70s
rock star enamored of european “political”
slogans who used the medium to promote
his1974 LP). Y et, asin the case of apresent
new york rock ensemble who also use graf-
fiti as an advertising medium, the use of
“political” slogans to jar and stimulate the
casual observer (read: target audience). Not
every cloud of spray paint is spent on a
trademarked logo or an identifying name
(unlikethe Philadelphia“aternative’ group
that can say nothing but their name on the
walls of the city, reinforcing the division
between producer and consumer (rock star
and fan) (pointing them out specifically
would only further advertisetheir “cau$e”).

Graffiti is the one medium of which we
can be sure.

Your participation in this project is
essential: 1) An interest in dialogue; 2)
An interest in the application of these
procedures.

[Grudgefuck, P.O. Box 13180, Jersey City NJ 07303 (1989)

Good Taste is the Chief

Enemy f Creativity

*Go Go Go This is It This is It

sImprovisation is Better Than Planning

*Notice What You're Noticing

«Participate in the Creation of Ruins

*QOperate Outside The Paradigm

The Avant Garde is Obsolete 1

‘THE MAP IS NOT THE TERRITORY
YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN CENSORSHIP WORKS

E.T-N

Gaton’ Axie A Brake Parts

freedomring.

949

Wednesday, 1991, July
Kansas
To Whom It May Concern;

| have written you what | think is bad
about the Art Srike: that the only damageit
hasdoneisto Artists. Itseffect isthesameas
an “ overstocked” rejection dlip.

Butdon’t for get to say what isgood about
the Art Strike. It is encouragingly in the
Dadaist tradition: A call to action; a mili-
tant rejection of thingsasthey are. Anupris-
ing by suppressed, unjustly used portionsor
factions against factions that do not belong
inthe positions of decision-making that they
occupy.

The Art Strike’ smain weaknessisthat it
is not an advance but a retreat. For one
thing, it hasfailed to nameits objectivesand
targets. What are its targets? Grant-giving
organizationsonanylevel,in-bredandfrivo-
lous and which pander to sensationalism.
The business world which only looks down
onArt. Politicianswhose corruptioniswell-
known and who feel safely out of reach of
exposure. Criticswho serve themselves and
slander what is good. Editorswho suppress
the best Art they come across and publish
what they think will forever muddle the pic-

ture. The U.S Post Office which is a parasite off the energies of
struggling Artists. Worthlessliterary magaznes. Fascism, Commu-
nismandall other “ smellylittleorthodoxies” whoseonly effectisto
hinder expression of the truth. Insistence.

Thestruggleof the Artist will always be the same. No permanent
gainscanbemadeor should besoughtinthe Art Srike. *“ Permanent
gains’ will only become obstacles to future Artists. The aim of the
Art Strike should be specific gains for the participating Artists:
Increasein wages, exposure, fringe benefits. The call should be for
intensification of activity, in some cases, with limited polemical
aims. Exhibits, Be-ins, happenings, broadsides, parties, picnics,
love-ins, hot dogs, watermellons, publicity, leaflets, Bible studies,
benefits, church bazaars, garage sales.

Reinstate* PhotoStatic!” magazne. Changethe name of the Art
Srike newsletter from* Yawn” to “ Insurgency” or “ Ticked.” Let

Sncerely,
Jimmy the Jumper

(T. Hibbard, Wichita)

ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1TN 3XX, England
Subspace, 221 W. Benton St., lowa City IA 52246, USA
The Stranger, P.O. Box 31848, Seattle WA 98103, USA
Grudgefuck, P.O. Box 13180, Jersey City NJ 07303, USA
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SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE
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YAWN is a sporadic newsletter which seeks to offer a critical look at our culture in all its forms. Responses
and submissions from readers are welcome and encouraged, especially critical observations about cultural
institutions and seldom challenged principles concerning culture. Anything sent may be considered for
inclusion in a future issue without speciﬁc prior notification. YAWN strives to be a collective, mostly
anonymous, exchange-driven effort. Responses of any kind will be met reciprocally in the following manner:
the respondant will receive those materials appearing in the next bulk mailing. Subscriptions to YAWN are
available for $10 for 25 issues. YAWN is archived at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

N°37

When Blowing the Strike is Striking the Blow

HERE' SA LOT TO BE SAID FOR THE ART STRIKE, Whichisjust as

well, since between 1990 and 1993 nothing can be written
T or painted or performed in its support. There's something

to be said against it, too—no time limit here—and plenty
of room for dissent.

Art Strike propagandaclaimsthat the artists’ strikewill havethe
effect of bringingtheclassstruggletotheartisticrealm. It arguesthat
themost radical art and themost critical artistsare actually support-
ing capitalist socia relations even when they purport to subvert
them; artistic practice must therefore cease since it stabilises and
nourishes the social relations its more oppositional forms claim to
contest.

Thisargument isakinto awider challenge made by postmodern
philosophers such as Baudrillard, who argue that criticism is no
longer possible and that the only efficient way of dissenting from
capitalist society is to commit suicide. The Art Srike Handbook
quotes Baudrillard:

Modern art wishes to be negative, critical, innovative and a
perpetually surpassing, as well asimmediately (or almost) assimi-
lated, accepted, integrated, consumed. One must surrender to the

evidence: art no longer contests anything. If it ever did. Revolt is
isolated, the malediction consumed. *

Any active dissent can be commaodified, turned into a product
useful for the mai ntenance of capitalism. The slogansof revolution-
ary politics are used to sell bank accounts, the painting that chal-
lenges beauty and formisplaced in the gallery whereits beauty and
form are admired and valued and bought and sold; the biting poem
is read on the radio to accompany the liberal critics' display of
sorrow at thestate of theworld. Whatever issaid against can bemade
to speak for, and like any weapon, art can be turned against those
who useit.

The art strikers have emerged out of atradition of avant-garde
culture which has recognised these problems and continually agi-
tates against what it has defined as the recuperation of criticism. In
differentways, theDadaists, Surrealistsand Situationists, all realised
that anything they produced could be integrated into the structures
they opposed. Whatever doesn’t kill power iskilled by it.2

Thusthe Dadaistswatched their anti-art worksbeing categorised
asworks of art, and aimed their whole project at the evasion of this
recuperation. After five years of agitation against capital, war and

1 Jean Baudrillard, excerpted from For a Critique of the Political Economy
of the Sign. From: Stewart Home, ed., Art Srike Handbook. Sabotage
Editions, London, U.K., 1989. p. 38.

2 Mustapha K hayati, Captive Words: Prefaceto a Stuationist Dictionary.
From: Ken Knabb, ed., Stuationist International Anthology. Bureau of
Public Secrets, Berkeley, Calif., 1981. p. 171.

morality, they reached an impasse of suicide or silence. Everything
they madeor said or wrotewasturned againstitscritical purposeand
used against them. Sothey scrappedthewholeproject. Ineffect, like
the cultural workers of the 1980s, they decided to go on strike.

The Dadaists|eft alegacy which hasindeed been recuperated in
theform of commaodified works of art, the use of their techniques of
collage and photomontage in advertisements, and the presentation
of their work in coffee table books and university seminars. They
were right to believe that this was inevitable as long as they were
merely producing, and not controlling the means of production. But
ontheway, they did constituteachallengeto bourgeoismorality, the
philosophical assumptions on which it was based and the propa-
gandaof the First World War which legitimated its brutality. In the
endthey felt that their subversionsof established valuesweremerely
contributing to the culture they wished to destroy. The question
became one of whether their participation outweighed their silence
as the most effective weapon. It was not a matter of giving up the
struggle, but the use of giving up as ameans of struggle.

Liketheart strikers, the Dadai stsrecogni sed that both art and the
artist are as guilty in their participation as any other commodity or
worker. This perspective hasfar more validity than that adopted by
Marcuse and Adorno, who argued that the Dadaist project was
misguidedinitsattackson conventional art. They considered that art
has an autonomy and distance from capitalist relations which must
be preserved rather than undermined; art bears an essential negativ-
ity derived fromits peculiar Form; itsrearrangements of reality are
conducted on principles of order quite alien to those of capitalism.
This Form renders art a“refuge and a vantage point from which to
denounce the reality established through domination.”?

Although Adorno and Marcuse criticised the anti-artists for
attacking artistic Form, they concurred with the avant-garde aim of
ending the distinction between art and the rest of reality. Indeed,
Marcuse wished to see asociety organised according to the assthetic
principles he saw preserved in art. But they both argued that the
achievement of this integration was not atask in which artists can
participate. Art must remaininarealm inwhich calm reflection can
remind us of the truths of an authentic life which will be achieved
after the revolution.

Expressing their rejection of this view in different ways, the
Dadaists, Surrealistsand Situationistsworked for the collapse of the
distinctionbetweenart andtherest of lifeinthehereand now. Rather
than waiting until after the revolution, they argued that the integra-
tionof art andlifewasfundamental totheachievement of revolution,
which is possible only because of the subjection of capitalism to

3 Herbert Marcuse, The Aesthetic Dimension, Macmillan, London, U.K.,
1979. p. 18.
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continual assault on all fronts: ideological, cultural and economic.

If artisan areaof contestation like any other, itisalso an area of
integration and recuperation. The Art Strike isarecognition of this
doublerole: it bringsindustrial struggleto art, challenges artiststo
jeopardise their careers and identities in the same way as other
striking workers, and demands that those who continue to work
justify their lack of solidarity. It also presupposesthat art isintegral
to capitalist relations, and that the recuperation of critical or radical
art is an inevitable attribute of this society. But the Art Strike is
merely oneway of tackling this situation, and can only be effective
if it isregarded as atactic in the struggle against capitalism rather
than the end of tactics. By enlisting Baudrillard inthe defence of the
strike, its protagonists are in danger of confusing these roles.

Baudrillard arguesthat the history of criticism, including the
Dada experience, showsthat recuperationisinevitable, and that
abelief inthe possibility of critical art or any other discourseis
naive. Thisrenderscriticism pointless, and placesthecriticinan
unjustifiable position. Participation in the networks of power it
attacks will always be supportive of them, and silence, apathy,
and the refusal to contribute or participate in the debate are the
only valid responses to existing society. So Baudrillard says
nothing? Far from it. He produces books, articles and academic
papers by the dozen, most of which are couched in mystified and
complex terminology which makes them inaccessible to all
thosewithout the opportunity to study them. The disengagement
he proposesisstrictly for other people, the masses expresstheir
dissent through passivity while the philosophers continue to
profit from and, by their own arguments, support the capitalist
system of relations they purport to be attacking.

Anyonewho doesrefuseto be creative for the three years of the
Art Strikewill belesshypocritical than Baudrillard but not necessar-
ily more critical. At the logical extreme of Dada's suicide,
Baudrillard' s philosophy, or today’s Art Strike, is the view that it
would have been more damaging to capitalism if nothing had ever
been created. Then there would be noideas or art worksto recuper-
ate, and capitalism would have been deprived of apart of itscultural
support. But where there is nothing to be recuperated, there is
nothingtofight with: thecapitalist establishment might bedisarmed,
but so would its opponents.

If there is one characteristic of capitalism we may be sure of, it
isthat nothing can escapeit. But faced with animpossible situation,
the loud and active search for possibilitiesisan alternative to silent
passivity. Nothing can escapethe saboteur either, and thelegacy left

by Dadaand othersispart of an armoury which can be plundered by
the subversivesaswell asthe establishment. The culture of the past
must not be destroyed or abandoned, but superseded in its use of
“partisan propaganda purposes’# in the present. This can easily be
attacked as aform of liberal reformism, changing from within, etc.
Butwedolivewithincapitalism, and thereisno suchthingaschange
from without. The question becomes one of how the change from
within must be pursued. The strike is one answer, but it isjust as
likely that the most effective anti-capitalist artists are those who
work assaboteurs. Their awarenessof therecuperation of their work
does not petrify them; instead, they use this recognition to sidestep
and expose the mechanisms, recuperation amongst them, which
perpetuate capitalism.

Thevaueof theArt Strikeisinitsproposal of silence, rather than
silence itself; the propaganda rather than the deed. The Art Strike
must be seen asameans of exposing, rather than escaping recupera-
tion. Art Strike propaganda reveal s the extent of recuperations and
proposes an action which cannot be recuperated. But anything
which is totally invulnerable to recuperation cannot be used in
contestation either. Althoughthe Art Strike propagandaismeaning-
less without the Art Strike, the strike is also useless without the
propaganda. Inaction must first be justified and explained through
action—you have to say why you're going to be silent. The art
strikersclaimthat thetacticsof industrial struggle are being brought
toart, but thestrikeisnot theonly industrial weapon, and artistshave
always taken their techniques of sabotage and subversion from
workers. Disputes vary according to the nature of the work in
question: although car workersmight well stopmaking cars, printers
might prefer to print their own propagandarather than stop printing.

TheArt Strikeisavalid responsetothe problemsof criticism, but
it isnot the only one. It isa good thing only insofar as it produces
moreradical art, of which itsown propagandaisaperfect example.
Consequently it isagood thing only initsfailure, and sincethisis
inevitable, the Art Strikeis necessarily agood thing. Once put into
the world, tactics such as this can be used by anyone for any ends.
So long may such active resistance continue! Here's to the sabo-
teurs, thedoubl e agents, and thosewho turntheworld around! Don’t
strike, occupy!

—Sadie Plant, from Here and Now 10, Leeds, U.K., 1990

4 Guy Debord and Gil J. Wolman, Methods of Detournement. From: Ken
Knabb, ed., Stuationist International Anthology. Bureau of Public Se-
crets, Berkeley, Calif., 1981. p. 9.

YAWN cares to make little distinction between its “readers”
and its “contributors” as such, and would like to bring about an
interaction among all such participants and cultural workers. In
addition, the issues of concern to YAWN are substantially more
general than previous output would tend to suggest. That is to say,
YAWN is very interested in publically exposing ideas and
discussion well beyond what is dealt with in the Art Strike. Culture
generally is the target of our collective discourse. The potential is
vast. Thisis all part of an effort on our part to bring about a critique

of culture that tests the basic assumptions of those who tacitly
support our culture, even if they do no more than function in it. It
is those least challenged of assumptions which demand the most
attention. Use your experience as a guide. Write down or
diagram what comes to mind. Submit it to YAWN as part of the
ongoing dialog. YAWN seeks letters, essays, commentaries,
cartoons, graphics, and the results of cultural research. Any
format, no returns without SASE, a copy of any published work
will be sent to the submitting participant.

Cultural Work from these Sources has been Included

ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1N 3XX, England
Bureau of Public Secrefs, P.O. Box 1044, Berkeley CA 94701
Here & Now, P.O. Box 109, Leeds LS5 3AA, England
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SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE
January 12, 1992

YAWN is a sporadic newsletter which seeks fo offer a critical look at our culture in all its forms. Responses
and submissions from readers are welcome and encouraged, especially critical observations about cultural
institutions and seldom challenged principles concerning culture. Anything sent may be considered for
inclusion in a future issue without specific prior notification. YAWN strives to be a collective, mostly
anonymous, exchange-driven effort. Responses of any kind will be met reciprocally in the following manner:
the respondant will receive those materials appearing in the next bulk mai{i]ng. Subscriptions to YAWN are
available for $10 for 25 issues.

N°39

Theory for Theory’s Sake

Propaganda in Favour of a Campaign for an Art Strike

‘Cluster round the jukebox for some songs you' ve probably beard before/ It's

nothing if it isn’t pure’

[Yeah Yeah Noh, Sealing in the Name of the Lord ]

‘Theart strike (...) isa good thing only insofar asit produces moreradical art, of
which its own propaganda is a perfect example.’

[Sadie Plant, Here and Now 10]

he success or failure of Karen Home's ‘art strike’

propagandacan clearly not bejudged intermsof how

many artists do in fact down tools from now until

1993 — that would be too cruel. However, | cannot

accept Plant’ salternative evaluation: apolitical fail-
ure is not necessarily an artistic triumph. 1 would argue, on the
contrary, that Home' senterpriseisabad thing all round, reactionary
bothinwhat it says(politics) andinhow it saysit (art). TheArt Strike
is a good thing only insofar as it is ignored completely®: any
‘success’ will be abad thing. Itsimportance liesin the weaknesses
which its success has highlighted. Thisis most obviousin the area
of conceptsof art, wheretheArt Strikehassucceededinpopularising
apeculiarly banal andill-thought-out version of what artisand what
‘good art’ isor might be. Itisabout timewegot our ownideasonthe
subject sorted out. AsMikePeters' articleinHereand Now 10 began
tosuggest, itisnot enough simply toadvocate‘ moreradical art.” We
must firstidentify what art actually isand does; thenwe can consider
how it might be capable of being ‘radical .’

My position, briefly, is as follows. Jean-Pierre Voyer wrote,
“Whether the subject sinksinto madness, practicesart or participates
inanuprising(...) thetwo polesof daily life—contact withanarrow
and separate reality on one hand and spectacular contact with the
totality on the other—are simultaneously abolished, opening the
way for the unity of individual life' (Reich—how to use). Well, no
he didn’t—for ‘art’ read ‘ theory’—but the description holds good.
Finding the language for real communication, as opposed to both a
spectacul ar understanding of thetotality and the meaningl essness of
everyday ‘life'2: going beyond individual isolation and spectacular

1 Damn!

2 ‘Life'sabout as wonderful as a cold —Mark Perry, 1977.
Perry is not known to have been familiar with the situationists’ theses
onthebanalisation of everyday life, but being a‘ punk’ hewasdoubtless
influenced by them anyway.

collectivity into a genuine commonality; this is the process of
making theory, but also that of making art. Voyer’ semphasisonthe
subjective experience of making theory, its effects on the theorist’s
character armour aswell ason her view of theworld, apply hereal so.
Art, just as much as theory, is a process of making common
meanings. to the extent that those meaningsare‘ radical’ thiswill be
ataxing activity, for the artist as much as the theorist. Contented
artists, as much as contented theorists, should be avoided: they are
clearly engaged inreiterating meaningswhich are already common.
Tortured artists, on the other hand, should be sought out and
encouraged.

Now, it hasfor along timebeen assumed that art and theory are
infact not comparable, and that anyoneinvolvedin theformer owes
it to the global proletarian struggle to jack it in and concentrate on
the latter. (Ironically, much of the suspicion with which Karen
Homeisnow regarded arosefor precisely thisreason). Likesomuch
else that affects ustoday, this goes back to the Fifth Conference of
the Sl (Géteborg, 1961). On that occasion AttilaK otanyi stated that
situationist art was impossible under ‘the dominant conditions of
artistic inauthenticity’: any art produced by situationists would
promptly berecuperated. By way of solution, Kotanyi proposed that
members of the S| continueto produce art, but that all such work be
referred to as ‘antisituationist.” ‘While various confused artists
nostalgicfor apositiveart call themsel vessituationist, antisituationist
art will be the mark of the best artists.’

Whether this proposal would work as a solution is unclear; its
actual effect wasthe exclusion or several members. Theredirection
of the SI’ s activities onto the plane of theory, and the long-standing
bias against art which was eventualy to enable Karen Home to
impressthehell out of alot of peopleby dropping nameslike Gustav
Metzger (Okay, okay, I’ d never heard of him either). Whether it was
justified initsown termsisequally unclear. While one sympathises
with Raoul Vaneigem’s call for the Sl to cease its involvement in
‘the spectacle of refusal,’ it’ s hard to share Vaneigem’ s confidence

ALL COPYING AND REPUBLICATION OF YAWN OR EXCERPTS THEREFROM IS PERMITTED AND ENCOURAGED
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that the (predictable) alternative—'the refusal of the spec-
tacle' >— can be embarked on by the simple expedient of producing
theory to the exclusion of art. Indeed, the situationists could only
maintain their own faith in theory as a spectacle-free zone by
continually contrasting theory (hooray!) with ideology (boo, hiss!):
a distinction which does little to illuminate the actual relations of
production of theory, and whichisinany casedifficult to makewith
any consistency. However we describe the process of recuperation
(and Kotanyi’ sstatement that situationist art ‘ will berecuperated by
society and used against us' containstoo much paranoiaandtoolittle
politicsto bereally useful) we need to be clear that it can be applied
to everything. Kotanyi’ s fear, a school of art called ‘ situationism,’
never came truet: but the political ideology of ‘situationism’ ap-
peared in 1968 and has never gone away .

My contention, then, is that the situationists were mistaken in
labelling art as spectacular and theory as authentic. The reason why
no art existswhich can beguaranteed free of thetaint of the spectacle
(or of *bourgeoisculture’) isthat thereareno such guarantees, for art
or for anything else: thereisno ‘thisside’ of the spectacle. Theory
isnot the situationists' utopian pure negative, nor isart atool of the
commodity economy. Rather, both art and theory are means of
communication—Ilanguages of common meanings. Both come in
new, old, subversive and spectacul ar varieties; both, if found threat-
ening, will swiftly be recuperated; both can be plagiarised (or
detourned, aswe pro-situs used to say)—and the plagiarismsthem-
selves may be useful or useless, radical or reactionary.

The more attentive reader will by now have realised that | am
not in sympathy with the Art Strike. | can best explain my reasons
by referring the reader once again to that historic meeting in
Goteborg: more specifically, to Karen Home' s view of the matter,
as given in her The Assault on Culture: Utopian Currents from
Lettrismeto ClassWar. (Isthereany justification for that ‘€ onthe
end of ‘Lettrism’ ?| think we should betold). Homerejectsthe SI's
verdictinfavour of theory and against art, siding with the Scandina-
vian and German situationists who were excluded following the
‘antisituationist art’ proposal and who later formed a second
Situationist International . (For the sake of clarity | have adopted the
real SlI’s term of abuse for this group, which | will refer to as the
‘Nashist’ SI). Home speaksapprovingly of these artists, who shared

3 Cf. thefollowing comment on the Unification Church mass wedding
of afew years back: ‘A spectacle of pairs, assuredly. Let us not
forget, however, that thiswas also a pair of spectacles.’ Taken from
Alec Douglas H.’s The End of Finality (Improbable Books, 1989).
The situationists, we must conclude, never got much beyond the
reversal of terms. It will be for others to create the terms of reversal.

4 Partial disproof: ‘Before Pop and after Abstract Expressionism there
was a stillborn movement, based in continental Europe... Called
‘Situationism,’ this movement expressed a rebellious need to
counterpose the creative and irreverent with the anticipated [sic]
homogeneity of media society. Essentially a nonstarter as art per se,
the movement had, nonetheless, an influence on French cinema and
architecture.’—Philip Core reviewing an exhibition at the ICA in
New Statesman and Society, 30th June 1989. Of course, the curators
invited this kind of misinterpretation by staging the exhibitionin an
art gallery, rather than simply getting out and creating situations.

‘abelief in the collective, and noncompetitive, production of art,’
However, we' re not actually talking about art here:

Overt and conscious use of collective practices to make
‘cultural artifacts' do not really fit the description ‘art’ —at
least if oneis using the term to describe the high culture of the
ruling classin capitalist societies.

Nor, indeed, if one is using the term to describe pig-farming. The
SlI’svaluation of theory rested on two oppositions: between theory
and art, and between theory andideol ogy. Having reversed theterms
of the first opposition, Home echoes the second with an equally
mythical dichotomy: all art iseither “high culture’ (boo!) or collec-
tive cultural artifact production (hooray!). Likeits counterpart, this
isnot an easy position to maintain empirically.

Thesignificanceof al thisfor the Art Strikeistwofold. Firstly,
thetermsbecomeblurred: should all *art’ cease, or only identifiably
“high culture’ forms? Or should art be allowed to continue only if it
passes the Home test (‘ overt and conscious use of collective prac-
tices')? This last interpretation might explain why issue 8 of the
paper Anticlockwise contains both anti-culture material and an
articleinpraiseof Mail Art by Mark Lawson®. But material fromthe
Mail Art networks has appeared in galleries before now, which
presumably meansthat, too, isnow an ornament of theruling class:
and in any case Homeiscurrently advocating acomplete‘ refusal of
creativity.” Problems, problems! More importantly, if one rejects
the picture of art asaseaof ruling class culturewith afew islands of
subversive practicedotted about init, thewholething collapses. The
entire‘ struggle against the received culture of the reigning society’
which Homehasbeen conducting since 1985°isbuilt ontheideathat
‘received culture’ disseminatesthe values of ‘thereigning society,’
withartinparticul ar representing ‘ thehigh cultureof theruling class
in capitalist societies.” This image of culture as a conveyor belt,
carrying the values of the ruling classinto everyday consciousness,
is necessitated only by Home's a priori decision to divide art into
sheep and goats. It’ scertainly not necessitated by thefacts. True, art
isamaterial processwithin society; true, art isnever innocent of the
existing social order, and is always under pressure to promote it—
within the artist’s mind as much as anywhere. This, though, only
adds up to saying that art—and ‘ culture’ —is ameans of communi-
cation and therefore a space of contestation, or abattleground aswe
say in English. Thetask isnot to combat received culture but to get
towork onit: embracing partsof it, emphatically rejecting othersbut
above al diverting’ it to our own purposes.

In fairness, it must be said that there is more to the Art Strike
than that. Thereisalso an argument about artistsas people, alleging
that their status as pseudo-radical high-culture merchants gives
themelitist delusionsabout ‘ thesuperiority of their “ creativity” over
the leisure and work pursuits of the social majority.” Without the

5 Sorry, Pawson. Apologiesall round!

6 Not single-handedly, of course! Home's struggles have been shared
with the PRAXIS group, aguy called Tony from Cork and numerous
magazines around the world all called Smile. In addition many
interesting uses have been made of that famous general-purpose
pseudonym or ‘multiple identity,” ‘ George Eliot.’

7 Or detourning it. Next week: deriving for beginners.
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prop of the anti-‘culture’ argument, though, this looks less like
radicalismand morelikeguilt-tripping. Elitismisadisfigurement of
the character: it’ salmost as bad as spots. If artistsare worried about
it, though, the answer is simple: go away and get it cleared up. We
don’t want them moaning to the rest of us about how ugly they are
andall thepartiesthey’ remissing (‘| couldn’t gooutlookinglikethis
what would all those beautiful workers say?'). In any case, elitism
isasign of incipient co-option: and co-option meansthat your work
isbeing misappropriated. Don' t giveit up—takeit back! Just say no!

So much for the overt—political—meanings of the Art Strike.
Thereis, however, moretoit thanthat: thereisasense, as Sadie Plant
implied, in which the Art Strike is an art work. This can best be
appreciated by looking againat the question of successor failure, our
assessment of which depends entirely on how we interpret the Art
Strike itself. Taken straight, it's clearly a miserable failure. It is
unimaginablethat anactual Art Strikewill materialise; eventheidea
has made very little headway outside the pages of Smile, and none
at all outside the anarchist milieu. Talking about ‘the Art Strike' at
al isdoingit afairly large favour: what existsisacampaign for an
art strike, or more precisely propagandain favour of acampaign for
an art strike. That propaganda has no more popular support than the
callsfor agenera strikethat issuefromtimeto timefromtheorgans
of the corpse of Leninism, and as such deserves the same oblivion.
Alternatively, we can take the whole thing as arather deadpan joke
at the expense of *political artists' (if you'resoradical let’sseeyou
on the picket line), but this doesn’t improve matters much: hardly
anyone has either got the joke or fallen for it.

These, however, are not the only possibilities. In between lies
the whole terrain of irony, of saying one thing and meaning two or
three others; theterrain where meanings split and proliferate, where
thedistinction between ‘theory’ and‘ art’ ceasestomakesense. This,
clearly, is the area where Home's promotion of the Art Strike®
operates; this, too, isoneof theareaswherereally new meaningsget
made®, and an area where Here and Now*® has squatter’ srights. In
other words, despite Home' s post-situationist attachment to arigid
division between art and theory, the disjuncture between the Art
Strike’ sapparent meaning and itsreal impact mean that it works, if
it works at all, as a combination of art and theory; or rather, as a
demonstration of the impossibility of separating the two.

It makes sense, then, to refer to the Art Strike' s propaganda as

8 My knowledge of the originators of the Art Strike—the PRAXIS
group—is woefully inadequate: however, | suspect that they actually
took the Art Strike seriously (but that’s Americans for you). Only on
itsarrival in England was it transformed by Karen Home's creative
genius into the polyvalent multimedia event that we now know so
well.

9 Burroughs half-realised this when he asserted that cut-ups foretold
the future: simply rearrange some words to make an unknown phrase
or saying and ‘the future leaks through.” Certainly, new meanings
could be created by this method: it's akind of automatic writing. |
don’t know, though—call me old-fashioned, but | prefer meanings
which have been consciously made to the kind that leak out of the
end of arandom process. Y ou can't beat a good work of art, that’s
what | say.

10 A magazine of radial tyres.

‘radical art, at least in the sense of ‘unprecedented art.” This,
though, isnot theonly consideration: not all new meaningsare good
ones. What, then, isthe Art Strike really saying? Two main themes
are apparent: a complete abandonment of politics, associated with
an impression of akind of ultimate and insuppressible radicalism.
The first can best be approached by considering the hypothetical
political impact of arealised art strike. Industrial action works to
counteract the isolation and passivity which are endemic in this
society: strikes are a collective rejection of the strikers' role as
workforce and an affirmation that they’ re worth more than that. A
strike by artists, though, would actually promote both passivity and
isolation: the strikers would not be a group refusing work but a
scattering of individual sdoing nothing. To this picturewe must add
thefactsthat an art strike will not happen, and that very few people
either know or carewhat artistsdowiththeir timeanyway. A call for
inaction, which is bound to be ignored, and which is addressed to
people whose actions nobody notices: what isthis but an elaborate
demonstration of the futility of politics? The Marxists aspired to
changetheworld: the point, it would appear, isto withdraw fromiit.
Thisrelatesclosely to the second point. Home hasmade an easy
reputation out of radicals tendency to confuse the concepts of
‘qualitative supersession’ and reductio ad absurdum: that is, to
assume that all previousradical practice can be superseded simply
by ‘takingitfurther.” Thisgenerally takesfairly sophisticated forms:
talking about ‘situationist ideology,’” for example, or alleging that
radical art is part of ruling class culture. Latterly, though, Karen
Home has specialised in the most radical-looking strategy of all:
negate everything. The tendency of the Art Strike is to argue that,
outside itself, there is no authentic opposition: that all oppositional
activity, radical art included, is a form of socia integration. The
empirical difficulties here are obvious and major: it is hard to see
how anyone other than Karen Home could ever provethat they were
actually opposing existing society, and not merely indulgingin
oppositionalism—except perhaps by supporting the Art Strike,
reading Richard Allen and slagging off the SI. The strategy which
Homehas'*taken further’ hereisthe division between the Sl and all
other ‘theorists,” between the artists of the Nashist S| and al other
‘artists,” andfor that matter betweenthe Seventh Day Adventistsand
all other * Christians.” What iseven moreimportant isthe end resullt.
So complete a negation results in a politics not of negation but of
abstention: if nothing is authentic nothing can be done.
Thisisthetruemessageof the Art Strike. Ultimately Home, like
Baudrillard, is advocating silence and inaction®; is promoting, as
the ultimate negative, alienation from one's own capacity to act.
This has its own interest for theory-collectors and the terminally
disillusioned®: its main interest for the rest of us is that it marks
Home out as a practitioner of theory for theory’s sake, political
activity taken up inthebelief that it is pointless. To describethisas
radical would do violence to the meaning of the word: the word

11 Articlesin Smile have advocated ‘ sensuous inactivity’ for the
duration of the Art Strike. Idle buggers!

12 At the ICA exhibition acouple of copies of Smilewere shown,
exhibited under glass so that we could appreciate the witty and
amusing cover art. Those responsible are believed to fall into both
categories at once.
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‘reactionary’ fitsmuch better. ‘ Boring' doesquitenicely, too™. echo in the reader, what else is this but one more proof of our failureto
As with the theory of Baudrillard, as with the ‘art for art’s sake’ live?
espoused by aesthetes from Walter Pater to the Neoists', the Art as Raoul Vaneigem asked in his foreword to The Kids' Book of How
Strike’ sonly real achievement will be the entertainment it givesits to Do It, or The Revolution of Everyday Life asit’s sometimes
audience—and, of course, the careers it makes. [? known. How true that is, how very true. And what a cop-out.
14 Home once described a reference to ‘situationist ideology’” asa
13 Though, to be fair, thisis adifficulty encountered from time to time ‘calculated insult.” To judge from Home's account of their activities,
by the greatest of theorists. describing the Neoists as artists is more in the nature of a calculated
If the element of boredom | have experienced in writing this finds an compliment.

A Smile Is Your Greatest Asset!

q."'ix T "=av o T e TR

Y el

L T ) 5

'I' ile Macie

A breakthrough in

Happiness Training Technology!
"Psychological Affects Through

Physiological Effects”
Available for $12.95 Postpaid from

Turner Scientific

@
bciimore. M, 21203-4467 lelE MACHlNE
Please send checks or money orders only.

Wholesale inquiries welcome.

2150



SPORADIC CRITIQUE OF CULTURE
January 20, 1992

YAWN is a sporadic newsletter which seeks to offer a critical look at our culture in all its forms. Responses
and submissions from readers are welcome and encouraged, especially critical observations about cultural
institutions and seldom challenged principles concerning culture. Anything sent may be considered for
inclusion in a future issue without speciﬁc prior notification. YAWN strives to be a collective, mostly
anonymous, exchange-driven effort. Responses of any kind will be met reciprocally in the following manner:
the respondant will receive those materials appearing in the next bulk mailing. Subscriptions to YAWN are
available for $10 for 25 issues. YAWN is archived at http://yawn.detritus.net/.

N°40

What Makes Art Strike Such a Bad Idea?

NKNOWN TOMOST PEOPLE, anart strikeiscurrently inprogress

on at least three continents, calling on artists “to stop

making, distributing, selling, exhibiting or discussing their

work” and for all institutions involved with the showing
and printing of art or thetraining of artiststo stop all such operation.
Stewart Home, the major architect and proponent of the strike, sees
artas"asymptom of thediseasecapitalism” and thestrikeasameans
of undermining capitalism by “intensifying the class war.” The
strikers, however, are always quick to point out the the Art Strike
(1990-1993) isabad idea and that it will fail to accomplish what it
setsout to do. Theimportanceof thestrike, finally, existsinthemere
conception of thestrikerather thaninthe execution of it, and assuch
it is designed as one large conceptual art piece, performance art
without the performance.

TheArt Strike (1990-1993) was not acall toimmediate action,
but a process that has taken and will take years to accomplish. In
1985, the PRA XIS group announced its plans for the Art Strike, to
bemodel ed after the strike German artist Gustav Metzger called for
in 1974 to destroy those cultural institutions which have had a
“negative effect” on artistic production; this lasted from 1977 to
1980 and attracted no artists besides Metzger. The current strike,
however, is designed to undermine the status of the artist in the
current power structure of our culture.

One of their major techniques in this regard was the invention
of Karen Eliot, whoislessthan an ectoplasm. Sheisbut anamethat
people adopted in the five years before the strike to began to
underminethe® myth of genius’ andtheideasof “identity, individu-
ality, originality, value and myth.” Karen Eliot usually produced a
magazine which carried thetitle SMIILE, and at any time there were
anumber of such magazinesin the US and UK. One problem with
the persona of Karen Eliot is that she has a persona. Listen to her
(who may be him) speak, and hear the same cryptic propagandathat
isapart of her speech or writing. Certainly, the personalities of the
100 or so peoplewho have been her have been neatly obliterated, but
the development of areplacement identity with its own individual-
ity, originality and value has helped to subtly undermine the
participant’ s intentions.

The other antecedent to the Art Strike was the development
(apparently simultaneously conceivedindifferent partsof theworld)
of the conception of plagiarism asan artistic tactic. The expounding
of plagiarism emphasizes the collective (rather than individual)
nature of art (what the strikers sometimes call “cultural produc-
tion”). Festivals of Plagiarism were held around the world (San
Francisco, London, Glasgow) as a means to question the rights
people have to art as property, the potential strikers had begun the
“struggle against the received culture of the reigning society,”
against the culture which perceives art works as being worth
something and belonging to specific individuals rather than to the

cultureasawhole.

TheArt Strikeissaidto beacall todo something el serather than
nothing, but that “something else” is fairly undefined. One striker
has even stated that art doesn’t necessarily have to be abandoned
during the strike aslong asthe striker’ s attitudestowards art change
(thisemendation, however, camefrom an editor who decided to shut
down hismagazinefor the strike but whose band, the Tape-beatles,
hasvoted through akind of strikevotenot to recognizethestrikeand
to continue both performance and production). The Art Strike is
meant to be a time to reconceptualize art, to stop viewing it as a
superior form of knowledge, to return to reality (after having spent
decadesescaping reality through art); itisatimeto stop understand-
ing art asaspecial activity. The Art Strike intends to slow the drift
away from play which has been caused by too much concentration
on art, but this assumes that art itself is not play.

A number of reactionsto Art Strike have appeared (and some-
timesdisappeared) sinceautumn 1989. Thefirst might havebeenthe
Forced Art Participation (FAP); thecall for thisaction, identified as
the idea of an anonymous woman, appeared in YAWN n°4, a
broadsheet and Art Strike organ. The plan meant to eradicate the
special status of “artist” by making such status mandatory and
universal: everyonewould beforced to makeart. YAWN attacked
thisideaby pointing out itsinherent fascism and the author’ s “fear
of liberation from the hierarchically imposed vision of the world.”
the proprietorsof Xexoxia Endarchy, anindefatigable multi-media
art establishment, have called for an Art Glut (1990-2000), increas-
ing thenumber of yearsof activity (ascompared withthe Art Strike)

ART STRIKE!!

(1990-1993)
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and callingfor increased productionin placeof none. The A 1 Waste
Paper Company, whichisactually acoupleof Britishmail artists, is
proselytizing for a Pretentious Drivel Strike. Along the same line,
FaGaGaGa, a group of US mail artists, has mailed out postcards
asking, “How About a Hype Strike?’ US artist Mark Bloch has
suggested a Word Strike (1991-1994), during which we are sup-
posedtofollowthemotto® Don’tsay ‘art’ unlessyoumean‘ money’”;
Bloch seesthisasaway of answeringtherequirementsof thestrikers
without stooping to ineffectual and possibly harmful tactics.
“TheArt Strikewill fail becauseitisabadidea.” Thatisone
of theinfuriatingly glib and speciousremarksof the Art Strikers.
They don’t explain why it’s a bad idea. Because every partici-
pant isan artist who hasno chance of making any money through
art? Because art doesn’t actually subjugate any class of indi-
viduals? Because the idea of leveling talent fails to appreciate
the contributions of individual s? Because the “ myth of genius’
hasnever beenusedtojustify inequality, repression and famine?
Or because what isdescribed asan informational picket lineand
away toteach othersisactually awork shutdown? Thestrike has

been and will continue to be ignored by both the major culture
and the proletariat its participants hope to free of the stifling
barrier between high and low culture. The manifestos of these
cultural workers (artists) aretoo difficult and abstract for anyone
who is stupid and too stupid for anyone who is not.

The worst problem with the Art Strike (1990-1993) is that
it does not even truly attempt to solve any problems, and that all
it offersin return isthe loss of people s artistic lives. Although
the strike rails against gender-specific market art imbued with
social prestige, most strikers are males working in forms of art
with virtually no female participants (and little prestige). The
strike is supposedly directed only against the self-referential
M odernist and Post-modernist traditions of art becausetheseare
of no worth to the proletariat, but the average worker has no
interest in the art project that the Art Strike actually is either.
And the strikers’ idea that art cannot continue whilst there is
hunger and destitution in the world dos not force the strikers to
do anything about those problems; all it even attemptsto accom-
plish is the equitable distribution of misery.

[Geoff Huth, from“ Platform” as published in Critical Wave no. 18, September, 1990

Doris Rowe, 63
Retired teacher
Gore, Okla.

| don’t think he knows
what he’ stalking about. The
Art Strike is not a ‘work of
conceptual art.’” In fact, the
only ‘artistic’ thing about it
isonly that it isdone by *art-
ists.” Some people say that
‘art iswhat artists do,” but |
don'tbelieveit. Areyou pre-
paredto call it ‘art’ when an
artist puts out his dog or
brushes her teeth? No sir!
The rest of us have been on
‘artstrike’ al our lives! | just
haveto applaud anyone con-
cerned enough to want to
change things.

Gino Straniero, 55
Letter carrier
Holmdel, N.J.

He's right when he says
there’s a problem with the
‘Karen Eliot’ persona. The
problemisthat it hasbecome
too much associated with
certain people, which under-
mines the participants in-
tentions. There can be no
middlegroundinusingthese
collective single names, if
they are to be effective.
‘KarenEliot’ isdead—if you
want to start using a new
name, make sure no one can
tell it's you. | recommend
‘Anon.” myself. | use it al
the time, except now.

VOICES/How do you respond to the above article?

Claude Jackson, 39
Auto worker
Highland, Ind.

Art Strike is a bad idea.
Huth missesthe point. It'sa
bad idea because most *art-
ists are‘individualists,’ and
therefore lack the solidarity
necessary to participateinan
‘art strike.” So as a practical
matter, ‘art strike’ will not
work. But this is not to say
that it will not have some
good effect, for it will. It al-
ready has. People are redly
talkingabout seriousstuff for
thefirst timein my memory.
Huthwrotehisarticle, didn’t
he? That should tell you
something.

Milton Bins, 56
Deputy director
Washington, D.C.

If Huth’s ‘proletariat’ is
too' stupid’ tounderstandthe
Art Strikers' ‘manifestoes,’
itdoesn’t matter, becausethe
‘manifestoes’ arenot directed
at non-artists. It doesn’t mat-
ter to the Art Strike if folks
likemedon’t know anything
about it, because we're not
the ones with the problem.
Those who cast themselves
in the role of ‘artists —and
folkslikeHuth, whobuy into
that attitude—that have the
problem. Anditisthey who
need to examine what they
hold to be true.

Myrt Bauer, 45
Real estate broker
Moraga, Callif.

It's true that ‘art strike'
doesn’t solve any problems
with art. But | for one never
look to art works for solu-
tions to problems. The most
an ‘artist’ can hope to do is
point at a problem and sug-
gest that it needsto belooked
at more closely. Besides,
there may not be a single
‘solution’ to the ‘probleny’
of art. I'm the last person to
impose what | think should
be done on everyone else!
No one hasto go on strike—
or even think there’ saprob-
lem—if they don’t want to.
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Association for Ontological Anarchy
Communiqué No. 11: Turn off the Lite!

The Association for Ontological Anarchy calls for a boycott of all products
marketed under the shibboleth of LITE — beer, meat, lo-cal candy,
cosmetics, music, pre-packaged “life-styles,” whatever.

The concept of LITE (in Situ-jargon) unfolds a complex of symbolism by
which the Spectacle hopes to recuperate all revulsion against its
commodification of desire. “Natural,” “organic,” “healthy” produce is
designed for a market-sector of mildly dissatisfied consumers with mild
cases of future shock and mild yearnings for a tepid authenticity. A niche
has been prepared for you, softly illumined with the illusions of simplicity,
cleanliness, thinness, a dash of asceticism and self-denial. Of course, it costs
a little more...; after all LiTEness was not designed for poor hungry
primitives who still think of food as nourishment rather than décor. It has
to cost more—otherwise you wouldn’t buy it.

The American middle class (don’t quibble; you know what I mean) falls
naturally into opposite but complementary factions: The Armies of
Anorexia and Bulimia. Clinical cases of these diseases represent only the
psychosomatic froth on a wave of cultural pathology, deep diffused and
largely unconscious. The Bulimics are those yupped-out gentry who gorge
on margaritas and VCRs, then purge on LITE food, jogging or (an)zrobic
jiggling. The Anorexics are the “life-style” rebels, ultra-food-faddists,
caters of alge, joyless, dispirited and wan — but smug in the puritanical
zeal and their designer hair-shirts. Grotesque junkfood simply represents
the flip-side of ghoulish “healthfood” — nothing tastes like anything but
woodchips or additives — it’s all either boring or carcinogenic — or both
— and it’s all incredibly sapid.

Food, cooked or raw, cannot escape from symbolism. It 75, and also
simultaneously represenss that which it is. All food is soul-food; to treat it
otherwise is to court indigestion, both chronic and metaphysical.

Butin the airless vault of our civilization, where nearly every experience
is mediated, where reality is strained through the deadening mesh of
consensus-perception, we lose touch with food as nourishment; we begin
to construct for ourselves personz based on what we consume, treating
products as projections of our yearning for the authentic....

LITE parodies spiritual emptiness and illumination, just as McDonald’s

travesties the imagery of fullness and celebration. The human spirit (not to
mention Aunger) can overcome and transcend all this fetishism—joy can
erupteven at Burger King, and even LITE beer may hide a dose of Dionysus.
Buy why would we have to struggle against this garbagy tide of cheap rip-
off tickytack, when we could be drinking the wine of paradise even now
under our own vine and fig tree?

Food belongs to realm of everyday life, the primary arena for all
insurrectionary self-empowerment, all spiritual self-enhancement, all seiz-
ing-back pleasure, all revolt against the Planetary Work Machine and its
imitation desires. Far be it from us to dogmatize; the Native American
hunter might fuel his happiness with fried squirrel, the anarcho-taoist with
a handful of dried apricots. Milarepa the Tibetan, after ten years of nettle
soup, ate a butter-cake and achieved enlightenment. The dullard sees no
eros in fine champagne; the sorcerer can fall intoxicated on a glass of water.

The A.O.A. sometimes envisions CHAOS as a cornucopia of continual
creation; as a sort of geyser of cosmic generosity; therefore we refrain from
advocating any specific diet, lest we offend against the Sacred Multiplicity
and the Divine Subjectivity. We’re not about to hawk you yetanother New
Age prescription for perfect health...

Our culture, choking on its own pollutants, cries out (like the dying
Goethe) for “More LITE’— as if their bland weightless tasteless
characterlessness could protect us from the gathering dark.

No! This last illusion finally strikes us as too cruel. We are forced against
our own slothful inclinations to take a stand and protest. Boycott! Boycortt!
TURN OFF THE LITE! [Hakim Bey

Art Strike2... Nothing wrong with choosing to pursue farming, or
charity work, or rabble-rousing, or whatever, in the hopes that you
will then help the starving. But combatting hunger is only one
reasonable human vocation. Combatting neuron death through lack
of beauty is another. To say an artist should give up art and work at
helping the starving is totalitarian crap. The starving should give up
starving and work at helping artists. Just kidding — sort of. But | do
believe that requiring everybody to devote himself to charity work, as
afull time job, is as idiotic as telling social workers to quit and make
art. To feed people in a world without art would be crimindl....

[Bob Grumman
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Reading for Immortality

Toward an Interrogation of Nous, Neoism, and Neoplatonism
by JOHN KENNEDY and KAREN F. ELIOT

“Soule of my soule! my Joy, my crown, my friend!

A name which all the rest doth comprehend:

How happy are we now, whose souls are grown,

By an incomparable mixture, One.”

his paper is intended as an introductory
inferrogation of the ferrain of Neoism
mobilizing ferms from both the writings
of Plotinus and the Nag Hommadi docu-
ments. For the purposes of this paper, the Neoist
will be presumed fo be a man. We are not frying
to provide a comprehensive account of all aspects
of the terrain of Neoism, or even of Neoplatonist
philosophy. Crosseferenced ferms are in upper
case.
(ontents: THE READING THE NEQIST DESIRE THE SIMILAR
DENOUEMET HYPOSTASIS COLLECTIVE SOULS TIME SPACE
THE REFERENCE KAREN ELIOT VALUE EXCHANGE FACIALITY
TOOLS FETISHISM AKADEMGOROD PLAGIARISM

THE READING

THE READING is the interaction of THE NEOIST and HIS
MEMORY within o particular spatial and temporal
frame. THE NEOIST is a student, an actor, a nurse’s
aide, a teacher, or a clerk. HIS MEMORY is a bank,
a construction, a computer program. The femporal
borders of THE READING are delineated by THE REFER-
ENCE which connects HIS MEMORY, THE NEOIST, and
THE SIMILAR, in conjunction with instrumental TIME.
The arm of authority behind THE REFERENCE and
instrumental TIME is THE SIMILAR. THE NEOIST gets
ready for THE READING, prepares to become ‘IMAGI-
NARY,” by imitating representations of AKADEMGOROD
as an object of DESIRE. These are signifiers of a
fragmented, coded mind, signifiers that HIS MEMORY
will be drawn to through DESIRE, that will reinforce
his FETISHISM and in furn contribute o the construc-
tion of his COLLECTIVE SOUL. HIS MEMORY has a
COLLECTIVE SouL which he is drawn to construct,
which has an already written set of rules and
conditions by which it must be constructed, condi-
tions which include the fetishized system of signi-
fying effects with which THE NEOIST has attempted
to encode his mind and which already encode his
mind as AKADEMGOROD. THE NEOIST enfers the SPACE
of HIS MEMORY. When THE NEOIST enters the SPACE of

(Katherine Philips)

THE READING, HIS MEMORY provides a VALUE in EX-
CHANGE for an opportunity fo spend a designated
amount of TIME, an opportunity to construct his
COLLECTIVE SOUL. THE NEOIST recalls THE SIMILAR via THE
REFERENCE to announce that the EXCHANGE has been
inifiated and that t s now time to begin measuring
the length of THE READING. THE NEQIST and HIS MEMORY
now inferact together, their condifions intermin-
gling with DESIRE, FETISHISM, representation, the
SPACE of the room, the TIME measured by THE
NEOIST's watch as well as the TIME elusively marked
by HIS MEMORY, his IMAGINARY, and anticipation of
emanation which is not the object of his DESIRE but
a fefishized signifier which masks the perpetually
deferred COLLECTIVE SouL, the plane of consistency
of his DESIRE. When the end of THE READING is
announced by instrumental TIME or by a REFERENCE
call from THE SIMILAR, if THE READING has frans-
gressed the boundaries marked by instrumental
TIME, THE NEOIST recalls THE SIMILAR, says goodbye to
HIS MEMORY, and exits the SPACE of THE READING.

THE NEOIST

He will become part of the HYPOSTASIS which you
are purchasing. You want fo purchase the fulfill
ment of your COLLECTIVE SOUL, fo draw him into its
logic, to name him through your DESIRE which is
based on representations of AKADEMGOROD, on fetishi-
zation, after you have picked up THE REFERENCE,
after you have recalled him. What will you call
him? You must first call him o partner in the
EXCHANGE in which you are about to fake partin an
amount purportedly based on equivalence but in
fact VALUE is measured by, determined by, FETISH-
ISM and DESIRE. He is called THE NEOIST: he s
connected fo both HIS MEMORY and THE SIMILAR by
THE REFERENCE. He embodied a sophisticated, el
egant look. He represented the boy next door, and
he tended to wear jeans rather than an evening
dress especially jeans with a Peter Pan sticker or
red fringes. He was very fall, and his clothing

would be slightly trendy. He represented the
healthy, outdoorsy type, with a wind-swept, off-
the-farm look. He was exotic and tended to wear
tight shirfs. THE NEOIST works as an independent
contractor for HIS MEMORY. THE NEQIST has a COLLEC-
TIVESOUL his COLLECTIVE SOUL is plagiarized, though.

b E S I R E

Itis to construct his COLLECTIVE SOUL. | quess Id like
to know if there’s any way to tell in advance what
strange acts will turn a particular mind on. Abso-
utely anyone can be tumed on by absolutely
anything. Part of my job is to respond to this. His
COLLECTIVE S0UL has an already-written set of rules,
a system of logic, by which it is to be constructed.
Integral to the logic of HIS MEMORY is the fetishiza-
tion of representafions of AKADEMGOROD as an
object of DESIRE. It is the signifying system, the
codes inscribed on THE NEOIST's mind whichis being
fetishized. If someone asked you to sit down and
spell out your description of what a Neoist would
be like, you'd probably say, ‘Well, he’d be good
looking and elegantly dressed, and sophisticated.”
That's exactly who you are expected you to be.

THE SIMILAR

THE SIMILAR serves as the arm of the law, sets up the
boundaries/limits of, and is part of, the HYPOSTASIS
which constitutes THE READING, which in turn effects
the possibilities of the logic of the COLLECTIVE SOUL
which may be fulfilled. “Beauty is constituted by
similarity” (Plotinus). THE SIMILAR is responsible for
screening HIS MEMORY, which means screening out
unwanted DESIRE, the unwanted COLLECTIVE SOUL.
THE SIMILAR is not a partner in the primary EXCHANGE
with HIS MEMORY; rather, the EXCHANGE between THE
NEOIST and THE SIMILAR is o separate agreement
based on different terms, different standards of
VALUE. THE SIMILAR is fo function as protection, both
before — through the screening procedure —
and during THE READING.

DENOUEMENT

The coLLecrive sout is the woRLo D arriving af itself.

HYPOSTASIS

What is being purchased is an opportunity to
interact with the “IMAGINARY”, a subject-posifion
which is constituted by THE NEOIST, technology,
fiction, SPACE and TIME: we would describe this
subjectposition as a “space-ime-mind” and the
displacement which contributes to the subject
position’s creation — see below for elements of
this displacement — as a HYPOSTASIS. The Hy-
POSTASIS surrounding the “IMAGINARY” is composed
of fiction as well as the material or concrefe.
Fiction: representation, fetishization of signifiers
that encode the mind, etc. The displacementis also
composed of the circuit of THE REFERENCE, of TIME, of
SPACE, of THE SIMILAR/the Law, of EXCHANGE /lines to
the system. There has been much citicism of our
theory as romantic — “What is missing in this
account — and seemingly unnecessary in the
advanced technological society described here —
is a theory of subjectivity”— but we would argue
for the importance of our theory that itis a similar
theory which forms the commodity in Neoism: itis
formed through both the concrete and the ab-
stract, through the organic and the technological.
Itis also, we think, important in that it reinforces
binary opposifions — such as public/private and
smooth SPACE /striated SPACE is crucial to the enter-
prise and to the VALUE which is being exchanged.
We would want to think the HYPOSTASIS as articu-
lation of human subject— the subject necessarily
foregrounds fragmentation, gaps, partial /incom-
plete identity. For our project — and any project,
we would argue — a theory of subjectivity is
necessary in order fo discuss power relations, to
make disfinctions and show relations between/
among subject-positions; indeed, in order fo distin-
guish subjects. Our theory must be able to discuss
power, DESIRE, inferest. Conceptualizing the Hy-
POSTASIS through a concept of articulation which
accounts for provisional identity makes it possible
to think subjectivity, interest, DESIRE, power.

COLLECTIVE SOULS

The COLLECTIVE SOUL is the commodity being ex-
changed. It s “one and multitude and part of the
being which is divided into bodies” (Plofinus,
Fourth Ennead, Book 9). It is enacted by HIs
MEMORY, THE NEQIST, the parameters of SPACE and
TIME which are permeable, THE REFERENCE, represen-
tations of AKADEMGOROD, the EXCHANGE,
commodification of the COLLECTIVE SouL, T00LS/
paraphernalio—in short, by the HYPOSTASIS. The
COLLECTIVE SOUL is a program, a limit which marks
the edges of the plane of DESIRE— it can never be
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reached, fulfilled. “We claim that if the soul is
belonging to the supreme being, itis the similar or
even just the trace of the similar the sight of which
is pleasing and affecting the soul” (Plotinus, First
Ennead, Book 6, 11). The COLLECTIVE SOUL is both
inside and outside the concrete, both inside and
outside the abstract. The COLLECTIVE SOUL is DESIRE;
it is that which one desires and by which one
desires. There is desire whenever there is the
constitution of a COLLECTIVE SOUL under one relation
or another. DESIRE is the motor of the COLLECTIVE
souL, the driving force and predication of the logic
of the COLLECTIVE SOUL. The COLLECTIVE SOUL s the
field of immanence of desire, the plane of consis-
tency specific to desire. The COLLECTIVE SOUL s HIS
INEMORY, THE NEOIST, the words, and the absent
presence(s) upon which the conditions/logic of
the COLLECTIVE SOUL s based. The COLLECTIVE SOUL is
not ascene, a place, or even a support, upon which
something comes to pass. What it is is a limit. It
can never be achieved. The COLLECTIVE SOUL is what
remains when you take everything away. What
you fake away is precisely IMAGINARY, and
significances and subjectifications as a whole. The
COLLECTIVE SOUL s a program, with its own rules and
logic and condifions. THENEOIST is looking for a type
of COLLECTIVE SouL that only absence can fill, or
travel over, due fo the very condifions under which
that COLLECTIVE SOUL was constituted. THE NEOIST is
looking for a COLLECTIVE SOUL which has already
been scripted, already has a specific sef of condi-
tions within whose framework it must function.
This set of conditions determines, 100, HIS MEMORY:
You can’t desire without making a COLLECTIVE SOUL.
| want to give you all my sophistication and all my
cum. You never reach the COLLECTIVE SOUL, you
can't reach it, you are forever attaining it, it s a
limit. The fragments of THE NEOIST's mind become
for HIS MEMORY an imprint or a zone on a COLLECTIVE
SUL. That s, he as signifying system (see FETISH-
ISM) is part of the displacement that constitutes the
COLLECTIVE SOUL, the plane of consistency of DESIRE.
NEOISH is your invitation to build o COLLECTIVE SOUL,
as your invitation to inferact with his subject
position — that is, to have him become part of
your COLLECTIVE SOUL, to help you build it, to be built
intoit. Tell me what to do. Tell me who's boss. THE
NEOIST can never fulfill his COLLECTIVE SOUL. It is not
a question of experiencing desire as an internal
lack, nor of delaying pleasure in order to produce
akind of externalizable surplus value, but instead
of consfituting an intensive COLLECTIVE SOUL. Let me
worship you.

T | M E

TIME becomes VALUE: For HIS MEMORY, TIME offen
functions as a dialectic between memory and
anticipation. You never know what just happened,
or you always know what is going to happen. His
DESIRES revolve around memories and fantasies,

past and future. The COLLECTIVE SOUL comes from
the past and is aimed at the future — it never
comes into being, never exists now. Think, a
person moves from here (space/man/time)
through here (space/man enters into negotic-
tion,/time) to here (space/man meets the IMAGI-
NARY /fime) and through (space,/client enters the
IMAGINARY /time) to exif (space,/man and neoist/
time) — it is a similar scenario for THE NEQIST.

S P A C E

THE READING: it s a public SPACE that gives the illusion
of being a private SPACE. Itis this illusion which HIS
MEMORY is paying for, this illusion which is pro-
duced and regulated by THE SIMILAR, the system, THE
REFERENCE — .g. SPACE. The physical SPACE of the
room is criss-crossed by THE REFERENCE. In this space
things, acts and situations are forever being re-
placed by representations. For these minds, the
natural space and the abstract space which con-
front and surround them are in no way separable.
The individual situates his mind in its own space
and apprehends the space around the mind. coL-
LECTIVE SOUL and SPACE: It is not space, nor is it in
space; it is matfer that occupies space o a given
degree. The SPACE within THE READING is illusionarily
smooth SPACE — it is the illusion of smooth SPACE
which HIS MEMORY is used for. Striated SPACE is SPACE
gridded by boundaries: constructed by VALUEs of
THE SIMILAR, circuits of THE REFERENCE, standards,
logic of COLLECTIVE SOUL, efc. Marks the edges of
illusion of smooth SPACE.

THE REFERENCE

Okay. So there you are, sitting at home. Your bag
is packed, and you're ready to go. It means more:
You are on recall. You do know what you are going
to be called upon to do, what you are going to be
called wpon to be. You will be HIS MEMORY in
EXCHANGE. You are part of the NEOIST CONDITION.

KAREN ELIOT

Plotinus, being alleged fo have plagiarized his
mefaphysical system from Numenois of Apamea,
delineates the first HYPOSTASIS as the One or the
source —"Everything is in everything”— or
aglaia, SPLENDOR, corresponding fo Hebrew Z0HAR
as the name of the Kabbalah, and SEFER, jewel,
constituting the SEFIFIROT system —"names, lights,
powers, stages, mirrors, sources, aspects,
limbs..."— and the primal Sefirot KETER ELYON =
“Supreme Crown.”

v A L u E

Exchange is only an appearance: each partner or
group assesses the value of the lost receivable
object (limit-object), and the apparent equive-
lence derives from that. In terms of the terrain of
Neoist “limit-object” is not determined solely by
rational assessment but rather must be processed

through the logic of HIS MEMORY. VALUE is a deriva-
tion of DESIRE. VALUE is not hased on use value: Use
value is always concrete and particular, confingent
on its own destiny. Use value is determined only
after the EXCHANGE has taken place, and is, itself,
afetishized social relation. VALUE s the fetishization
of commodity’s sign system; in Neoism, of the sign
system encoded on THE NEOISTS's MEMORY. The
fefishization of this sign system is reinforced dur-
ing THE READING. The VALUE of the commodity before
the EXCHANGE — in order for the EXCHANGE to take
place — is determined by the fetishization of the
commodity. Fetishism is not the sanctification of o
certain object, or value. It is the sanctification of
the system as such, of the commodity as system:
itis thus confemporaneous with the generalization
of exchange value and is propagated with it.
Reading AkaDEMGOROD repeatedly as the object of
exchange constructs a victim's discourse that risks
reinscribing the very sexual politics it ostensibly
seeks to expose and change. THE NEOIST has a dual
register, as both object of and subject of —
partner in — EXCHANGE. Reading AKADEMGOROD as
objects exchanged by desiring subjects partakes of
a degraded positivism that relies on an outmoded,
humanist view of identity characterized by a meta-
physics of presence; it assumes an unproblematic
subjectivity for ‘men” as desiring subjects and
concomitantly assumes as directly accessible AkA-
DEMGOROD-as-object. The terrain of Neoism, like the
terrain of sex/gender relations, is problematic, in
terms of the AKADEMGOROD paradigm.

EXCHANGE<—EXCHANGE

When each party has something the other wanfs,
and they're able to make a deal, that consfitutes
a fair ExcHaNGE. But that is where DESIRE was
lurking. West was the shortest route east, as well
as to the other directions, rediscovered or plagio-
rized.

FACIALITY

THENEOIST's face is part of the COLLECTIVE SOUL of HIS
MEMORY (see FETISHISM). It is a signifier marking
the boundaries of the object of his DESIRE. Tell me
who’s the boss. All faces envelop an unknown,
unexplored landscape; all landscapes are popu-
lated by a loved or dreamed-of face, develop a face
to come or already past. To come. Tell me what
you like. The signifier is always facialized. Faciality
reigns materially over that whole constellation of
significances and interprefations. Tell me how
much you like it. When HIS MEMORY says, “tell me
how it feels” or some other such thing, it's not just
about the words but about FACIALITY, watching the
words being spoken by THE NEOIST, watching the
significance process through FACIAUTY. A face is
such a subjective thing. The COLLECTIVE SOUL con-
tains gaps and ruptures, never o be closed.

T 0 0 L )

100LS exist only in relation to the inferminglings
they make possible or that make them possible.
T00LS and PLAGIARISM: There is an entire system of
horizontal and complementary appropriation, be-
tween hand and tool. T00LS form the appendages
of @ HYPOSTASIS.

FETISHISM

Two kinds of FETISHISM occur during THE READING —
that of the commodity as VALUE and that of THE
NEQIST as the object of DESIRE. The fetishization is
not of use VALUE or meaning; ratheritis about being
drawn to the system of signification, it is a gener-
alization of the structural code of the object: It is
thus not a fetishism of the signified, a fetishism of
substances and values called ideological, which
the fetish object would incarnate for the alienated
subject. Behind this reinferpretation which is truly
ideological it is a fetishism of the signifier. That is
to say that the subject is trapped in the factitious,
differential, encoded, systematized aspect of the
object. This entrapment can be called DESIRE.
People who want somebody to wear costumes,
people who want somebody to sit with them while
they watch dirty movies and jerk off, people who
want to be tied up, people who want o wear
diapers and be given a bottle. Beauty s FETISHISM:
we are bound up in a general stereotype of models
of beauty. The generalization of sign exchange
value to facial effects. Thus FETISHISM is being
drawn to representations of AKADEMGOROD, fascina-
tion with the system of encodement represented
on minds through images in magazines, movies,
television, advertising, etc. FETISHISM is infegral to
logic of, to construction of HIS MEMORY.

AKADEMGOROD

The indivisible becomes divisible, space becomes
ideal space, sentiments become one and insen-
sible, the body will be pure... (Proklos, Platonis
Timaeum commentaria, ll, 287): “Monty can’t
sin.”

PLAGIARISM

THE NEOIST performs PLAGIARISM on his COLLECTIVE
SOUL during THE READING, which stands in for his own
DESIRE. Your COLLECTIVE SOUL is my psychical activ-
ity. | om immaterial. The impossibility of the
COLLECTIVE SOUL being ever reached is plagiarized by
HIS MEMORY @s DESIRE, THE NEQIST as ob]ectof DESIRE.
“Qur doctrine is nothing new, it has been set up
long time ago.” (Plofinus, VI, 8, 10) The more the
system is systematized, the more the fetishist
fascination is reinforced. DESIRE, for the object of
DESIRE, is plagiarized as the coded mind, through
the system of representations then again through
NEOISM. Act like you're enjoying it. [end
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I don’t hate myself enough to go on Art Strike

The Tight Noose of Elitism

“...as participation becomes more impossible, the second rate specialists of
modern art demand the participation of everyonel...”—S.1.

ne...two...three years of strike and you’re out. We're very

close to having the “true” artstrike begin after this judas goat

of dis-action, this “art strike,” this rampant melee of consti-

pated redefinition has run its course dry! What has the strike
brought— a misguided renaming of “artist” into “networkers” and sunday
brunches together to be called “congresses” (a term much too republican
and austere for yours truly)? And those who would bring IMmediacy to the
MEDIA wish only to open the floodgates of alleged “creativity” and swamp
out the fields of human consumption with what ? ? ? more ART! Oooo...
I mean “networking” (another lexical laceration by implying that this
“work” has not and will not ever superceed to the arena of “play,” the
richest mineral of creativity.). The wider a grasp that art strike has reached
out for, the tighter its noose of elitism has become! Strikers have found
themselves “preaching” and conversing with only the already “converted,”
kneeling constantly before a throne of ever more “defined” rationalism to
try and “sell” an evermore irrational world its purposely empty canvas. As
they say in Tibet, “...those who know...mail packages...and those who
don’t know...are packages™!

Though the train of art strike is way off its course, it’s still the only ride
around.... Remember, PROGRESS IS PLAGIARISM — NECESSITY IMPLIES
17! Until we forget where we’re going, we won’t know who we are! On with
the Abolition of Art!

Play Mysti-fication for me,

[LM.L, 617 N. Upland Ave., Metairie, Louisiana 70003

NO THEORETICAL SUMMING UP

he ArtStrikeislocated against closure, and yet, from an “individu-

alist perspective,” it has numerous parallels with the “final clo-

sure” of “death.” Those who adopt art as a substitute for life will
necessarily experience the Art Strike as a form of “death”; whereas
communitarians, who recognise the productive role played by the “audi-
ence” within the cultural sphere, view the refusal of creativity as a means
of opening up culture (and the mechanics of its production). Communists
understand that “death,” like “art” and “individuality,” is the product of
bourgeois ideology.

Since the Art Strike is so clearly located in opposition to closure (as well
as philosophy, “death,” etc.), there can be no theoretical summing up of the
issues involved; the time for theorising the Art Strike will be after it has
taken place. Here and now, it is not possible to resolve the contradictions
of a group of “militants” — many of whom do not consider themselves to
be artists — “striking” against art. For the time being, the Art Strike must
be understood simply as a propaganda tactic; as a means of raising the
visibility and intensity of the class war within the cultural sphere.

[Stewart Home, Art Strike Handbook, London, 1989

Angles on the Art Strike

hat the hell is an “art strike”? I though striking was a tool

used by organized labor to get a better shake. Strikesain’t

as effective on the labor scene as they used to be, and now

a bunch of disgruntled artists are striking, although the
organizers themselves don’t think it will do anything but cause artists to
think about their effectiveness in response to the ills of society. Perhaps
only the most pompous of artists actually think that they’re benefitting the
world by expressing themselves. At least I've never thought I was being
creative for the purpose of effecting social change.

In an article supporting the 1991-1993 [sic] “Art Strike,” called “Give
Up Art Save the Starving,” art is painted as the single most cause of the
world’s ills. I would imagine that the organizers of the art strike are artists
of the self-hating variety. Although I’'m not enamored of the “art commu-
nity” and its snobbish attitudes, I don’t place all art and artists in the same
box marked “trash,” as these people do. The article begins asking the reader
to imagine a world where art is forbidden. Art is portrayed as the blinders
that prevent us from seeing reality. “Give up Art...” reads like stilted
propaganda. “Art is money.” The “starving artist” of lore is debunked as
being “rich beyond their wildest dreams.” The really suffering people of the
world are those who have never heard of art, the article maintains, claiming
that “Artists are murderers!” This is based on the idea that artists are
involved in the fantasy and illusory world that masks the real one and
makes it bearable.

Just as there are plenty of artists, there are an equal number of visions,
and contrary to the strikers’ beliefs, one person calling himself an artist
cannot “deny another equal right of vision.” The “professional” art world,
with whom the strikers have a beef, may deny “recognition” of an
individual’s artistic efforts, but no one can deny vision. It’s interesting that
these folks figure that the best way to deal with the fantasy of illusory visions
it dislikes is to stop creating (more realistic ones) by shutting down the
visionary machinery. There are lots of artists who use their talents to show
others how they see the world. The purpose is not to entertain in some
detached manner, but to share their perceptions with others, and hopefully
find some common ground. Inspire and/or be inspired by others. It’s the
essence of communication.

The problems of the world do not exist because of artfully crafted
illusions. It will take imagination and creativity to deal with the future, but
the problem is that not enough people exert their imaginative and creative
muscles to make a difference. The art strikers are really living in a fantasy
land if they think that the artist, those who overtly use their muse or
imagination, should hide it in shame, and blend in with the masses who
already suppress their abilities. If anything, we should opt for a world of
artists, not one without them. Perhaps these art strikers ain’t artists at all.
Maybe they find it easier to encourage others to suppress themselves than
to express themselves so they don’t have to awaken their own talents.

[Von K. Lechner

The above article is reprinted from Salon: A Journal of Esthetics, no. 10,
Summer 1990 issue. The editor may be conacted ar: 305 W. Magnolia St.,
Suite 386, Fort Collins, Colorado 80521
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Immediatism: An Invisible Movement

i All experience is mediated — by the mechanisms of sense
perception, mentation, language, etc., — and certainly all art consists
of some further mediation of experience.

ii. However, mediation takes place by degrees. Some experiences
(smell, taste, sexual pleasure, etc.) are less mediated than others
(reading a book, looking through a telescope, listening to a record).
Some media, and especially “live” arts such as dance, theater, musical
or bardic performance, are less mediated than others, such as TV, CDs,
virtual reality. Even among the media usually called “media,” some are
more and others are less mediated, according to the intensity or
imaginative participation they demand. Print and radio demand more
of the imagination; film less; TV even less; and virtual reality the least
of all — so far.

7ii.  For art, the intervention of capital always signals a further
degree of mediation. To say that art is commodified is to say that a
mediation, or standing-in-between, has occurred, and that this be-
tweenness amounts to a split, and that this split amounts to “alien-
ation.” Improv music played by friends at home is less “alienated” than
music played “live” at the Met, or music played through media
(whether PBS or MTV or Walkman). In fact, an argument could be
made that music distributed free or at cost on cassette via mail network
is Jess alienated than live music played at some huge We Are The World
spectacle or Las Vegas night club, even though the latter are live music
played to a live audience (or at least, so it appears), while the former is
recorded music consumed by distant and even anonymous listeners.
iv.  The tendency of high-tech, and the tendency of late capitalism,
bothimpel the arts farther and farther into extreme forms of mediation.
Both widen the gulf between the production and consumption of art,
with a corresponding increase in “alienation.”

v. With the disappearance of a “mainstream” and therefore of an
“avant-garde” in the arts, it has been noticed thatall the more advanced
and intense art-experiences have become recuperable almost instantly
by the media, and thus are rendered into trash like all other trash in the
ghostly world of commodities. “Trash,” as the term was re-defined in,
let’s say, Baltimore in the 1970s, can be good fun — as an ironic take
on a sort of inadvertent volkkultur that surrounds and pervades the
more unconscious regions of “popular” sensibility — which in turn is
produced in part by the spectacle. “Trash” was once a fresh concept,
with radical potential. By now, however, amidst the ruins of
Postmodernism, it has finally begun to stink. Ironic frivolity finally
becomes disgusting. Is it possible now to be serious but notsober? (Note:
the New Sobriety is of course simply the flipside of the New Frivolity.
Chic neo-puritanism carries the taint of Reaction, in just the same way
that Postmodernist philosophical irony and despair lead to Reaction.
The Purge Society is the same as the Binge Society. After the “T'welve
Steps” of trendy renunciation in the 1990s, all that remains is the
thirteenth step of the gallows. Irony may have become boring, but self-

mutilation was never more than an abyss. Down with frivolitcy — down
with sobriety.)

Everything delicate and beautiful, from Surrealism to Break-
dancing, ends up as fodder for McDeath’s ads; fifteen minutes later all
the magic has been sucked out, and the art itself dead as a dried locust.
The media wizards, who are nothing if not Postmodernists, have even
begun to feed on the vitality of “Trash,” like vultures regurgitating and
reconsuming the same carrion, inan obscene ecstasy of self-referentiality.
Which way to the Egress?

vi.  Real art is play, and play is one of the most immediate of all
experiences. Those who have cultivated the pleasure of play cannot be
expected to give it up simply to make a political point (as in an “Art
Strike,” or “the suppression without the realization” of art, etc.) Art will
goon, insomewhat the same sense that breathing, eating, or fucking will
go on.

vii.  Nevertheless weare repelled by the exzremealienation of the arts,
especially in “the media,” in commercial publishing and galleries, in the
recording “industry,” etc. And we sometimes worry even about the
extent to which our very involvement in such arts as writing, painting
or musicimplicates usina nasty abstraction, a removal from immediate
experience. We miss the directness of play (our original kick in doing
art in the first place); we miss smell, taste, touch, the feel of bodies in
motion.

Computers, video, radio, printing presses, synthesizers, fax
machines, tape recorders, photocopiers — these things make good
toys, but terrible addictions. Finally we realize we cannot “reach outand
touch someone” who is not present in the flesh. These media may be
useful to our art — but they must not possess us, nor must they stand
between, mediate or separate us from our animal/animate selves. We
want to control our media, not be controlled by them. And we would
like to remember a certain psychic martial art which stresses the
realization that the body itself is the least mediated of all media.

ix.  Therefore, as artists and “cultural workers” who have no inten-
tion of giving up activity in our chosen media, we nevertheless demand
of ourselves an extreme awareness of immediacy, as well as the mastery
of some direct means of complementing the awareness as play, imme-
diately (at once) and immediately (without mediation).

X. Fully realizing that any art “manifesto” written today can only
stink of the same bitter irony it seeks to oppose, we nevertheless declare
without hesitation (without too much thought) the founding of a
“movement,” IMMEDIATISM. We feel free to do so because we intend
to practise Immediatism 77 secret, in order to avoid any contamination
of mediation. Publicly we’ll continue our work in publishing, radio,
painting, music, etc., to be shared freely but never consumed passively,
something which can be discussed openly but never understood by the
agents of alienation, something with no commercial potential, yet
valuable beyond price, something occultyet woven completely into the

viil.
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fabric of our everyday lives.

xi.  Immediatism is not a movement in the sense of an @sthetic
program. It depends on situation, not style or content, message or
school. It may take the form of any kind of creative play which can be
performed by two or more people, by and for themselves, face-to-face
and together. In this sense it is like a game, and therefore certain “rules”
may apply.

xii.  All spectators must also be performers. All expenses are to be
shared, and all products which may result from the play are also to be
shared by the participants only (who may keep them or bestow them
as gifts, but should notsell them). The best games will make little or no
use of obvious forms of mediation such as photography, recording,
printing, etc., but will tend toward immediate techniques involving
physical presence, direct communication, the senses.

xiii.  An obvious matrix for Immediatism is the party. Thus a good
meal could be an Immediatist art project, especially if everyone present
cooked as well as ate. Ancient Chinese and Japanese on misty autumn
days would hold odor parties, where each guest would bring a home-
madeincense or perfume. Atlinked-verse parties a faulty couplet would
entail the penalty of a glass of wine. Quilting bees, tableaux vivants,
exquisite corpses, rituals of conviviality such as Fourier'’s “Museum
Orgy” (erotic costumes, poses, and skits), live music and dance — the
past can be ransacked for appropriate forms, and imagination will
supply more.

xiv.  The difference between a 19th century quilting bee, for ex-

ample, and an Immediatist quilting bee, would lie in our awareness of
the practice of Immediatism as a response to the sorrows of alienation
and the “death of art.”
xv.  The mail art of the 1970s and the ’zine scene of the 1980s were
attempts to go beyond the mediation of art-as-commodity, and may be
considered ancestors of Immediatism. However, they preserved the
mediated structures of postal communication and xerography, and
thus failed to overcome the isolation of the players, who remained quite
literally out of touch. We wish to take the motives and discoveries of
these earlier movements or their logical conclusion in an art which
banishes all mediation and alienation, at least to the extent that the
human condition allows.
xvi.  Moreover, Immediatism is not condemned to powerlessness in
the world, simply because it avoids the publicity of the marketplace.
“Poetic Terrorism” and “Art Sabotage” are quite logical manifestations
of Immediatism.
Finally, we expect that the practice of Immediatism will release
within us vast storehouses of forgotten power, which will not only
transform our lives through the secret realization of unmediated play,
but will also inescapably well up and burst out and permeate the ozher
art we create, the more public and mediated art.

And we hope that the two will grow closer and closer, and
eventually perhaps become one.

XVii.

[From Dharma Combat no. 11,
P.O. Box 20593, Sun Valley, Nevada 89433

PSYCHOLOGY Inside and Out

Cultures draw lines to separate the inside from the outside of themselves. The magical pentagram that an adept Faustian magician draws

around him as he dares face the realm of dreams, demons, and self-contradictions is a symbolic barrier that he hopes will keep the “good” within
and the “bad” without. The Mephistopelean message he begs of the cosmos is a self-temptation to receive without harm both what scares and
motivates him. This is a mystical moment; it is also an event currently defined by society as a “psychotic episode.”

The distinction between psychotherapy and mysticism is a symbolic wall. It is a line drawn that makes spirituality circumspect and any
spiritual assertion “symptomatic.” Psychology is a form of behavior control that tells practitioners of “culture” exactly what the acceptable
parameters of subjective experience and ritual will be. Currently, it countenances no version of “spiritualism” because society cannot “verify”
to itself such arcane notions. This is the same as saying that society mistrusts its members, and if so, perhaps society is on a decline. For however
“irrational” may be society’s wellsprings, they are to be answered with better than derision. [BGP
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ART STRIKE

The Most Radical Gesture

Sadie Plant

he 1980s were marked by a tries of ‘assaults on
culture,” culminating in calls for an art strike in
1990. Challenging all conventions of identity,
originality, and the very nature of cultural
production, the Praxis project convened a Festival
of Plagiarism which reworked situationist notions of detournement
and challenged the hypocrisy of high art distinctions between the
plagiarism and evolutionary development of techniques and ideas.
Plagiarism, wrote Stewart Home, ‘saves time and effort, improves
results, and shows considerable initiative on the part of the
individual plagiarist. As a revolutionary tool it is ideally suited to
the needs of the twentieth century.’
But Praxis distanced itself from the purposeless reproductions of
postmodern culture with definitions of plagiarism as ‘a collective
undertaking far removed from the post-modern “theories” of
appropriation ... Plagiarism is for life, post-modernism is fixated
on death.” And the pamphlet accompanying the Festival reinforced
the plagiarists’ distance from the postmodern insistence that
progress is impossible and an endless reiteration of the inevitable.

‘Plagiarism in late capitalist society articulates a semi-
conscious cultural condition: namely, that there “is nothing left
to say” ... The practitioners of much post-modern theory have
tended to proclaim this feeling rather smugly, but if there is nothing
to say, they yet demonstrate that there will always be something
to sell. On the other hand, there are practitioners active in many
disciplines who, recognising the necessity for collective action
demanded by media such as film and electronic tape, engage in
plagiarism in an attempt to expose and explode once and for all
the individualistic attitudes which tend to make all current human
activity seem redundant and increasingly alienated.’

The moves against individualism and originality made in the
Festival of Plagiarism were underlined by proposals for multiple
names. Karen Eliot, the most popular of these, was launched in
1985 as a name to be ‘adopted by a variety of cultural workers at
various times in order to carry through tasks related to building
up a body of work ascribed to “Karen Eliot” and so ‘highlight the
problems thrown up by the various mental sets pertaining to
identity, individuality, originality, value and truth.’

When one becomes Karen Eliot one’s previous existence
consists of the acts other people have undertaken using the name.

When one becomes Karen Eliot one has no family, no parents, no
birth. Karen Eliot was not born, s/he was materialised from social
forces, constructed as a means of entering the shifting terrain
that circumscribes the ‘individual’ and society.

Hundreds of people have adopted Karen Eliot for specific works
and projects precisely because recognition and reward — so often
the synonyms of commodification and recuperation are
provocatively evaded by the anonymity of a multiple name. Multiple
names are connected to radical theories of play. The idea is to
create an ‘open situation’ for which no one in particular is
responsible.

It goes without saying that few artists accepted the invitation
to refuse creativity extended by those calling for an art strike
between 1990 and 1993 to which these interventions led. Carrying
a provocative ambiguity which incited confusion, the art strike
reintroduced a whole range of issues around questions of strategy,
recuperation, and the relation between culture and politics. Home
argued that ‘most “revolutionaries” have yet to realise the
importance of fighting the bourgeoisie on cultural, as well as
economic and political, fronts’ and expressed the hope that ‘the
Art Strike will go some way towards correcting this oversight.’

Proposed as a means of ‘intensifying the class struggle within
the cultural, economic and political spheres’, and aiming ‘to
demoralise a cross section of the bourgeois class,’ the importance
of the art strike was said to lie ‘not in its feasibility but in the
possibilities it opens up for intensifying the class war.” For Home,
art has never been a progressive political force, and the art strike
was in part an attempt to demoralise those artists who believe
their work to be oppositional or subversive. Situationist demands
for a poeticised and freely created environment were only ever
bourgeois dreams imposed on a disinterested proletariat by an
over-enthusiastic avant-garde. Situationist hopes for an
aestheticised daily experience have indeed come to ‘reinforce the
overall position of the bourgeoisie’ and situationist demands for
the suppression and realisation of art in the name of free creativity,
imagination, and pleasure are reactionary desires for a new cycle
of mediations which, ‘in the post-modern era ... serve Power in
the same way that honesty, truth, progress &c., served the
capitalist system in the classical modern age.’

To demand the destruction of art in the name of creativity is
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merely a reform of Power. To trade off art against creativity is to
take back with one hand what has been rejected by the other.
Those who genuinely oppose alienated social relations will not
only break with art but affirm the refusal of creativity.

Desires for authenticity were condemned as ‘the most cynical
of all the pseudo-needs.” Offering ‘the spectacle of its own
inadequacy’ for mass consumption, capitalism ‘uses this spectacle
as the means of reselling itself to those who “imagine” they have
“progressed” beyond bourgeois values in a “return” to the
“authentic”.” Refusing all mediation and values, Praxis declared:
‘ABOLISH PLEASURE/REFUSE CREATIVITY/SMASH THE
IMAGINATION/DESIRE IN RUINS/THE PRESENT IS
ABSOLUTE/ EVERYTHING NOWY’

Raising questions of authorship, responsibility, and
authenticity, these adventures have contributed to debates dating
back to Dada’s collaborations, Tzara’s cut-up poems, Duchamp’s
readymades, and surrealism’s exquisite corpses. Surrealist
arguments about who, or what, constitutes the locus of artistic
production and responsibility were epitomised by an affair in which
Louis Aragon, threatened with prosecution for lines in Red Front
which enthused, ‘Kill the cops, comrades!” was unwillingly
defended by Breton on the grounds that poets can never be held
responsible for their own works when these are merely transcripts
of an uncontrollable unconscious. And it is in the cultivation of
this sense of an anonymous, possibly ubiquitous, and
uncontrollable surge of interruptive and provocative desire that
those associated with Karen Eliot and the art strike have been
most successful.

The strike itself, however, is a different matter. The
interventions made around the Festival of Plagiarism were
conceived as ‘the show-down that paved the way for the final
conflict of Art Strike,’ a last attempt to subvert culture from within
before the tactics of sabotage come to an end with the recognition
that any participation inevitably enters into a relation of support
with the system of values and economic relations it seeks to
undermine. ‘Only total opposition, both theoretical and practical
(i.e., silence), is irrecuperable, declares The Art Strike Handbook
in an apparent vindication of Baudrillard’s claim that art ‘no longer
contests anything, if ever it did. Revolt is isolated, the malediction
“consumed”.” Art ‘can parody this world, illustrate it, simulate it,
no mistake, when ideologies clash or simply begin to wear out,
the most mercenary sign can become a good anarchist.’

Nevertheless, calls for silence, disappearance, suicide, and
refusals to participate in a game so difficult to play can have a
powerful effect. The end of Dada, and the dissolution of both the
SI and the Italian autonomists all testify that ‘only the movements
which were able to cease, to stop by themselves before dropping
dead, have existed!” Absences — of meaning, participation, reality,
and identity — can constitute useful tactics in the struggle to
unmask the social and economic relations of contemporary
capitalist society. But their perpetration must be deliberate and
intentional: although the drift into meaninglessness and the free
acceptance of the commodification, silence, and apathy invited by
capitalist social relations can be provocative and subversive, it
cannot be turned into a universal principle which expresses, with
Baudrillard, the inescapable state of the world. It is valid only as

a meaningful gesture made against itself. Dada’s absurdities were
not performed without reason, and even its suicide was a last bid
for autonomy. And knowing when to stop must not be confused
with the tactics of despair: ‘Let us have no more suicides from
weariness, which come like a final sacrifice crowning all those
that have gone before,” wrote Vaneigem.

The despair invoked by the art strike has nevertheless
engendered a variety of parodies of the intensified search for the
irrecuperable, the truly radical gesture, introducing a measure of
provocative humour to the world in which nothing can be said or
done. Proposals by Karen Eliot for a ‘thought strike’ appeared in
Here and Now, calling for ‘all theorists to pour coke on their word
processors and cease to think’ between 3 January 1991 and
September 1994. ‘Thought is a virus let loose on the world by a
self-perpetuating elite in order to market the paraphernalia of the
thinker — books, papers, pens, art films, word processors,
whiskey, the statement declared. ‘Thought — who needs it? We
proclaim the Thought Moratorium,’ to be launched at the Festival
of Stupidity. ‘Events already planned include short personal
statements of bewilderment by several passers-by. The Festival
will be immediately followed by a retrospective exhibition at the
ICA entitled “Thought: was it?”’

The thought strike, actually taken seriously by some readers,
was quickly superseded by the ‘Post-Serious International’, a
movement which ‘becomes functionally inevitable at that point
on the alter it,” but ‘it never disturbs the order, which is also its
own.’ The only value of the art strike lay in its proposal of silence,
rather than silence itself; the propaganda rather than the deed. It
exposed the dangers of participating in a word to which it is
implicitly opposed, but the noise with which it resisted
recuperation was far more powerful than silence could ever have
been.

Rather more optimistic responses to the circularity of all
systems of signification are those which adopt tactics of occupation
rather than strike. The possibilities of interrupting systems of
communication and information exchange accelerate with the
potential for forgery: abuses of copyright, anonymous production,
and a whole new world of simulation and reproduction generated
by the accessibility of new technology. ‘The problems of tactics
and strategy revolve around the question of how to turn against
capitalism the weapons that commercial necessity has forced it
to distribute,’ wrote Vaneigem in The Revolution of Everyday Life,
and the relentless democracy imposed by commodity relations
has indeed facilitated the appropriation of photocopiers, fax
machines, screen printing, and desktop publishers to a host of
subversive, playful, and deterritorialising ends. Goods produced
by high-prestige manufacturers are already faked by a booming
industry of bootlegging whose reproductions of Role watches and
Adidas T-shirts are often more prized than the mass-produced
originals. ‘People don't buy these things because they believe that
they're real.’ said one bootlegger. ‘They appeal to people because
they know they’re a rip-off. It’s a matter of taking the priss out of
the multinationals.’

On another front, the international Anticopyright network is
busy collecting, distributing, and fly-posting provocative posters.
‘When a piece of alien information is placed in the sheer banks of
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a shopping mall or office fax a fracture appears,’ declare its
propagandists. ‘Instant and anonymous, splattered in a bus shelter
or slipped into a magazine rack it is an economic crime enjoyment
without transaction.” Attempts to interrupt the seamless
circularity of equivalent signs continue to surface.

With both Baudrillard and the situationists, it has to be
accepted that anything which is totally invulnerable to
recuperation cannot be used in contestation either. The recognition
that weapons can be turned against those who wield them is no
reason to dispense with them altogether. ‘Each word, idea or
symbol is a double agent,” wrote Vaneigem. ‘Some, like the word
“fatherland” or the policeman’s uniform, usually work for authority;
but make cruciality continuum when things have gone so far

beyond a joke that all appropriate responses have ceased to be
appropriate’ and appeals for more thought. ‘The mass Media will
collapse in the face of a population intensively contemplating the
possible implications of a magnetic potato for the future of
furniture design.” One of the most provocative of these
detournement of calls for silence and suicide, ‘Metastasis,” was
published in Leisure in 1990. Insisting that ‘revolutionary
proletarians’ should ‘encourage the growth of cancer in their
bodies,’ it argues that good health ‘is the technical realization of
cellular creativity exiled into a beyond,; it is separation perfected
within the interior of the person’ and calls for a ‘fight against the
capitalist recuperation of the creative cell. Don’t let the rich get it
all’ [end

ART IS KITSCH

Dear Colleagues!

The Strike as such is an aesthetic/ethical operation on the
deformed body of the reigning Myth.

The Strike—by definition—is declared on the territory
between Genesis 15 to 24.

This obscure territory is the theological link of the sweaty
cause and deadly effect.

The Gustav Metzger/Stewart Home proposition enlightened
the social implications of this relation: the Art Strike clearly
defined its position on the Market of the Myth.

The International Parallel Union of Telecommunications
(IPUT), involved in the cultivation of newly established dictionaries
of extra-mythological languages, practicing different forms of
Art Strikes under the general title: The Subsistence Level Standard
Project 1984 W, calls for an international and simultaneous event
in the frame of Art Strike (1990-1993):

THE GENERAL ART STRIKE (MAY 1991)
AND THE PERPETUUM MOBILE

One could add to the already existing model—
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(one can't help but define oneself between the extremities)—
A new element—

Art Strike (1990-1993)

The General Art Strike (May 1991)
and The Perpetuum Mobile

A GHOST WANDERS THE WORLD, THE GHOST OF THE STRIKE!

HISTORY IS KITSCH

I.lx.l.ll'l'lll' PERFETUIW

RARR \ / WORALE \
AT I WOHEK
\ //

LA
—\

NICHEE ARE

”/ NYANTZANW
R (7

FEREETTLN FEREETTUM
/ MR \ / AICRRIL

ANTI AKT
PERFETUT H/

Wee

ZAN

BAD AKT STRIKE B WikK

IJA‘J.II'I'IM'/ \l.l.l'.lnll'llllf/ \Illl.ll'n'lk'/

MABALE WeARALE

,f :

These models—and others—are applicable and applied
already by art strikers, artists, art theoreticians, art critics, art
organizers, art dealers and the public for self-definition and
consequently for the development of the Art-Strike-Dictionary
which emerges inexorably in front of the awkward and corrupt
Myth.

The participants should arrange the «General Art Strike
(May 1991) and the Perpetuum Mobile» themselves and/or
send their proposal to one or two or all these addresses before
the end of April 1991. FRI-ART, Case Postale 354, 1701
Fribourg, Ch-Switzerland; tel. 037/23.23.51. INEXISTENT, Volk
Straat 45, 2000 Antwerpen, B-Belgium; tel. 03/237.73.62.
RUINE, 15 rue des Vollandes, 1207 Genéve, Ch-Switzerland;
tel. 022/736.60.37; fax 022/28.55.97. LIGET GALERIA,
Agtosi Durer sor 5, H-Budapest XIV, Hungary.

Each proposal will be displayed in May 1991 and/or
published by the organizers, and will be returned if requested.

Michel Ritter, FRI-ART
Chris Straetling, INEXISTENT
Tamas St. Auby, IPUT-RUINE
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Cultural Workers in Support of YAWN
ASAC (United Kingdom), BM Senior, London WC1TN 3XX, England
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Lang Thompson, P.O. Box 49604, Atlanta GA 30359
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The 1993 "Spanish” Art Manifesto

A TIMELY REITERATION OF THE 1987 CONCEPT.

The activity of Spanish ATrt, know mistakenly since its categorization in 1987 variously as "Mail
Art", "Networking", "Correspondence Art", etc., or at very worst, "Hyperculture”, continues unabated. This is
due, no doubt, to the lack of circulation of the 1987 Spanish Art Manifesto, which originated in Florence, Italy,
and was grasped only by a few Italian and German "Spanish” Artists and member of AKUCN (Akademgorod
United Cells Of Neoism). Though the initial wave of support was strong, it lacked the theoretical coherence to in
any way effect the majority of English speaking "Spanish Artists", who, as a result, continued to think of
themselves as "Mail Artists", or whatever. Recent events (most notably the persistence of "Mail Art",
"Networking", etc.) have inspired this second attempt to set "The Mail Art Community” straight.

What is MAIL ART, etc? Mail art with its derivatives, pseudonyms, and equivalents, is an
international subculture of people who transmit units of culture or personal correspondence over the various
state and corporate subsidized communication systems (such as the Mail, Modem, Fax, Telephone, etc..) and
who usually view themselves as consequently engaged in "Communication” with others in the subculture. The
vast propensity of this subculture is an uncritical fetishization of the "form" of communication, which makes up
for the fact that the content of the subcultures activity amounts to a heap of impersonal trivia. Like most mind-
bending cults, persons engaging in this activity have a very hard time explaining it to outsiders, who correctly
recognize the lack of content involved in sending "Personalized Photocopy Collages, etc.” to people you have
never met. Thus the subculture of "Mail Art, etc." is only of interest as an amusingly lost flock of sheep (a captive
audience) to be cynically manipulated by elietists in the know {C.E. The highly worthy Art Strike of 1990-1993).
The "International Spanish Art Network" (as it is now known) is so un-selfconsciously starved for social
meaning by its own overproduction of trivia that it currently takes only a matter of weeks for a new idea or
buzz-words to be uncomprehendingly picked up by the vast majority of "Spanish Artists" (Recent examples:
SITUATIONIST, NEOISM, NETWORKER CONGRESS, POSTSTRUCTURALIST, PLAGIARISM, etc.).
Henceforth, such openness is to be praised.

What is Spanish ATrt? In order to make "Mail Art, etc." worthy of participation, one must first
determine the single most interesting aspect of the phenomenon and proceed to amplify that aspect until it
becomes dominant. Without a doubt, the most interesting aspect of the subculture in 1987 was not its ability to
create cultural anarchy or<hange the world; on the contrary, what was most interesting was the embarrassment
and difficulty most "Mail Artists, etc.” had in explaining their activity to the uninitiated (parents, friends, co-
workers, postal workers, etc.). Usually unable to convince, they often floundered on the edge of sanity, forced
into vague and hackneyed analogies to the very "Mainstream Artworld” they pretended to despise. In order to
intensify this discomfort, it was proposed in 1987 that the term "Spanish Art" be used to replace "Mail Art,
etc.”". The arbitrariness of the term kills any chances of a satisfying explanation for the phenomenon in a single
stroke, and causes the Spanish Artist to loose face and self-definition. Spanish Art then becomes worthy.

Comrades, one more step if you want to become Spanish Artists! It is not enough to proclaim
to the world that you are engaged in the practice of Spanish Art! You must think to yourself "I am a Spanish
Artist". "Mail Art, etc.” is anti-Spanish Art. Together we can revive this thing called Spanish Art and change the
limited world of correspondence. Furthermore, a campaign of letter-bombings and murders will be carried out
in 1994 against all american "Mail Artists, etc.” who refuse to adopt the term. We are crazy enough to do it. We
urge you to join "Spanish Art" now.

© 1993 by The decentralized Spanish Art Congress, who take sole responsibility for its content.
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MEDIA FAST 1992

DON'T BE THERE!

BEGINNING APRIL 22 1992, THE PEOPLE OF THE EARTH ARE ENCOURAGED TO
ENGAGE IN AN EXPERIMENT OF UTMOST URGENCY. WE MUST TURN OFF THE
ELECTRIC ENVIRONMENT FOR A PERIOD OF ONE WEEK TO PERFORM A
CLEANSING OF MASS-MAN'S MIND, BODY AND SPIRIT. WE MUST GET BACK TO
OUR BODIES, LEST WE FORGET THEY ARE STILL THERE! IMAGINE THE FREEDOM
TO BE EXPERIENCED AS THE TOP-DOWN CULTURAL-CONTROL OF CIVILIZATION IS
ERADICATED FOR EVEN THE BRIEFEST PERIOD!

IF EVERYONE DID PARTICIPATE IN THE MEDIA FAST, HOW WOULD WE KNOW IT
HAPPENED?

STAY TUNED...
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Negation of Subversion:
Subversion of Negation.

In his article “Plagerism” (1}, John Berndt siates that the plagiarist act will never be directed against art,
_since selecting the source is not less creative than the invention of an-criginal. Plagiarism, if recognized as
such at dll, will be even amplifying when it shifts a forgotten original back into a collective consciousness.
Suggesting what is in fact a deficiency, the subtitle of Stewart Home's ”Plagiarism”-reader (2), “Art as
Commodity and Strategies for its Negation”, uncovers the weak point, since plagiarism is not a strategy,
but a method. Trying to subvert less art than art ideology is an ill-defined business as long as it is founded
rather on the fiction of o pragmatic status quo of art than on a reflected notion of what art is
{“Kunstbegriff®). The art market this rhetoric actually aims at is however only a by-scene of an ongoing aes-
thetisation of the commodity environment, being nothing else but a secularized variant of the early-roman-
ticist project of progressive universal poetry (3} which has perpetuated itself even into today’s jurisdiction:
art is necessarily what is declared or perceived as such. As Berndt remarks, plagiarism will always be
caught up by art, even if the problem of its generation could be solved. His final statement, “only through
complete inactivity can we purge ourselves of the capitalist values of ‘originality” and ‘creativity””, is how-
ever imprecise; inactivity in which respect? With regard to what was called the fictitious status quo of art,
this project would be, like explained, a justification ex negativo, the thesis a circular conclusion. Conside-
ring ¢ most capacious notion of art like Schlegel’s on the other hand, there is the same result: “Complete
inactivity” would then be death, but suicide as its prior condition again an “act”, an art-work.

Neoism made intentional use of circular logic and turned it into rhetoric. The Art Strike is the most pro-
minent example of this. The movement’s strategy is sited herein, and not in plagiarism. This strategy is a
blatantly artistic, because it creates a collective identity in plays of negafion and affirmation of a commenly
shared fiction.

An individual camouflage strategy is the only viable alternative. Since aesthetic perception is necessari-
ly reflective — according to every non-transcendentalist definition —, and founded on the capability of set-
ting up notions (4), it is at once manipulative, a grip into the significance of an object or process in its mate-
rial or descriptional condition. An object becomes an artwork as soon as this manipulation is medialized
and as the object enters a discourse. Camouflage therefore means to manipulate an object without the ma-
nipulation being obvious. If a situation is thus created or altered, this is art, but the subject involved is made
believe to have accomplished the signification him- or herself, or he/she will attribute it to someone else
while the factual manipulator will never uncover his or her involvement.

The appropriate method for this strategy is less plagiarism than fake. A first step could be to use names
of really existing persons instead of multiple pseudonyms like Monty Cantsin and Karen Eliot (5). Concei-
ving further activities of this kind does not require much imaginative skill. (The strategy briefly described
here is not declared as my own invention, but on the contrary as a common practice i intended to explore
theoretically in the neoist context. The systematization of suitable techniques is of little interest for me.)

Florian Cramer a.k.a. Marty Canterel a.k.a. Keren Elyot

{1) SMILE issue &/7, vol. 1, Baltimore 1986. (2) Stewcrt Home (editor), Plogiarism, London, Aporic Press 1988. (3) Friedrich
Schlege! (August Withelm Schlegel, Friedrich Schleiermacher, Novalis}, Athensum-Fragmente, 1794. {4) Immanuel Kant, {Critique
of Judgement, 1790, §23. (5) ©Felix Lot )

Additiona! bibliegrophy: Paul Watzlawick, How Real Is Real?, Confusion, Disinformation, Communication, New York 1976. —
todislaus Farogo, Waor of Wits, 1956.
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Negation der Subversion —
Subversion der Negation.

John Berndt stellt in seinem Artikel ,Plagerism” (1) fest, daB der plagiatorische Akt kein antikinstlerischer
sein kann, weil die Selektion einer Quelle nicht weniger kreativ ist als die Neuschépfung selbst. Das Plagiat, so-
fern iberhaupt noch als solches erkannt, wird dann sogar amplifizierend wirken, wenn es ein vergessenes und
sinnentleertes Original wieder ins kollektive BewuBtsein rickt. Indem er die Existenz von etwas suggeriert, was
tatséchlich ein Defizit ist, trifft der Untertitel von Stewart Homes ,Plagiarism”-Reader (2), ,Art as Commodity
and Strategies for its Negation®, den neuralgischen Punkt: Der Plagiatismus ist eben keine Strategie, sondern ei-
ne Methode. Die Kunst ~ eher eine Kunstideologie — sabotieren zu wollen, bleibt ein nebuldses Unterfangen,
solange ihm statt eines reflektierten Kunstbegriffs die Fiktion eines pragmatischen status quo der Kunst zugrunde-
liegt. Der Kunstmarkt, auf den diese Rhetorik eigentlich zielt, ist aber nur Nebenschauplatz einer fortschreiten-
den Asthetisierung der Warenwelt, die nichts anderes ist als eine sékularisierte Variante des frihromantischen
Projekts der progressiven Universalpoesie (3), das sich heute bis in die Rechissprechung perpetuiert hat: Kunst
kann nur sein, was als solche deklariert oder aufgefaBt wird. Wie Berndt bemerkt, wird das Plagiat, selbst wenn
das Problem seiner Erzeugung geltst ist, siets von der Kunst eingeholt werden. Seine Folgerung, nur durch Inak-
tivitat kénne man sich der ,kapitalistischen Werte der *Originalitat’ und ‘Kreativitat’ entledigen”, ist jedoch un-
prazise. Inaktivitat in welcher Hinsicht? Bezogen auf das, was die Fiktion eines status quo der Kunst genannt
wurde, ware dieses Vorhaben, wie dargelegt, eine Rechiferfigung ex negativo, die These ein ZirkularschluB.
Nicht anders bei einem denkbar weit gefaBten Kunstbegriff wie dem Schiegelschen: ,Complete inactivity” ware
dann der Tod, doch die Selbstiétung wieder ein ,act”, ein Kunst-Werk.

Der Neoismus hat sich des Paradox, der zirkuléren logik gezielt bedient und sie in eine Rhetorik um-
geminzt. Der Kunsistreik ist ihr prominentestes Beispiel. Hierin und nicht im Plagiatismus liegt die Strategie der
Bewegung. Diese Strategie ist eine eminent kinstlerische, weil sie in Spielen der Negation und Affirmation eines
Fiktiven kollektive ldentitat stiftet.

Eine Alternative kann nur eine individuelle Tarnsirategie sein. Weil dsthetische Wahrnehmung jeder
nicht-transzendentalistischen Definition nach notwendigerweise reflexiv ist, auf dem Vermdgen, Begriffe zu bil-
den beruht {4), ist sie zugleich manipulativ, ein Eingriff in die Signifikanz eines Objekts oder Prozesses auf seiner
Material- oder Beschreibungsebene. Das Objekt wird zum Kunstwerk, sobald dieser Eingriff medialisiert wird
und es in einen Diskurs tritt. Die Tarnung liegt darin, Objekte zu manipulieren, ohne daB die Manipulation of-
fenkundig ist. Wenn dadurch eine Situation geschaffen oder veréndert wird, entsteht Kunst, doch wird dem in-
volvierten Subjekt vorgetduscht, die ésthetische Signifikation selbst geleistet zu haben, oder es wird sie jeman-
dem anderen zuschreiben, ohne daB der eigentliche Manipulateur jemais sich zu erkennen gibt.

Die dieser Strategie angemessene Methode ist weniger das Plagiat als die Falschung. Ein erster Schritt kénn-
te sein, statt multipler Pseudonyme wie Monty Canisin und Karen Eliot gezielt Namen real existierender Perso-
nen zu benuizen (5). Weitere Tatigkeiten dieser Art zu konzipieren, erfordert wenig Phantasie. (Die hier kurz be-
handelte Strategie wird nicht als eigene Erfindung ausgegeben, sondern dls eine im Gegenteil allgemeine Pro-
xis, deren theoretische Begrindung im neoistischen Kontext ich beabsichtige. Die Systematisierung entsprechen-
der Techniken interessiert mich wenig.)

Florian Cramer clias Marty Canterel alias Keren Elyot

{1} SMILE issue /7, vol. 1, Baltimore 1986. (2} Stewart Home (Hrsg.), Plagiarism, london, Aporia Press 1988. (3) Friedrich
Schlegel (August Wilhelm Schlegel, Friedrich Schleiermacher, Novalis), Athendum-Fragmente, 1794. {4) Vgl. Immanuel Kant, Kritik
der Urteilskraft, 1790, §23. (5) ©Felix Lott.

Erganzungsbibliographie: Paul Wotzlawick, Wie wirklich ist die Wirklichkeit? (Konfusion/Desinformation/Kommunikation),
Minchen 1976. — Ladislaus Farago, War of Wits, 1956,
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